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           Never  say  never  because limits, like fears, are just an illusion.  
 

 -Michael Jordan 
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AGREEMENTS, SPORTS 

EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES AND 
ARBITRATION: AN ANALYSIS

 

1.Introduction 
Use of arbitration to resolve the 
disputes relating to sports contracts 
has significantly increased last few 
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Use of arbitration to resolve the 
disputes relating to sports contracts 
has significantly increased last few 

decades. Disputes in sports require a 
specialized method of resolution.

This article analyses the legal 
issues involved in the settlement of 
sports employment disputes 
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through arbitration.It covers an 
overview of some of the important 
aspects of arbitration including the 
characteristics of arbitration 
agreements, jurisdiction of arbitral 
tribunals, enforcements of the 
awards and challenge of the awar
The article also intends to analyze 
the arbitration clauses in the player 
employment contracts of some of 
the major sporting leagues from 
around the world.It also intends to 
compare the international 
commercial arbitration regime with 
that of the sports arbitration regime, 
to find out special characteristics in 
the latter one. The scope of
analysis done in this article
limited only to the collective 
bargaining agreements of National 
Football League (US), Major League 
Baseball (US/Canada), Nationa
Hockey League (US/Canada), 
Australian Football League 
(Australia) 
2.The International Sports 
Arbitration Regime 
The International Sports Arbitration 
primarily revolves around the legal 
framework established by the 
arbitration clauses in the sport 
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The International Sports Arbitration 
primarily revolves around the legal 
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employment contracts, the 
jurisprudence established by Centre 
for Arbitration in Sports (CAS) and 
other national and international 
arbitration centers, domestic laws of 
countries and some international 
treaties and conventions.
2.1 Why Arbitration?
Arbitration can be defined as the 
hearing and resolving of a dispute or 
the settling of differences between 
parties by a person or persons 
chosen or agreed to by them.
person/s chosen by the parties to 
adjudicate the disputes are known 
as arbitrators. Arbitration i
consensual way of resolving the 
dispute. An arbitration proceeding 
can be initiated only when both the 
parties in a dispute agree to resolve 
the dispute by way of arbitration. 
The arbitration tribunal consist of 
either a sole arbitrator or odd 
number of arbitrators chosen by the 
parties. The parties to an arbitration 
are free to choose a lot of things, 
which become part of the arbitration 
process, including the rules for 
                                                          
1Richard Garnett, A Practical Guide To 
International Commercial Arbitration 
(Oceana Publications, 2000).
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conducting the arbitration, the 
language of arbitration, the place of 
hearing and also the laws that apply 
to the subject matter of arbitration. 
In a nutshell, arbitration can be said 
to be a very effective and quick way 
for resolving the disputes.

Arbitration is a private form 
of dispute resolution independent 
from the judiciary.2 The l
the career of athletes is usually short 
and the long duration required to 
resolve disputes under the 
traditional dispute resolution 
methods can have an adverse effect 
on an athlete’s career. Arbitration 
can be important in resolving 
disputes relating to sports because 
of its characteristic of quick 
resolution of disputes. 
2.2 Types of Disputes
Sports Dispute are of a marginally 
distinctive nature and by and large 
contain a specific degree of 
equivocalness and also contradiction 
with respect to which classification 
the dispute belongs. In that capacity, 
sports issues fluctuate in their topic 
                                                          
2What Is Arbitration? (2016) Mediate.com 
<http://www.mediate.com/articles/grant.cf
m>. 
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nor being totally commercial nor 
contractual. The disputes by and 
large additionally fall into an 
expansive exhibit of categories 
depending on their subject ma
i.e., they could vary from being 
administrative or individual to quasi 
criminal. Consequently, framing a 
solid set of rules to represent each 
sporting dispute is complicated. As 
opposed to being represented by a 
solitary set of rules or laws, such 
disputes for the most part involve 
different norms and regulations. It 
should also be noted that athletes 
are persons from different 
nationalities and provide services or 
play the sport most of the times in a 
nation different from that of their 
origin. 
By and large, any type of sports 
disputes other that those involving 
criminal charges on players or clubs 
(arbitration is generally not 
accepted as a way of dispute 
resolution for matters involving 
public policy, national security etc. 
of the countries.) can be 
arbitration.3 

                                                          
3IBA - Recognition And Enforcement Of 
Arbitral Awards - Study On Public Policy 
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2.3. How to choose to Arbitrate
An agreement to arbitrate can be 
said to be the sole foundation of the 
whole arbitration process between 
two parties.4 Arbitration being a 
consensual way of resolving a 
dispute, can only be initiate
agreement of both the parties to a 
dispute. To resolve a dispute by way 
of arbitration the parties need to 
enter into an arbitration agreement. 
An arbitration agreement can be a 
part of the main contract or can be 
signed separately at a later stag
the commencement of the main 
contract. 
The situation in case of resolution of 
sports employment disputes is none 
the less the same. In some of the 
major sporting leagues the players 
are required to sign a player contract 
to join a club or a team. Such
contracts are generally the part of 
                                                                              
(2015) (2016) Ibanet.org 
<http://www.ibanet.org/LPD/Dispute_Res
olution_Section/Arbitration/Recogntn_Enf
rcemnt_Arbitl_Awrd/publicpolicy15.aspx>.
4Richard King and Michael Frisby, Dispute 
Resolution: Choosing Arbitration (2016) 
Stevens Bolton <http://www.stevens
bolton.com/files/6814/3982/7099/dispute
-resolution_choosing-arbitration.pdf>.

 

2.3. How to choose to Arbitrate 
An agreement to arbitrate can be 
said to be the sole foundation of the 
whole arbitration process between 

Arbitration being a 
consensual way of resolving a 
dispute, can only be initiated by the 
agreement of both the parties to a 
dispute. To resolve a dispute by way 
of arbitration the parties need to 
enter into an arbitration agreement. 
An arbitration agreement can be a 
part of the main contract or can be 
signed separately at a later stage of 
the commencement of the main 

The situation in case of resolution of 
sports employment disputes is none 
the less the same. In some of the 
major sporting leagues the players 
are required to sign a player contract 
to join a club or a team. Such player 
contracts are generally the part of 

                                       
http://www.ibanet.org/LPD/Dispute_Res

olution_Section/Arbitration/Recogntn_Enf
rcemnt_Arbitl_Awrd/publicpolicy15.aspx>. 
Richard King and Michael Frisby, Dispute 

Resolution: Choosing Arbitration (2016) 
Stevens Bolton <http://www.stevens-

/3982/7099/dispute
arbitration.pdf>. 

collective bargaining agreements 
negotiated between player 
associations, the clubs, 
broadcasters, sporting federations 
and other related parties to a league. 
Player contract usually contain a 
dispute resolution c
governs the ways in which a dispute 
between a player and club or other 
parties can be resolved. The 
arbitration agreements provided in 
the collective bargaining agreements 
of some of the major sporting 
leagues have been discussed in 
details at a later stage in this paper.
2.4 Sports Dispute Resolution 
Centers 
There are several national and 
international organizations which 
specialize in the resolution of 
disputes relating to sports. The 
important three international 
organizations include the FIF
dispute resolution chamber (DRC)
the WIPO arbitration center and the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport. The 
DRC is FIFA’s dispute resolution 
body which works to resolve the                                                           
5Dispute Resolution System 
(2016) FIFA.com 
<http://www.fifa.com/governance/dispute
resolution-system/>. 
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dispute submitted to it by the way of 
ADR. The FIFA generally deals with 
the dispute between the clubs and 
the players and mostly the 
employment related disputes. The 
WIPO ADR services for sports are 
established by the World intellectual 
property organization.6 WIPO caters 
to the resolving of broad category of 
disputes including adverti
management, marketing 
transactions, merchandising 
agreements and others. The 
potential stakeholders to dispute 
resolution at WIPO includes agents, 
athletes, clubs, broadcasters, 
coaches and others. 
CAS. The legal regime governing 
CAS has been discussed in details 
the upcoming sections of this paper.
2.5 Relation with International 
Commercial Arbitration 
Regime 
Arbitration both at domestic and 
international level is becoming a 
preferred dispute resolution option 
for parties involved in commercial
                                                          
6WIPO Alternative Dispute Resolution 
(ADR) For Sports (2016) Wipo.int 
<http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/center/spec
ific-sectors/sports/>. 
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transactions. International 
Commercial Arbitration is a process 
by which two parties with different 
nationalities agree to resolve their 
dispute usually at a neutral venue of 
their choice. The parties also choose 
the procedural and substantive law 
which applies to the dispute 
resolution process. The sports 
arbitration is very much similar to 
that of the commercial arbitration 
system. There are few characteristics 
of sports arbitration which are 
different from commercial 
arbitration. The option to add a 
provision of appeal is one such 
thing. Some of these specialized 
characters of sports arbitration will 
be dealt in the later part of this 
paper. 
2.6 The Role of Courts
In case of sporting disputes 
resolution, the specialist tribunal 
provide for dedicated mech
to resolve the sports related 
disputes. Most of the times, National 
Courts can lack such specialization 
because they possess the classical 
dispute resolution character. The 
sporting tribunals have outwitted 
the role of courts by fulfilling the 
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special need of the sporting industry 
for the purpose of dispute 
resolution. 

However, national courts still 
play an important role in the area of 
sport dispute resolution.
court sometimes can have 
supervisory role in the arbitration 
process of some types of sporting 
disputes.8 Where a dispute is the 
subject of an agreed referral to a 
tribunal which amounts to an 
arbitration agreement, a national 
court may have a significant role in 
supervising the arbitral proceedings.
The courts shall have jurisdict
all type of disputes if there is an 
absence of an invalid arbitration 
agreement. The courts shall also 
have the jurisdiction to the disputes 
if the parties terminate the 
                                                          
7M. Mangan, "The Court Of Arbitration For 
Sport: Current Practice, Emerging Trends 
And Future Hurdles" (2009) 25 
International. 
8Krishnadas Rajagopal, As It Happened: 
Supreme Court Verdict On IPL 
(2015) The Hindu 
<http://www.thehindu.com/sport/cricket/
sc-verdict-on-ipl-scam-gurunath
meiyappan-guilty-coverup-charges
n-srinivasan-not-
proved/article6811539.ece>. 
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arbitration agreement or waive off 
their rights to arbitrate by initiating 
a court proceeding. Most of the 
dispute resolution clauses in the 
CBAs include the provision of the 
termination of the clause in case any 
of the parties to a dispute invokes a 
domestic court’s jurisdiction. 
The court also plays an important 
role in case of ch
enforcement of the awards. An 
awards issued by an arbitration 
tribunal can be challenged to be 
invalid a court having proper 
jurisdiction on certain technical 
grounds. The courts also play an 
important role in enforcement of the 
awards issued by the tribunals. This 
should be noted that an awards 
issued by an international tribunal 
can be enforced at more than 150 
countries around the world with the 
help of the domestic courts of the 
country where the award has to be 
enforced. An international 
commercial arbitration award can 
be enforced in any of the member 
countries of the New York 
Convention.9 Apart for enforcement 
                                                          
91958 - Convention On The Recognition 
And Enforcement Of Foreign Arbitral 
Awards - The "New York" Convention
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or challenge of the awards the courts 
also has the powers to stay the 
arbitration proceedings on various 
technical grounds includin
validity of arbitration agreement, 
appointment of arbitrators etc.
3. The Court of Arbitration for 
Sport (CAS) 
Growth of the sport into a billion
dollar business also increased the 
number of dispute arising in various 
spheres. These disputes graduall
increased both in numbers and 
value in terms of money. These 
disputes created a need for an 
independent authority with a 
specialization in sports dispute 
resolution and experience of the 
industry to adjudicate and resolve 
disputes. 
3.1 About CAS 
International Olympic Council, in 
the year 1983, started the creation of 
an organization called the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) to 
resolve disputes particularly 
addressing the grievances of                                                                               
(2016) Uncitral.org 
<http://www.uncitral.org/uncitral/en/unci
tral_texts/arbitration/NYConvention.html
>. 
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athletes.10 The CAS (Court of 
Arbitration for Sport) is an
independent institution, based in 
Lausanne, involved in resolving 
legal disputes in the field of sport 
through alternative dispute 
resolution methods like arbitration 
and mediation. The function and 
structure of CAS developed a lot 
since its inception and
considered as a jurisprudential 
authority in the area of sports 
dispute resolution. 
3.2 Organizational Structure
The CAS consist of two bodies which 
the Court of Arbitration for Sport 
(CAS) and The International Council 
of Arbitration for Sport
is responsible for conducting of the 
procedures for resolving the dispute 
by way of ADR. The ICAS is the 
supreme organ of the CAS. Its main 
purpose is to safeguard the freedom 
of the CAS and the rights of the 
parties appearing before it.

                                                          
10History Of The CAS - Tribunal Arbitral 
Du Sport / Court Of Arbitration For Sport
(2016) Tas-cas.org <http://www.tas
cas.org/en/general-information/history
the-cas.html>. 

P a g e  | 6 

The CAS (Court of 
Arbitration for Sport) is an 
independent institution, based in 
Lausanne, involved in resolving 
legal disputes in the field of sport 
through alternative dispute 
resolution methods like arbitration 
and mediation. The function and 
structure of CAS developed a lot 
since its inception and CAS is now 
considered as a jurisprudential 
authority in the area of sports 

3.2 Organizational Structure 
The CAS consist of two bodies which 
the Court of Arbitration for Sport 
(CAS) and The International Council 
of Arbitration for Sport (ICAS). CAS 
is responsible for conducting of the 
procedures for resolving the dispute 
by way of ADR. The ICAS is the 
supreme organ of the CAS. Its main 
purpose is to safeguard the freedom 
of the CAS and the rights of the 
parties appearing before it. 

                   
Tribunal Arbitral 

Du Sport / Court Of Arbitration For Sport 
cas.org <http://www.tas-

information/history-of-



 

CAS is further made up of 
two divisions, the Ordinary 
Arbitration Division which is 
responsible to resolve the disputes 
submitted to it through the ordinary 
dispute procedure; the second 
division is the appeals division 
which is responsible to resolve the 
disputes concerning the decisions of 
federations, associations or other 
sports-related bodies.  
3.3 The Arbitration Procedure
The arbitration procedure in CAS is 
governed by the 1994 Code of 
Sports-related Arbitration.
code contains the rules relating 
the ordinary arbitration procedure, 
the appeals arbitration procedure, 
the advisory procedure and the 
mediation procedure.12 
also lays down various procedural 
rules relating to the seat of 
arbitration, the language of 
                                                          
11History Of The CAS - Tribunal Arbitral 
Du Sport / Court Of Arbitration For Sport
(2016) Tas-cas.org <http://www.tas
cas.org/en/general-information/history
the-cas.html#c76>. 
12Code Of Sports-Related Arbitration
(2016) www.tas-cas.org <http://www.tas
cas.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Code_2016
_final__en_.pdf>. 
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Tribunal Arbitral 

Du Sport / Court Of Arbitration For Sport 
cas.org <http://www.tas-

information/history-of-

Arbitration 
cas.org <http://www.tas-

cas.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Code_2016

arbitration, appointment of
arbitrators etc.  English and French 
are designated as the official 
languages of CAS. 
4. Collective Bargaining 
Agreements 
4.1 What are Athlete 
Employment Contracts?
A contract generally between a club 
and athlete hiring the latter to 
provide services to the former as an 
athlete can be called as an athlete 
employment contract. These 
contracts are usually similar to any 
other employment contracts. They 
also contain certain provisions 
relating to sports discipline like 
provisions regarding the fitness of 
players, anti-doping measures etc. 
These employment contracts are 
sometimes also part of the collective 
bargaining agreements. In most of 
the jurisdictions athletes entering 
into these type of contracts are 
considered as employees.
Collective bargaining agree
some of the major sporting leagues 
are analyzed in this section to 
                                                          
13"Sports Player's Right For Occupation" 
(2010) 13 
thejournalofsportsandentertainmentlaw
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understand the scope of these 
contracts. 
4.1.1 National Football League
National Football League (NFL) is 
an American professional football 
league started 96 years ago in the 
year 1920.14 As of 2011 NFL 
comprises of 32 teams and more 
than 1500 players. All the athletes 
participating in the NFL are 
represented by the National Football 
League Players Association 
(NFLPA). The National Football 
League Players Association is the 
union for professional football 
players in the National Football 
League. Set up in 1956, the NFLPA 
has a long history of guaranteeing 
legitimate acknowledgment and 
representation of players' interests. 
One of the important roles of 
NFLPA is to negotiate the Collect
Bargaining Agreement with the 
league and other stakeholders. The 
recent NFL Collective Bargaining 
was entered into on August 4, 2011 
and is applicable till the happening 
of league matches of the                                                           
14National Football League (2016) 
Wikipedia 
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_F
ootball_League>. 
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(2016) 
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year2020.The Preamble of the CBA 
of NFL reads as follows:

“This 
Agreement, which is 
the product of bona 
fide, arm’s length 
collective bar-
is made and entered 
into as of the 4th day 
of August, 2011 in 
accordance with the 
provisions of the 
National Labor 
Relations Act, as 
amended, by and 
between the Natio
Football League 
Management Council 
(“Management 
Council” or “NFLMC”), 
which is recognized as 
the sole and exclusive 
bargaining 
representative of 
present and future 
employer member 
Clubs of the National 
Football League 
(“NFL” or “League”), 
and the Natio
Football League 
Players Association 
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(“NFLPA”), which is 
recognized as the sole 
and exclusive 
bargaining 
representative of 
present and future 
employee players in 
the NFL…”15 
The NFL CBA is a compilation 

of Settlement Agreement, NFL 
Player Contract, the N
Constitution and Bylaws, the NFL 
Rules and various other provision 
governing the NFL. All these sub
agreements are governed by the 
Governing Agreement prescribed in 
the Article 2 of NFL CBA. Article 4 of 
the NFL CBA contains the NFL 
Player Contract which includes the 
provisions governing the hiring of a 
player by a Club. The player contract 
also prescribes the dispute 
resolution contract.16 
4.1.2. Major League Baseball
Major League Baseball (MLB) is one 
of the oldest proefessional sporting 
leagues in the United States and 
Canada. MLB was founded in the 
year 1869 and currently comprises 
                                                          
15Preamble of the NFL CBA 
16Article 12 of the NFL CBA 
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of the oldest proefessional sporting 

United States and 
Canada. MLB was founded in the 
year 1869 and currently comprises 

                   

of 30 teams. Since its inception 
more than 15000 athletes have been 
a part of the professional league.
All the players participating in the 
league are represented by the Ma
League Baseball Players Association 
(MLBPA). MLBPA was founded in 
the year 1953 and at present 1200 
league players are the members of 
MLBPA. 
The MLBPA represents all present 
Major League Baseball players for 
the purpose of collective bargaining. 
The Association likewise helps 
players with grievances and pay and 
salary dispute resolution through 
arbitration =. The Association works 
intimately with MLB in 
guaranteeing that the playing 
conditions for all games involving 
Major League players, whether the 
games are played in MLB stadiums 
or somewhere else, including 
globally, meet legitimate safety 
rules. The Association additionally 
serves as the group licensing agent 
for the interest of the players.

                                                          
17Major League Baseball (2016) Wikipedia 
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_Lea
gue_Baseball>. 
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The recent MLB Collective 
Bargaining Agreement (MLB CBA) 
was signed on December 12, 2011 
between 30 Major League Clubs and 
the MLBPA. The current CBA 
expires on December 1, 2016.  The 
MLB CBA consists of various rules 
and regulations governing the 
relationship between the clubs and 
the players in the league. It i
a uniform player contract which has 
to be signed between a club and a 
player to hire the player to play for 
the club. The MLB CBA also enlists 
various rights and duties for both 
the players and the clubs and also 
includes the way to resolve the 
disputes. 
4.1.3 National Hockey League
National hockey league is one the 
major sporting leagues in the Unites 
States and Canada.18 Founded in the 
year 1917, NHL is headquartered in 
New York and currently consists of 
30 teams from 2 countries. The 
league attracts professional players 
from around the world and the 
current league has players                                                           
18National Hockey League (2016) 
Wikipedia 
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_
Hockey_League>. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_

representing more than 20 
countries. 
The National Hockey League 
Players' Association (NHLPA) is the 
union for professional hockey 
players in the National Hockey 
League (NHL). Founded in 1967, the 
union negotiates and implements 
reasonable terms and condition with 
regards to the employment of the 
NHL players.19 
The Collective Bargaining 
Agreement between the NHLPA and 
the NHL was confirmed by the 
NHLPA on January 12, 2013, ending
a four-month lockout by the owners 
of the National Hockey League 
Clubs.20The preamble of the NHL 
CBA reads as follows: 

“This Collective 
Bargaining 
Agreement, together 
with all Exhibits hereto 
("CBA" or 
"Agreement"), which is 

                                                          
19Inside NHLPA (2016) Nhlpa.com 
<http://www.nhlpa.com/inside
20Collective Bargaining Agreement
Nhlpa.com 
<http://www.nhlpa.com/inside
nhlpa/collective-bargaining
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the product of bona 
fide, arm's length 
collective bargaining, 
is entered into the 15th 
day of February, 2013, 
by and between the 
National Hockey 
League, a joint venture 
organized as a not
profit unincorporated 
association ("NHL" or 
"League"), which is 
recognized as the sole 
and exclusive 
bargaining 
representative of the 
present and future 
Clubs of the NHL, and 
the National Hockey 
League Players' 
Association ("NHLPA" 
or "Association"), 
which is recognized as 
the sole and exclusive 
bargaining 
representative of 
present and future 
Players in the NHL. 
The NHL and the 
NHLPA hereafter shall 
be referred to 
collectively as "the 
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ve of 
present and future 
Players in the NHL. 
The NHL and the 
NHLPA hereafter shall 
be referred to 
collectively as "the 

parties". This CBA 
supersedes and 
replaces all prior 
collective bargaining 
agreements between 
the parties.”21 
The Agreement sets out 

the terms and conditions of 
work of all expert hockey 
players playing in the NHL 
and also the individual 
privileges of the NHL Clubs, 
the NHL and the NHLPA. The 
Agreement is set to stay in 
effect until September 15, 
2022, with both the NHL and 
the NHLPA having 
privilege to end the 
Agreement following eight 
years of the date of the 
commencement. 
4.1.4 Australian Football 
League 
The Australian Football League is 
the professional competition league 
for the Australian Rules Football. 
The League was founded in th
1896 and currently consists of 18 
teams with its headquarters in 
Melbourne, Australia. The                                                           
21Ibid. 
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professional players in AFL are 
represented by the AFL players 
Association also called as AFL 
Players. AFL Players has 
represented the current players of 
the league to sign a collective 
bargaining agreement on their 
behalf. 
4.2 The Status of an Athlete as an 
Employee 
 Instead of the transformation 
of sport into a completely 
commercial activity and the players 
representing them as brands the 
legal status of the players in various 
sports remains as employees. The 
professional sports person now 
laying for the clubs are considered 
as employees. And the contract 
between the clubs and the players 
are characterized as employment 
contracts. 
5. Arbitration Agreements in 
Sports 
The section analyses various model 
arbitration clauses in international 
commercial arbitration, the court of 
arbitration for sport with the clauses 
present in the player agreements of 
the leagues being discussed in this 
paper. 
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In case of Internation
Arbitration the parties agreeing into 
an Arbitration Agreement to resolve 
any type of future dispute address 
certain important questions like 
which arbitral rules should be used? 
Where should the arbitration take 
place? And how many arbitrato
should be there. If the parties opt for 
institutional arbitration they can 
simply adopt the model arbitration 
clauses provided by the institution 
they prefer. Following are some of 
the samples of standar LCIA
ICC23, and UNCITRAL
clauses: 
LCIA 
Any dispute arising out of or in 
connection with this contract, 
including any question regarding its 
existence, validity, or termination,                                                           
22The London Court Of International 
Arbitration<http://www.lcia.org/LCIA/int
roduction.aspx>. 
23ICC - International Chamber Of 
Commerce<http://www.iccwbo.org/produc
ts-and-services/arbitration
adr/arbitration/>. 
241985 - UNCITRAL Model Law On International 
Commercial 
Arbitration<http://www.uncitral.org/uncitral/e
n/uncitral_texts/arbitration/1985Model_arbitr
ation.html>. 
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shall be referred to and finally 
resolved by arbitration under the 
LCIA Rules, which Rules are 
deemed to be incorp
reference into this clause. [The 
Emergency Arbitrator Provisions 
shall not apply]. 

1. The number of arbitrators 
shall be [one/three].

2. The seat, or legal place, of 
arbitration shall be [City 
and/or Country]. 

3. The language to be used in 
the arbitral proceedings shall 
be [ ]. 

4. The governing law of the 
contract shall be the 
substantive law of [ ].

ICC 
All disputes arising out of or in 
connection with the present contract 
shall be finally settled under the 
Rules of Arbitration of the 
International Chamber o
Commerce by one or more 
arbitrators appointed in accordance 
with the said Rules. [The Emergency 
Arbitrator Provisions shall not 
apply]. 
The ICC also advises that the parties 
should stipulate: the law governing 
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shall be finally settled under the 
Rules of Arbitration of the 
International Chamber of 
Commerce by one or more 
arbitrators appointed in accordance 
with the said Rules. [The Emergency 
Arbitrator Provisions shall not 

The ICC also advises that the parties 
should stipulate: the law governing 

the contract; the number of 
arbitrators; the place of arbitration; 
and the language of the arbitration.
UNCITRAL Rules for Ad Hoc 
Arbitration 
Any dispute, controversy or claim 
arising out of or relating to this 
contract, or the breach, termination 
or invalidity thereof, shall be settled 
by arbitration in accordance with 
the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules.
UNCITRAL also advises that the 
parties consider adding: 
(a) The appointing authority shall be 
… (name of institution or person);
(b) The number of arbitrators shall 
be … (one or three); 
(c) The place of arbitration shall be 
… (town or country); and
(d) The language(s) to be used in the 
arbitral proceedings shall be …
The Court of Arbitration for 
Sport (CAS) 
The CAS provides for standard 
arbitration clauses for the parties to 
choose from for various situ
The CAS standard arbitration 
clauses are meant for normal 
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arbitration and arbitration when the 
dispute has already arisen. Under 
the CAS arbitration clauses, the 
parties can also choose if the losing 
party will have the right to appeal to 
the appeal authority. 
The normal CAS arbitration clause 
can be read as follows: 

"Any dispute 
arising from or related 
to the present contract 
will be submitted 
exclusively to the 
Court of Arbitration 
for Sport in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, and 
resolved definitively in 
accordance with the 
Code of sports-related 
arbitration."25 

The parties also have the right to 
choose the number of arbitrators 
(either one or three) and the 
language of the arbitration. If the 
arbitration agreement concluded 
after the dispute evolved, the pa

                                                          
25Standard Clauses - Tribunal Arbitral Du Sport / 
Court Of Arbitration For Sport (2016) Tas
cas.org <http://www.tas-
cas.org/en/arbitration/standard
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can enter into the following 
arbitration agreement:
 “1. [Brief description 
of the dispute] 

2. The dispute will be 
submitted exclusively 
to the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport 
in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, and 
settled definitively in 
accordance with the 
Code of sports
arbitration. 

 3. Alternative 1
The Panel set in 
operation by the Court 
of Arbitration for 
Sport will consist of a 
sole arbitrator 
designated by the 
President of the CAS 
Division concerned.

 Alternative 2 
The Panel set in 
operation by the Court 
of Arbitration for 
Sport will consist of 
three arbitrators. 
Each party designates 

P a g e  | 14 

can enter into the following 
arbitration agreement: 

“1. [Brief description 

2. The dispute will be 
submitted exclusively 
to the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport 
in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, and 
settled definitively in 
accordance with the 

ode of sports-related 

3. Alternative 1 
The Panel set in 
operation by the Court 
of Arbitration for 
Sport will consist of a 
sole arbitrator 
designated by the 
President of the CAS 
Division concerned. 

The Panel set in 
operation by the Court 
of Arbitration for 
Sport will consist of 
three arbitrators. 
Each party designates 



 

the following 
arbitrator: 
Claimant: Mr/Mrs ... 
[insert the name of a 
person included on the 
list of CAS arbitrators 
(see Annex I)]; 
Defendant: Mr/Mrs ... 
[insert the name of a 
person included on the 
list of CAS arbitrators 
(see Annex I)]; 
These two arbitrators 
will designate the 
President of the Panel 
within 30 days 
following the 
signature of this 
agreement. If no 
agreement is reached 
within this time limit, 
the President of the 
Division concerned 
will designate the 
President of the 
Panel.” 

Arbitration Agreements/ 
Clauses in CBAs/Player 
Contracts 

 

the following 

Claimant: Mr/Mrs ... 
[insert the name of a 
person included on the 
list of CAS arbitrators 

fendant: Mr/Mrs ... 
[insert the name of a 
person included on the 
list of CAS arbitrators 

These two arbitrators 
will designate the 
President of the Panel 
within 30 days 
following the 
signature of this 
agreement. If no 
agreement is reached 

thin this time limit, 
the President of the 
Division concerned 
will designate the 
President of the 

Arbitration Agreements/ 
Clauses in CBAs/Player 

A bird eye view of the collective 
bargaining agreements of the 
sporting leagues discussed in 
papers shows that alternative 
dispute resolution plays an 
important role in the dispute 
resolution and grievance redressal 
process. The collective bargaining 
agreements contain specific clauses 
for the purpose of grievance 
redressal and dispute resolu
The process followed is generally a 
three step process which involves 
mediation/ negotiation and the first 
instance, the second step is 
arbitration and the third step is the 
appeal to the arbitration award 
delivered in the second step. The 
leagues have established their own 
dispute resolution mechanisms for 
various types of dispute.  The 
players on the other hand, have the 
right to waive of the arbitration 
agreement and use some other 
venue or other method of dispute 
resolution. 
5. Conclusion 
Arbitration in the field of sports has 
become a part of the well
established legal dispute resolution 
system, thanks to the development 
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A bird eye view of the collective 
bargaining agreements of the 
sporting leagues discussed in this 
papers shows that alternative 
dispute resolution plays an 
important role in the dispute 
resolution and grievance redressal 
process. The collective bargaining 
agreements contain specific clauses 
for the purpose of grievance 
redressal and dispute resolution. 
The process followed is generally a 
three step process which involves 
mediation/ negotiation and the first 
instance, the second step is 
arbitration and the third step is the 
appeal to the arbitration award 
delivered in the second step. The 

ve established their own 
dispute resolution mechanisms for 
various types of dispute.  The 
players on the other hand, have the 
right to waive of the arbitration 
agreement and use some other 
venue or other method of dispute 

Arbitration in the field of sports has 
become a part of the well-
established legal dispute resolution 
system, thanks to the development 



 

in the area with the help of steps 
taken by major stakeholders. The 
parties are choosing to arbitrate 
various types of sports disputes 
because of the specialized and sports 
focused resolution systems. The 
types of disputes being referred to 
arbitration are from broad 
categories including the disciplinary 
disputes, salary negotiation 
disputes, and also other matters 
involving employment of athletes.
Major arbitration centers play an 
important role in facilitating the 
whole process. Also the organization 
like CAS, apart from just being an 
infrastructure, is also playing a role 
in establishing a legal jurisprudence 
in the area of sports dispute 
resolution. 
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# 2 FIELDING INELIGIBLE 
PLAYERS: SANCTIONS ON 

The Bolivian Football Association 
(FBF) was sanctioned for fielding an 
ineligible player in the preliminary 
competition matches for the 2018 
FIFA World Cup Russia played 
between Bolivia and Peru on 1 
September 2016 and between Chile 
and Bolivia on 6 September 2016.
Both matches were declared to be 
forfeited and awarded 3-0 in favour of 
Peru and 3-0 in favour of Chile, with 
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The Bolivian Football Association 

sanctioned for fielding an 
ineligible player in the preliminary 
competition matches for the 2018 
FIFA World Cup Russia played 
between Bolivia and Peru on 1 
September 2016 and between Chile 
and Bolivia on 6 September 2016.  
Both matches were declared to be 

0 in favour of 
0 in favour of Chile, with 

the FBF also receiving a total fine of 
CHF 12,000 after the FIFA 
Disciplinary Committee deemed the 
FBF liable for having breached art. 55 
par. 1 of the FIFA Disciplinary Code 
(FDC) and art. 8 of the Regulations for 
the 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia.
Article 55 : Ineligibility 
1. If a player takes part in an official 
match despite being ineligible, his 
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the FBF also receiving a total fine of 
CHF 12,000 after the FIFA 
Disciplinary Committee deemed the 
FBF liable for having breached art. 55 

f the FIFA Disciplinary Code 
(FDC) and art. 8 of the Regulations for 
the 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia. 

Ineligibility  
If a player takes part in an official 

match despite being ineligible, his 



 
team will be sanctioned by forfeiting 
the match (cf. art. 31) and paying a 
minimum fine of CHF 6,000. 
2. If a player takes part in a friendly 
match despite being ineligible, his 
team will be sanctioned by forfeiting 
the match and paying a minimum fine 
of CHF 4,000. 
Upon delivering its decision, the FIFA 
Disciplinary Committee referred to the 
wording of art. 55 of the FDC, which 
sets a clear sanction for any breach of 
eligibility rules.  
The sanction relates to the player 
Nelson Cabrera who was fielded by 
Bolivia in breach of the rules on 
eligibility to play for representative 
teams set out in the Regulations 
Governing the Application of the FIFA 
Statutes. 
Following the sanctions imposed on 
the Bolivian Football Association 
(FBF) for fielding an ineligible 
in two different matches, the grounds 
of the decisions were sent to the FBF. 
The conditions for a possible appeal 
are mentioned in art. 118ff of the FIFA 
Disciplinary Code (FDC). 
Article 118: Contestable decisions : An 
appeal may be lodged with the 
Committee against any decision passed 

 

team will be sanctioned by forfeiting 
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2. If a player takes part in a friendly 
match despite being ineligible, his 
team will be sanctioned by forfeiting 
the match and paying a minimum fine 

Upon delivering its decision, the FIFA 
Disciplinary Committee referred to the 
wording of art. 55 of the FDC, which 
sets a clear sanction for any breach of 

The sanction relates to the player 
Nelson Cabrera who was fielded by 
Bolivia in breach of the rules on 
eligibility to play for representative 
teams set out in the Regulations 
Governing the Application of the FIFA 

Following the sanctions imposed on 
the Bolivian Football Association 
(FBF) for fielding an ineligible player 
in two different matches, the grounds 
of the decisions were sent to the FBF. 
The conditions for a possible appeal 
are mentioned in art. 118ff of the FIFA 

Article 118: Contestable decisions : An 
appeal may be lodged with the Appeal 
Committee against any decision passed 

by the Disciplinary Committee, unless 
the disciplinary measure pronounced 
is: a) a warning;  
b) a reprimand;  
c) a suspension for fewer than three 
matches or of up to two months; 
d) a fine of up to CHF 15,000 i
on an association or a club or of up to 
CHF 7,500 in other cases; e) decisions 
passed in compliance with art. 64 of 
this code. 
The sanctions relate to the 
Paraguayan-born player Nelson 
Cabrera who assumed Bolivian 
nationality on 3 February 2016. Sin
he did not fulfil any of the conditions 
of art. 7 of the Regulations Governing 
the Application of the Statutes, he was 
not eligible to represent Bolivia.
Article 7: Laws of the Game 
1. Each member association shall play 
association football in complian
the Laws of the Game issued by The 
IFAB. Only The IFAB may lay down 
and alter the Laws of the Game. 
2. The IFAB is an association in 
accordance with Swiss law with its 
headquarters located in Zurich 
(Switzerland). The members of The 
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nationality on 3 February 2016. Since 
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of art. 7 of the Regulations Governing 
the Application of the Statutes, he was 
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1. Each member association shall play 
association football in compliance with 
the Laws of the Game issued by The 
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and alter the Laws of the Game.  
2. The IFAB is an association in 
accordance with Swiss law with its 
headquarters located in Zurich 
(Switzerland). The members of The 



 
IFAB are FIFA and the four British 
associations.  
3. The organisation, duties and 
responsibilities of The IFAB are 
governed by the statutes of The IFAB. 
4. Each member association shall play 
futsal in accordance with the Futsal 
Laws of the Game, as issued by the 
Council.  
5. Each member association shall play 
beach soccer in accordance with the 
Beach Soccer Laws of the Game, as 
issued by the Council. 
After a preliminary investigation was 
conducted to gather evidence and 
information, disciplinary proceedings 
were opened against the FBF by the 
FIFA Disciplinary Committee ex 
officio, meaning that a complaint is not 
required to start such investigation, in 
line with art. 108 of the FDC and the 
regular practice of the FIFA 
Disciplinary Committee.  
Article 108: Commencement of
proceedings : 
1. Disciplinary infringements are 
prosecuted ex officio.  
2. Any person or body may report 
conduct that he or it considers 
incompatible with the regulations of 

 

and the four British 

3. The organisation, duties and 
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governed by the statutes of The IFAB.  
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futsal in accordance with the Futsal 
Laws of the Game, as issued by the 

5. Each member association shall play 
beach soccer in accordance with the 
Beach Soccer Laws of the Game, as 

After a preliminary investigation was 
conducted to gather evidence and 
information, disciplinary proceedings 

against the FBF by the 
FIFA Disciplinary Committee ex 
officio, meaning that a complaint is not 
required to start such investigation, in 
line with art. 108 of the FDC and the 
regular practice of the FIFA 

: Commencement of 

1. Disciplinary infringements are 

2. Any person or body may report 
conduct that he or it considers 
incompatible with the regulations of 

FIFA to the judicial bodies. Such 
complaints shall be made in writing. 
3. Match officials are obliged to expose 
infringements which have come to 
their notice. 
Article 33: Partial suspension
implementation of sanctions
1. The body that pronounces a match 
suspension (cf. art. 19), a ban on access 
to dressing rooms and/or the 
substitutes’ bench (cf. art. 20), a ban 
on taking part in any football
activity (cf. art. 22), the obligation to 
play a match without spectat
art. 24), the obligation to play a match 
on neutral ground (cf. art. 25) or a ban 
on playing in a certain stadium (cf. art. 
26) may examine whether it is possible 
to suspend the implementation of the 
sanction partially.  
2. Partial suspension is p
only if the duration of the sanction 
does not exceed six matches or six 
months and if the relevant 
circumstances allow it, in particular 
the previous record of the person 
sanctioned.  
3. The body decides which part of the 
sanction may be suspend
case, half of the sanction is definite. 
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Article 33: Partial suspension of 
implementation of sanctions: 
1. The body that pronounces a match 
suspension (cf. art. 19), a ban on access 
to dressing rooms and/or the 
substitutes’ bench (cf. art. 20), a ban 
on taking part in any football-related 
activity (cf. art. 22), the obligation to 
play a match without spectators (cf. 
art. 24), the obligation to play a match 
on neutral ground (cf. art. 25) or a ban 
on playing in a certain stadium (cf. art. 
26) may examine whether it is possible 
to suspend the implementation of the 

2. Partial suspension is permissible 
only if the duration of the sanction 
does not exceed six matches or six 
months and if the relevant 
circumstances allow it, in particular 
the previous record of the person 

3. The body decides which part of the 
sanction may be suspended. In any 
case, half of the sanction is definite.  



 
4. By suspending implementation of 
the sanction, the body subjects the 
person sanctioned to a probationary 
period of anything from six months to 
two years.  
5. If the person benefiting from a 
suspended sanction commits another 
infringement during the probationary 
period, the suspension is automatically 
revoked and the sanction applied; it is 
added to the sanction pronounced for 
the new infringement.  
6. Special provisions may apply in 
certain circumstances. In the case of 
antidoping rule violations, this article 
is not applicable. 
In accordance with art. 31 and 55 of 
the FDC, if a player takes part in an 
official match despite being ineligible, 
the team will be sanctioned by 
forfeiting the match (3-0) and 
minimum fine of CHF 6,000. 
Following the same, Bolivian Football 
Association (FBF) was sanctioned 
however they can go for appeal under 
the Disciplinary Rules. 

 

4. By suspending implementation of 
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nction commits another 
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6. Special provisions may apply in 
. In the case of 

antidoping rule violations, this article 

In accordance with art. 31 and 55 of 
the FDC, if a player takes part in an 
official match despite being ineligible, 
the team will be sanctioned by 

0) and paying a 
minimum fine of CHF 6,000. 
Following the same, Bolivian Football 
Association (FBF) was sanctioned 
however they can go for appeal under 
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 # 3 FIBA : INTERNATIONAL 

TRANSFERS  2015/2016
 

The increase in the number of 
international transfers has continued 
since 2013-14 and the increases can be 
attributed mainly to men, rather than 
women. The patterns of previous years 
have continued, with Europe retaining 
its position as being the main hub 
international transfers. The Americas 
remains the biggest exporter of players 
to other continents, thanks again to 
USA and Canada, with the USA still 
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The increase in the number of 
international transfers has continued 

14 and the increases can be 
attributed mainly to men, rather than 
women. The patterns of previous years 
have continued, with Europe retaining 
its position as being the main hub for 
international transfers. The Americas 
remains the biggest exporter of players 
to other continents, thanks again to 
USA and Canada, with the USA still 

the most represented nationality of 
international transfers. The average 
age profile remains stable an
the frequency of international transfers 
by players. 
The change during the 2014
when there was a big increase in 
Europe’s negative balance and a big 
increase in the Americas positive 
balance has remained stable during 
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the most represented nationality of 
international transfers. The average 
age profile remains stable and so does 
the frequency of international transfers 

The change during the 2014-15 season 
when there was a big increase in 
Europe’s negative balance and a big 
increase in the Americas positive 
balance has remained stable during 



 
2015-16. Other zones remain around 
the zero balance with Oceania having a 
negative balance due to imports from 
Australia. Most Eastern European 
countries remain exporters, whereas 
others in Western Europe such as 
Germany, Switzerland, Belgium and 
England still have a negati
and import more than they export. 
Meanwhile at the world level, USA and 
Australia were both the biggest 
exporters and importers of players. 
One big difference in Europe from 
2014-15 is that in a number of 
countries including Serbia, Lithuania, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and Greece, a 
large percentage of inward 
international transfers were players 
returning to their home nations.
The change during the 2014
when there was a big increase in 
Europe’s negative balance and a big 
increase in the Americas positive 
balance has remained stable during 
2015-16. Other zones remain around 
the zero balance with Oceania having a 
negative balance due to imports from 
Australia. Most Eastern European 
countries remain exporters, whereas 
others in Western Europe
Germany, Switzerland, Belgium and 
England still have a negative balance 
and import more than they export. 

 

es remain around 
the zero balance with Oceania having a 
negative balance due to imports from 
Australia. Most Eastern European 
countries remain exporters, whereas 
others in Western Europe such as 
Germany, Switzerland, Belgium and 
England still have a negative balance 
and import more than they export. 
Meanwhile at the world level, USA and 
Australia were both the biggest 
exporters and importers of players. 
One big difference in Europe from 

15 is that in a number of 
countries including Serbia, Lithuania, 

osnia and Herzegovina and Greece, a 
large percentage of inward 
international transfers were players 
returning to their home nations. 
The change during the 2014-15 season 
when there was a big increase in 
Europe’s negative balance and a big 

mericas positive 
balance has remained stable during 

16. Other zones remain around 
the zero balance with Oceania having a 
negative balance due to imports from 
Australia. Most Eastern European 
countries remain exporters, whereas 
others in Western Europe such as 
Germany, Switzerland, Belgium and 
England still have a negative balance 
and import more than they export. 

Meanwhile at the world level, USA and 
Australia were both the biggest 
exporters and importers of players. 
One big difference in Europe from 
2014-15 is that in a number of 
countries including Serbia, Lithuania, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and Greece, a 
large percentage of inward 
international transfers were players 
returning to their home nations.
There has been no change in the major 
migratory paths between two countries 
(not including intra
transfers). They still involve the USA to 
Europe, Australia and China. However, 
there has been a change of direction 
between Canada and the USA and a 
general decrease in the total numbers 
and especially in terms of those going 
to the USA. The biggest network 
outside of the USA and Europe is 
between New Zealand and Australia 
mainly due to geographical proximity 
and basketball culture (50 transfers). 
Next is Uruguay and Argentina (42) 
and there has also b
activity between Australia and 
Germany (31). Flows within Europe 
remain generally stable, although there 
was a modest increase in 2015
geographical considerations around 
the ease of movement and travel, 
remaining key drivers.
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in terms of those going 
to the USA. The biggest network 
outside of the USA and Europe is 
between New Zealand and Australia – 
mainly due to geographical proximity 
and basketball culture (50 transfers). 
Next is Uruguay and Argentina (42) 
and there has also been significant 
activity between Australia and 
Germany (31). Flows within Europe 
remain generally stable, although there 
was a modest increase in 2015-16, with 
geographical considerations around 
the ease of movement and travel, 
remaining key drivers. 



 
Since an agreement was signed in 1997 
with FIBA whereby a Letter of 
Clearance is requested for each 
international transfer, the NBA has 
seen a growth in the number of these 
transactions. This process was also 
extended to the USA Summer Leagues 
during 2009. European countries in 
particular have not only played a prime 
role in welcoming players from the 
NBA, but also in the provision of 
players. Meanwhile Asia (mostly 
China) and the Americas also make a 
significant contribution to these 
inward and outward transfer
Although transfers out of the NBA 
have remained more or less stable 
since 2012- 13, for the first time since 
the lock-out of 2011-12, more transfers 
have been recorded coming into the 
NBA than those players leaving. Ever 
since 1998, there has also been 
agreement in place between FIBA and 
the WNBA in respect of international 
transfers. There has since been a 
number of international transfers 
from/to the WNBA, with a very stable 
pattern which has remained largely 
unchanged for the last decade. The 
biggest proportion of transfers has 
involved European countries, where 
revenue is sufficient to attract the best 
talent. Meanwhile after a decrease in 
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13, for the first time since 
12, more transfers 

have been recorded coming into the 
NBA than those players leaving. Ever 
since 1998, there has also been similar 
agreement in place between FIBA and 
the WNBA in respect of international 
transfers. There has since been a 
number of international transfers 
from/to the WNBA, with a very stable 
pattern which has remained largely 
unchanged for the last decade. The 
biggest proportion of transfers has 
involved European countries, where 
revenue is sufficient to attract the best 
talent. Meanwhile after a decrease in 

international transfers for successive 
years in 2013-14 and 2014
was an increase in transfers b
and out of the NBADL in 2015
number is expected to grow during 
forthcoming years, due to a new 
television contract that will allow 
NBADL clubs to attract American 
players that left the country.
The FIBA Agent licensing system was 
introduced in 2007. A total of 459 
agents are now officially certified by 
FIBA thus allowing them to represent 
players and clubs around the globe. In 
cooperation with FIBA and its National 
member Federations, FIBA
agents form an integral part of the 
international transfer market to which 
they provide greater professionalism, 
ethics and transparency. Today, a total 
of 9675 players are listed on 
www.fiba.com/agents which highlights 
the importance of players’ agents and 
the need for a proper framework to 
regulate their activities thus ensuring a 
smooth processing of international 
transfers and the compliance with 
FIBA’s Internal Regulations and 
ethical standards. 
The Basketball Arbitral Tribunal (BAT) 
was established by FIBA in 2006 and 
is today an independent 
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international transfers for successive 
14 and 2014-15, there 

was an increase in transfers both in 
and out of the NBADL in 2015-16. This 
number is expected to grow during 
forthcoming years, due to a new 
television contract that will allow 
NBADL clubs to attract American 
players that left the country. 
The FIBA Agent licensing system was 

in 2007. A total of 459 
agents are now officially certified by 
FIBA thus allowing them to represent 
players and clubs around the globe. In 
cooperation with FIBA and its National 
member Federations, FIBA-certified 
agents form an integral part of the 

ational transfer market to which 
they provide greater professionalism, 
ethics and transparency. Today, a total 
of 9675 players are listed on 
www.fiba.com/agents which highlights 
the importance of players’ agents and 
the need for a proper framework to 

ate their activities thus ensuring a 
smooth processing of international 
transfers and the compliance with 
FIBA’s Internal Regulations and 

The Basketball Arbitral Tribunal (BAT) 
was established by FIBA in 2006 and 
is today an independent organization 



 
officially recognized by FIBA. The BAT 
provides services for the resolution of 
contractual disputes between players, 
agents, coaches and clubs through 
arbitration in a simple, fast and cost
efficient manner. In view of the fact 
that the use of BAT to resolve 
contractual disputes is entirely 
voluntary, the failure to honour a BAT 
Award may entail sanctions by FIBA 
such as, as the case may be, a 
monetary fine, the withdrawal of a 
FIBA Agent’s License, a ban on 
international transfers of players o
ban on registration of new players, as 
provided in the FIBA Internal 
Regulations. 

 

officially recognized by FIBA. The BAT 
provides services for the resolution of 
contractual disputes between players, 
agents, coaches and clubs through 
arbitration in a simple, fast and cost-
efficient manner. In view of the fact 

BAT to resolve 
contractual disputes is entirely 
voluntary, the failure to honour a BAT 
Award may entail sanctions by FIBA 
such as, as the case may be, a 
monetary fine, the withdrawal of a 
FIBA Agent’s License, a ban on 
international transfers of players or a 
ban on registration of new players, as 
provided in the FIBA Internal 
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# 4 BCCI INCOME TAX 

ASSESSMENT

FINANCIAL YEARS 2008
AND THEREAFTER:  
The Board had registered itself under 
Section 12A of the Income Tax Act, 
1961. During the year ended 31st 
March, 2010, the Board received a 
communication from the Director of 
Income Tax (Exemption), Mumbai 
stating that the registration granted to 
the Board under Section 12A of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961 is not valid from 
1st June, 2006, the date on which the 
Objects and Memorandum of the 

 

BCCI INCOME TAX 
ASSESSMENT 

Image Courtesy:intoday.in
FINANCIAL YEARS 2008-09 

The Board had registered itself under 
Section 12A of the Income Tax Act, 
1961. During the year ended 31st 
March, 2010, the Board received a 
communication from the Director of 
Income Tax (Exemption), Mumbai 
stating that the registration granted to 

Board under Section 12A of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961 is not valid from 
1st June, 2006, the date on which the 
Objects and Memorandum of the 

Board were amended. The Board’s 
appeal with the ITAT against the said 
communication had been dismissed as 
non- maintainable by the ITAT. The 
ITAT has held that the benefits of 
registration under Section 12A cannot 
be extended to the amended objects. 
However, without prejudice, the Board 
believes that the benefits of 
registration under Section 12A would 
continue to be available for the original 
objects of the Board. During the year 
ended 31st March, 2013, the Board had 
filed an appeal before the Honourable 
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BCCI INCOME TAX 

Image Courtesy:intoday.in
Board were amended. The Board’s 
appeal with the ITAT against the said 
communication had been dismissed as 

inable by the ITAT. The 
ITAT has held that the benefits of 
registration under Section 12A cannot 
be extended to the amended objects. 
However, without prejudice, the Board 
believes that the benefits of 
registration under Section 12A would 

ilable for the original 
objects of the Board. During the year 
ended 31st March, 2013, the Board had 
filed an appeal before the Honourable 



 
High Court of Bombay against the 
order of the ITAT and the Board has 
also filed a writ petition before the 
Honourable High Court of Bombay to 
stay the communication of the Director 
of Income Tax. During the previous 
year ended 31st March, 2015, the 
Honourable High Court of Bombay 
admitted the appeal of the Board and 
directed that both the writ petition and 
the appeal are interconnected with the 
same matter and, therefore they would 
be heard together. During the year 
ended 31st March, 2009, the Board 
had also received a letter from the 
Income Tax Department requesting 
the Board to analyse its facts and pay 
the necessary advance tax consequent 
to the amendment of the definition of 
“Charitable Purpose” under Section 
2(15) of the Income Tax Act, 1961.
PERIODS PRIOR TO FINANCIAL 
YEAR 2008-09:  
The Department has filed appeals for 
the financial year 1998-99 and 1999
2000 before the ITAT questioning the 
exemption under Section 11 of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961. Further, the 
Department has denied the exemption 
under Section 11 of the Income Tax 
Act, 1961 for the financial years 2006
07 and 2007-08 as described in the 

 

High Court of Bombay against the 
order of the ITAT and the Board has 
also filed a writ petition before the 

High Court of Bombay to 
stay the communication of the Director 
of Income Tax. During the previous 
year ended 31st March, 2015, the 
Honourable High Court of Bombay 
admitted the appeal of the Board and 
directed that both the writ petition and 

interconnected with the 
same matter and, therefore they would 
be heard together. During the year 
ended 31st March, 2009, the Board 
had also received a letter from the 
Income Tax Department requesting 
the Board to analyse its facts and pay 

ance tax consequent 
to the amendment of the definition of 
“Charitable Purpose” under Section 
2(15) of the Income Tax Act, 1961. 
PERIODS PRIOR TO FINANCIAL 

The Department has filed appeals for 
99 and 1999-

he ITAT questioning the 
exemption under Section 11 of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961. Further, the 
Department has denied the exemption 
under Section 11 of the Income Tax 
Act, 1961 for the financial years 2006-

08 as described in the 

notes below. Further, the Honourable 
High Court of Bombay has quashed the 
writ petitions filed by the Board 
challenging the reassessment 
proceedings for the financial years 
2003-04, 2004-05 and 2005
Department in which the exemption 
under Section 11 was proposed t
denied. However, considering the fact 
that for the financial years 2000
2001-02 and 2002
Assessments under Section 143(3) 
have been completed allowing the 
exemption under Section 11, the Board 
expects a favourable decision with 
respect to the disputes relating to the 
financial years 1998
2003-04, 2004-05, 2005
and 2007-08 as detailed below based 
on professional advice and, hence, 
believes that no liability towards tax is 
required to be provided for in the 
financial statements. III. Year
Assessment Status:  
(a) For the financial year 1997
Income Tax Authorities had 
withdrawn the tax exemption given to 
the Board under Section 10(23) of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961 and had raised a 
demand aggregating Rs. 10.
(inclusive of interest amounting to Rs. 
3.74 Crores). The Board had preferred 
an appeal with the CIT(A) against the 
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er, the Honourable 
High Court of Bombay has quashed the 
writ petitions filed by the Board 
challenging the reassessment 
proceedings for the financial years 

05 and 2005-06 by the 
Department in which the exemption 
under Section 11 was proposed to be 
denied. However, considering the fact 
that for the financial years 2000-01, 

02 and 2002-03, the 
Assessments under Section 143(3) 
have been completed allowing the 
exemption under Section 11, the Board 
expects a favourable decision with 

the disputes relating to the 
financial years 1998-99, 1999-2000, 

05, 2005-06, 2006- 07 
08 as detailed below based 

on professional advice and, hence, 
believes that no liability towards tax is 
required to be provided for in the 

al statements. III. Year-wise 

(a) For the financial year 1997-98, the 
Income Tax Authorities had 
withdrawn the tax exemption given to 
the Board under Section 10(23) of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961 and had raised a 
demand aggregating Rs. 10.17 Crores 
(inclusive of interest amounting to Rs. 
3.74 Crores). The Board had preferred 
an appeal with the CIT(A) against the 



 
said demand and had deposited Rs. 
4.03 Crores under protest, being the 
amount demanded by the Department. 
The CIT(A) through its order restored 
the exemption under Section 10(23) 
but sustained disallowance of 
expenditure amounting to Rs. 0.75 
Crore. The Board filed an appeal with 
the ITAT and the ITAT allowed the 
appeal in favour of the Board and 
referred the matter back to the 
Assessing Officer for verifying the 
expenses incurred out of the INDCOM 
Bank Account, which is pending. 
(b) For the financial year 1998
Income Tax Authorities denied the 
benefit of Section 11 of the Income Tax 
Act, 1961 to the Board and raised a Tax 
demand aggregating Rs. 4.10 Crores 
(inclusive of interest amounting to Rs. 
1.38 Crores). The Board preferred an 
appeal with the CIT(A) against the said 
demand. The CIT(A) through its order 
substantially allowed the appeal but 
sustained disallowance of expend
amounting to Rs. 0.10 Crore resulting 
in a demand of Rs. 0.03 Crore. The 
Board and the Department have gone 
on appeal against the order of the CIT 
(A) before the ITAT, which is pending. 
In the meanwhile, the Board paid Rs. 
0.03 Crore under protest an
the year ended 31st March, 2009, the 

 

said demand and had deposited Rs. 
4.03 Crores under protest, being the 
amount demanded by the Department. 

rder restored 
the exemption under Section 10(23) 
but sustained disallowance of 
expenditure amounting to Rs. 0.75 
Crore. The Board filed an appeal with 
the ITAT and the ITAT allowed the 
appeal in favour of the Board and 
referred the matter back to the 

sing Officer for verifying the 
expenses incurred out of the INDCOM 
Bank Account, which is pending.  
(b) For the financial year 1998-99, the 
Income Tax Authorities denied the 
benefit of Section 11 of the Income Tax 
Act, 1961 to the Board and raised a Tax 

mand aggregating Rs. 4.10 Crores 
(inclusive of interest amounting to Rs. 
1.38 Crores). The Board preferred an 
appeal with the CIT(A) against the said 
demand. The CIT(A) through its order 
substantially allowed the appeal but 
sustained disallowance of expenditure 
amounting to Rs. 0.10 Crore resulting 
in a demand of Rs. 0.03 Crore. The 
Board and the Department have gone 
on appeal against the order of the CIT 
(A) before the ITAT, which is pending. 
In the meanwhile, the Board paid Rs. 
0.03 Crore under protest and during 
the year ended 31st March, 2009, the 

Board received refund of Rs. 2.66 
Crores (including interest amounting 
to Rs. 0.62 Crore), for the financial 
year 1998-1999 after adjusting the 
demand of Rs. 0.03 Crore. 
(c) For the financial year 1999
the Income Tax Authorities denied the 
benefit of Section 10(23) and Section 
11 of the Income Tax Act, 1961 to the 
Board and raised a Tax demand 
aggregating Rs. 18.21 Crores (inclusive 
of interest amounting to Rs. 5.95 
Crores). The Board preferred an appeal 
against the said demand. The CIT(A) 
through its order substantially allowed 
the appeal but sustained disallowance 
of expenditure amounting to Rs. 0.15 
Crore, resulting in a demand of Rs. 
0.10 Crore. The Board has gone on 
appeal against the order of the CIT
before the ITAT, which is pending. In 
the meanwhile, the Board paid Rs. 
0.10 Crore under protest and during 
the year ended 31st March, 2009, the 
Board received refund of Rs. 3.24 
Crores (including interest amounting 
to Rs. 0.77 Crore), for the financi
year 1999-2000 after adjusting the 
demand of Rs.0.10 Crore. 
(d) The Income Tax Department has 
disallowed the interest on benevolent 
fund in assessing the income of the 
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Board received refund of Rs. 2.66 
Crores (including interest amounting 
to Rs. 0.62 Crore), for the financial 

1999 after adjusting the 
demand of Rs. 0.03 Crore.  
(c) For the financial year 1999-2000, 
he Income Tax Authorities denied the 

benefit of Section 10(23) and Section 
11 of the Income Tax Act, 1961 to the 
Board and raised a Tax demand 
aggregating Rs. 18.21 Crores (inclusive 
of interest amounting to Rs. 5.95 
Crores). The Board preferred an appeal 
against the said demand. The CIT(A) 
through its order substantially allowed 
the appeal but sustained disallowance 
of expenditure amounting to Rs. 0.15 
Crore, resulting in a demand of Rs. 
0.10 Crore. The Board has gone on 
appeal against the order of the CIT (A) 
before the ITAT, which is pending. In 
the meanwhile, the Board paid Rs. 
0.10 Crore under protest and during 
the year ended 31st March, 2009, the 
Board received refund of Rs. 3.24 
Crores (including interest amounting 
to Rs. 0.77 Crore), for the financial 

2000 after adjusting the 
demand of Rs.0.10 Crore.  
(d) The Income Tax Department has 
disallowed the interest on benevolent 
fund in assessing the income of the 



 
Board for financial years 2000
2001-02, 2002-03, 2003-04, 2004
& 2005-06. For financial years 2000
01, 2002-03, 2003-04, 2004
2005-06, the disallowance was made 
at the time of regular assessment and 
with regard to financial year 2001
the disallowance was made during the 
reassessment proceedings. Based on 
an appeal filed by the Board against 
the above disallowance, the ITAT 
passed an order on 27th March, 2012, 
holding that interest on Benevolent 
Fund is allowable as application of 
income for financial years 2000
2005-06. The orders were passed 
under the scenario that the Board is 
registered under Section 12A and is 
eligible for exemption under Section 11 
of the Income Tax Act, 1961. For the 
financial years 2000-01, 2001
2002-03, Interest on Benevolent Fund 
has been allowed, as the income of the 
Board has been assessed allowing the 
exemption available under Section 11. 
However, for financial years 2003
2004-05 & 2005-06 the interest on 
Benevolent Fund has been disallowed 
since, the income of the Board was 
assessed as an AOP carrying Business. 
Against the order of the ITAT, the 
department has filed an appeal before 
the Honourable High Court of 

 

Board for financial years 2000-01, 
04, 2004-05 

financial years 2000-
04, 2004-05 & 

06, the disallowance was made 
at the time of regular assessment and 
with regard to financial year 2001-02, 
the disallowance was made during the 
reassessment proceedings. Based on 

the Board against 
the above disallowance, the ITAT 
passed an order on 27th March, 2012, 
holding that interest on Benevolent 
Fund is allowable as application of 
income for financial years 2000-01 to 

06. The orders were passed 
he Board is 

registered under Section 12A and is 
eligible for exemption under Section 11 
of the Income Tax Act, 1961. For the 

01, 2001-02 and 
03, Interest on Benevolent Fund 

has been allowed, as the income of the 
essed allowing the 

exemption available under Section 11. 
However, for financial years 2003-04, 

06 the interest on 
Benevolent Fund has been disallowed 
since, the income of the Board was 
assessed as an AOP carrying Business. 

of the ITAT, the 
department has filed an appeal before 
the Honourable High Court of 

Bombay. The Honourable High Court 
of Bombay has quashed the appeal of 
the Department and upheld the order 
of the Tribunal.  
(e) The Board received intimation 
under Section 143(1) from the Income 
Tax Authorities for the financial year 
2003-04. Vide this intimation, the 
Income Tax Authorities granted a 
refund of Rs. 2.80 Crores (including 
interest amounting to Rs. 0.12 Crore) 
of which Rs. 1.07 Crores was originally 
adjusted against the demand for 
financial year 2000
assessment under Section 143(3) for 
the financial year 2003
completed and an order was passed by 
the Income Tax Officer (Exemptions), 
Mumbai. The Board was recognised 
under Section 12A and the assessm
was completed allowing the exemption 
under Section 11. However, during the 
year ended 31st March, 2011, the 
Board received a notice under Section 
148 from the Income Tax Department 
stating that the income in respect of 
financial year 2003
assessment within the meaning of 
Section 147 of the Income Tax Act, 
1961. The Board filed a writ petition 
before the Honourable High Court of 
Bombay challenging the reopening of 
assessment which was dismissed by 
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Bombay. The Honourable High Court 
of Bombay has quashed the appeal of 
the Department and upheld the order 

(e) The Board received intimation 
143(1) from the Income 

Tax Authorities for the financial year 
04. Vide this intimation, the 

Income Tax Authorities granted a 
refund of Rs. 2.80 Crores (including 
interest amounting to Rs. 0.12 Crore) 
of which Rs. 1.07 Crores was originally 

ainst the demand for 
financial year 2000-01. The 
assessment under Section 143(3) for 
the financial year 2003-04 was 
completed and an order was passed by 
the Income Tax Officer (Exemptions), 
Mumbai. The Board was recognised 
under Section 12A and the assessment 
was completed allowing the exemption 
under Section 11. However, during the 
year ended 31st March, 2011, the 
Board received a notice under Section 
148 from the Income Tax Department 
stating that the income in respect of 
financial year 2003-04 escaped 

sessment within the meaning of 
Section 147 of the Income Tax Act, 
1961. The Board filed a writ petition 
before the Honourable High Court of 
Bombay challenging the reopening of 
assessment which was dismissed by 



 
the Honourable High Court of Bombay 
against the Board. Following the order 
of the Honourable High Court of 
Bombay, the Department completed 
the reassessment and demanded Rs. 
52.41 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs. 21.37 Crores) vide 
order under Section 143(3) read with 
Section 147. The Board has filed an 
appeal with the CIT(A) against the 
aforesaid order, which is pending. The 
Board has also filed a petition under 
Section 154 for rectification of 
mistakes in the aforesaid order, which 
is pending disposal. The Assessing 
Officer recovered an amount of Rs. 
32.41 Crores out of the refund due for 
the financial year 2011-12. Further, the 
Board also paid an amount of Rs. 20 
Crores under protest. 
( f) The assessment under Section 
143(3) for the financial year 2004
was completed and an order was 
passed by the Additional Director of 
Income Tax (Exemptions) Mumbai. As 
per the order, the Board was 
recognised under Section 12 (A) and 
the assessment was completed under 
Section 11. However, during the year 
ended 31st March, 2011, the Board 
received a notice under Section 148 
from the Income Tax Department 
stating that the income in respect of 

 

the Honourable High Court of Bombay 
e Board. Following the order 

of the Honourable High Court of 
Bombay, the Department completed 
the reassessment and demanded Rs. 
52.41 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs. 21.37 Crores) vide 
order under Section 143(3) read with 

has filed an 
appeal with the CIT(A) against the 
aforesaid order, which is pending. The 
Board has also filed a petition under 
Section 154 for rectification of 
mistakes in the aforesaid order, which 
is pending disposal. The Assessing 

ount of Rs. 
32.41 Crores out of the refund due for 

12. Further, the 
Board also paid an amount of Rs. 20 

( f) The assessment under Section 
143(3) for the financial year 2004-05 
was completed and an order was 

sed by the Additional Director of 
Income Tax (Exemptions) Mumbai. As 
per the order, the Board was 
recognised under Section 12 (A) and 
the assessment was completed under 
Section 11. However, during the year 
ended 31st March, 2011, the Board 

e under Section 148 
from the Income Tax Department 
stating that the income in respect of 

financial year 2004-
assessment within the meaning of 
Section 147 of the Income Tax Act, 
1961. The Board filed a writ petition 
before the Honourable High
Bombay challenging the reopening of 
assessment which was dismissed by 
the Honourable High Court against the 
Board. Following the order of the 
Honourable High Court of Bombay, 
the Department completed the 
reassessment and demanded an 
amount of Rs. 91.46 Crores (including 
interest amounting to Rs. 35.57 
Crores) vide order under Section 
143(3) read with Section 147. The 
Board has filed an appeal with the 
CIT(A) against the aforesaid order, 
which is pending. The Board has also 
filed a petition under S
rectification of mistakes in the 
aforesaid order which is pending 
disposal. The Assessing Officer 
recovered an amount of Rs. 71.46 
Crores out of the refund due for the 
financial year 2011-12. Further, the 
Board also paid an amount of Rs. 20 
Crores under protest. 
(g) For the financial year 2005
intimation under Section 143(1) was 
received in December 2007 along with 
refund of Rs. 8.32 Crores (including 
interest amounting to Rs. 0.63 Crore). 
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-05 has escaped 
assessment within the meaning of 
Section 147 of the Income Tax Act, 
1961. The Board filed a writ petition 
before the Honourable High Court of 
Bombay challenging the reopening of 
assessment which was dismissed by 
the Honourable High Court against the 
Board. Following the order of the 
Honourable High Court of Bombay, 
the Department completed the 
reassessment and demanded an 

91.46 Crores (including 
interest amounting to Rs. 35.57 
Crores) vide order under Section 
143(3) read with Section 147. The 
Board has filed an appeal with the 
CIT(A) against the aforesaid order, 
which is pending. The Board has also 
filed a petition under Section 154 for 
rectification of mistakes in the 
aforesaid order which is pending 
disposal. The Assessing Officer 
recovered an amount of Rs. 71.46 
Crores out of the refund due for the 

12. Further, the 
Board also paid an amount of Rs. 20 
Crores under protest.  
(g) For the financial year 2005-06, 
intimation under Section 143(1) was 
received in December 2007 along with 
refund of Rs. 8.32 Crores (including 
interest amounting to Rs. 0.63 Crore). 



 
The assessment under Section 143(3) 
for the financial year 2005
completed and an order was passed by 
the Additional Director of Income Tax 
(Exemptions), Mumbai. As per the 
order, the Board was recognised under 
Section 12A and the assessment was 
completed under Section 11. However, 
during the year ended 31st March, 
2011, the Board received a notice 
under Section 148 from the Income 
Tax Department stating that the 
income in respect of financial year 
2005-06 has escaped assessment 
within the meaning of Section 147 of 
the Income Tax Act, 1961. The Board 
filed a writ petition before the 
Honourable High Court of Bombay 
challenging the reopening of 
assessment which was dismissed by 
the Honourable High Court. Following 
the order of the Honourable High 
Court of Bombay, the Department 
completed the reassessment and 
passed an order wherein the tax 
liability has been revised to Rs. 222.93 
Crores (including interest amounting 
to Rs. 99.40 Crores). During the 
current year ended 31st March, 2016, 
the Assessing Officer has passed an 
Order under Section 154 wherein the 
tax liability has been revised to Rs. 
185.03 Crores (including interest 

 

The assessment under Section 143(3) 
for the financial year 2005-06 was 
completed and an order was passed by 
the Additional Director of Income Tax 
(Exemptions), Mumbai. As per the 
order, the Board was recognised under 
Section 12A and the assessment was 

leted under Section 11. However, 
during the year ended 31st March, 
2011, the Board received a notice 
under Section 148 from the Income 
Tax Department stating that the 
income in respect of financial year 

06 has escaped assessment 
Section 147 of 

the Income Tax Act, 1961. The Board 
filed a writ petition before the 
Honourable High Court of Bombay 
challenging the reopening of 
assessment which was dismissed by 
the Honourable High Court. Following 
the order of the Honourable High 

f Bombay, the Department 
completed the reassessment and 
passed an order wherein the tax 
liability has been revised to Rs. 222.93 
Crores (including interest amounting 
to Rs. 99.40 Crores). During the 
current year ended 31st March, 2016, 

r has passed an 
Order under Section 154 wherein the 
tax liability has been revised to Rs. 
185.03 Crores (including interest 

amounting to Rs. 61.50 Crores). The 
Board filed an appeal before the 
CIT(A) against the aforesaid order, 
which is pending. The Board
an amount of Rs. 30.13 Crores under 
protest. The Assessing Officer 
recovered an amount of Rs.192.80 
Crores out of the refund due for the 
financial year 2012-13. 
(h) For the financial year 2006
intimation under Section 143(1) was 
received along with a refund of Rs. 
26.97 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs. 1.49 Crores). Based 
on scrutiny assessment, the Board has 
received an order under Section 143(3) 
of the Income Tax Act, 1961 wherein, 
the exemption under Section 11 has 
been denied and the income of the 
Board has been assessed in the status 
of an Association of Persons (AOP) and 
an amount of Rs. 123.45 Crores 
(including interest amounting to Rs. 
29.44 Crores) has been demanded. The 
Department adjusted an amount of Rs. 
92.68 Crores of refund receivable for 
the financial year 2007
amount of tax demanded and also an 
amount of Rs. 30.77 Crores of refund 
receivable for the financial year 2008
09 against the amount of tax 
demanded. The Board filed an appeal 
before the CIT(A) against the aforesaid 
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amounting to Rs. 61.50 Crores). The 
Board filed an appeal before the 
CIT(A) against the aforesaid order, 
which is pending. The Board also paid 
an amount of Rs. 30.13 Crores under 
protest. The Assessing Officer 
recovered an amount of Rs.192.80 
Crores out of the refund due for the 

13.  
(h) For the financial year 2006-07, 
intimation under Section 143(1) was 

ong with a refund of Rs. 
26.97 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs. 1.49 Crores). Based 
on scrutiny assessment, the Board has 
received an order under Section 143(3) 
of the Income Tax Act, 1961 wherein, 
the exemption under Section 11 has 

and the income of the 
Board has been assessed in the status 
of an Association of Persons (AOP) and 
an amount of Rs. 123.45 Crores 
(including interest amounting to Rs. 
29.44 Crores) has been demanded. The 
Department adjusted an amount of Rs. 

refund receivable for 
the financial year 2007-08 against the 
amount of tax demanded and also an 
amount of Rs. 30.77 Crores of refund 
receivable for the financial year 2008-
09 against the amount of tax 
demanded. The Board filed an appeal 

against the aforesaid 



 
order, which is pending. In the 
meanwhile, the Assessing Officer re
opened the assessment for the 
financial year 2006-07 and the 
assessment under Section 143 (3)(ii) 
read with Section 147 was completed 
and an order was passed wherein 
tax liability has been revised to 
Rs.208.55 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs.53.28 Crores). The 
Board filed an appeal before the CIT 
(A) against the aforesaid order, which 
is pending. The Assessing Officer 
recovered an amount of Rs. 17.76 
Crores out of the refund due for the 
financial year 2011-12. Further, the 
Board also paid an amount of Rs. 67.33 
Crores under protest. The Department 
had once again issued a notice under 
Section 148 reopening the assessment 
for financial year 2006-
second time. The re
proceedings were initiated by the 
Income Tax Department stating that 
certain income has escaped 
assessment. The assessment under 
Section 143(ii) read with Section 147 
was completed for the second time and 
an order was passed with an additional 
demand of Rs. 51.22 Crores which is 
proposed to be adjusted against the 
refund for financial year 2007
Board filed an appeal before the CIT 

 

order, which is pending. In the 
meanwhile, the Assessing Officer re-
opened the assessment for the 

07 and the 
assessment under Section 143 (3)(ii) 
read with Section 147 was completed 
and an order was passed wherein the 
tax liability has been revised to 
Rs.208.55 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs.53.28 Crores). The 
Board filed an appeal before the CIT 
(A) against the aforesaid order, which 
is pending. The Assessing Officer 
recovered an amount of Rs. 17.76 

res out of the refund due for the 
12. Further, the 

Board also paid an amount of Rs. 67.33 
Crores under protest. The Department 
had once again issued a notice under 
Section 148 reopening the assessment 

-07 for the 
second time. The re-opening 
proceedings were initiated by the 
Income Tax Department stating that 
certain income has escaped 
assessment. The assessment under 
Section 143(ii) read with Section 147 
was completed for the second time and 

h an additional 
demand of Rs. 51.22 Crores which is 
proposed to be adjusted against the 
refund for financial year 2007-08. The 
Board filed an appeal before the CIT 

(A) against the aforesaid order, which 
is pending. In addition, the 
Department has initiated
proceedings under Section 271(1)(c) 
and 271B of the Income Tax Act, 1961. 
(i) For the financial year 2007
order under Section 143(3) of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961 was passed, 
wherein, the exemption under Section 
11 has been denied and the in
the Board has been assessed as an AOP 
carrying on business and an amount of 
Rs. 271.02 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs. 54.69 Crores) has 
been demanded. Further, the 
Department also adjusted an amount 
of Rs. 130.79 Crores of refund 
receivable for the financial year 2008
09 against the tax demanded. The 
Board filed an appeal before the CIT 
(A) against the aforesaid order, which 
is pending. As indicated above, the 
Department has adjusted an amount of 
Rs. 92.68 Crores (including interest on 
refund of Rs. 9.56 Crores) of refund 
receivable towards the demand for the 
financial year 2006-07. The Assessing 
Officer recovered an amount of Rs. 
115.54 Crores out of the refund due for 
the financial year 2010
Board also paid an amount o
24.69 Crores under protest. In the 
meanwhile, the Assessing Officer re
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(A) against the aforesaid order, which 
is pending. In addition, the 
Department has initiated penalty 
proceedings under Section 271(1)(c) 
and 271B of the Income Tax Act, 1961.  
(i) For the financial year 2007-08, an 
order under Section 143(3) of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961 was passed, 
wherein, the exemption under Section 
11 has been denied and the income of 
the Board has been assessed as an AOP 
carrying on business and an amount of 
Rs. 271.02 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs. 54.69 Crores) has 
been demanded. Further, the 
Department also adjusted an amount 
of Rs. 130.79 Crores of refund 

vable for the financial year 2008-
09 against the tax demanded. The 
Board filed an appeal before the CIT 
(A) against the aforesaid order, which 
is pending. As indicated above, the 
Department has adjusted an amount of 
Rs. 92.68 Crores (including interest on 
refund of Rs. 9.56 Crores) of refund 
receivable towards the demand for the 

07. The Assessing 
Officer recovered an amount of Rs. 
115.54 Crores out of the refund due for 
the financial year 2010-11. Further, the 
Board also paid an amount of Rs. 
24.69 Crores under protest. In the 
meanwhile, the Assessing Officer re-



 
opened the assessment for the 
financial year 2007-08 and the 
assessment under Section 143 (3)(ii) 
read with Section 147 was completed 
and an order was passed wherein the 
tax liability has been revised to 
Rs.413.78 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs.80.25 Crores). The 
Board filed an appeal before the CIT 
(A) against the aforesaid order, which 
is pending. During the year ended 31 
March 2013, based on communication 
from Income Tax Department, the 
Board had paid an amount of 
Rs.144.32 Crores under protest. The 
Department had issued a notice under 
Section 148 reopening the assessment 
for financial year 2007-08 for the 
second time. During the current year 
ended 31st March, 2016, the Assessing 
Officer issued an Order under Section 
143(3)(ii) read with Section 147 
wherein the tax liability has been 
revised to Rs. 464.09 Crores (including 
interest amounting to Rs. 125.65 
Crores). The Board filed an appeal 
before the CIT (A) against th
aforesaid order, which is pending. 
(j) For the financial year 2008
Board received an order under Section 
143(3) of the Income Tax Act, 1961 
wherein, the exemption under Section 
11 has been denied and the income of 

 

opened the assessment for the 
08 and the 

assessment under Section 143 (3)(ii) 
read with Section 147 was completed 
and an order was passed wherein the 

lity has been revised to 
Rs.413.78 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs.80.25 Crores). The 
Board filed an appeal before the CIT 
(A) against the aforesaid order, which 
is pending. During the year ended 31 
March 2013, based on communication 

Tax Department, the 
Board had paid an amount of 
Rs.144.32 Crores under protest. The 
Department had issued a notice under 
Section 148 reopening the assessment 

08 for the 
second time. During the current year 

he Assessing 
Officer issued an Order under Section 
143(3)(ii) read with Section 147 
wherein the tax liability has been 
revised to Rs. 464.09 Crores (including 
interest amounting to Rs. 125.65 
Crores). The Board filed an appeal 
before the CIT (A) against the 
aforesaid order, which is pending.  
(j) For the financial year 2008-09, the 
Board received an order under Section 
143(3) of the Income Tax Act, 1961 
wherein, the exemption under Section 
11 has been denied and the income of 

the Board has been assessed in 
status of an AOP and an amount of Rs. 
413.59 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs. 69.22 Crores) has 
been demanded. The Board filed an 
appeal before the CIT (A) against the 
aforesaid order, which is pending. The 
Board has also filed a petition un
Section 154 for rectification of the 
aforesaid order of the ACIT, Mumbai 
and received a partial rectification 
order under Section 154 wherein the 
tax liability has been revised to Rs. 
378.17 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs. 77.46 Crores). Th
Assessing Officer recovered an amount 
of Rs. 182.15 Crores out of the refund 
due for the financial year 2009
Board’s appeal for absolute stay of 
demand has been rejected and the 
Board was directed to pay a sum of Rs. 
125.31 Crores. Consequently, 
paid an amount of Rs. 125.31 Crores 
under protest. 
 
The demand is due to income assessed 
for FY 2007-08 and once again the 
same income being assessed for FY 
2008-09, thus leading to double 
addition. The Board has also filed a 
petition under Section 154 to rectify 
this mistake. During the previous year 
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the Board has been assessed in the 
status of an AOP and an amount of Rs. 
413.59 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs. 69.22 Crores) has 
been demanded. The Board filed an 
appeal before the CIT (A) against the 
aforesaid order, which is pending. The 
Board has also filed a petition under 
Section 154 for rectification of the 
aforesaid order of the ACIT, Mumbai 
and received a partial rectification 
order under Section 154 wherein the 
tax liability has been revised to Rs. 
378.17 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs. 77.46 Crores). The 
Assessing Officer recovered an amount 
of Rs. 182.15 Crores out of the refund 
due for the financial year 2009-10. The 
Board’s appeal for absolute stay of 
demand has been rejected and the 
Board was directed to pay a sum of Rs. 
125.31 Crores. Consequently, the Board 
paid an amount of Rs. 125.31 Crores 

The demand is due to income assessed 
08 and once again the 

same income being assessed for FY 
09, thus leading to double 

addition. The Board has also filed a 
on 154 to rectify 

this mistake. During the previous year 



 
ended 31st March, 2015, the 
Department passed orders against 
Section 154 petition and consequently 
the tax liability was revised resulting in 
refund of Rs.71.55 Crores. While 
rectifying the mistake, the Assessing 
Officer disallowed the credit of TDS for 
certain items. Against such 
disallowance, the Board has filed an 
appeal before the CIT(A) which is 
pending. As indicated above, the 
Department adjusted an amount of Rs. 
30.77 Crores (including interest
amounting to Rs. 5.41 Crores) of 
refund receivable towards the demand 
for the financial year 2006
amount of Rs. 130.79 Crores of refund 
receivable towards the demand for the 
financial year 2007-08. In the 
meanwhile, the Department has issued 
a notice under Section 148 for re
opening of the assessment stating that 
certain income has escaped 
assessment. During the year ended 
31st March, 2014, the assessment 
under Section 143(ii) read with Section 
147 was completed and an order was 
passed. The order for reassessment 
was passed subsequent to the 
rectification. As a result, the refund 
due reduced to Rs. 60.35 Crores 
against the refund of Rs. 71.55 Crores, 
as determined by the rectification 

 

ended 31st March, 2015, the 
Department passed orders against 
Section 154 petition and consequently 
the tax liability was revised resulting in 
refund of Rs.71.55 Crores. While 

the Assessing 
Officer disallowed the credit of TDS for 
certain items. Against such 
disallowance, the Board has filed an 
appeal before the CIT(A) which is 
pending. As indicated above, the 
Department adjusted an amount of Rs. 
30.77 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs. 5.41 Crores) of 
refund receivable towards the demand 
for the financial year 2006-07 and an 
amount of Rs. 130.79 Crores of refund 
receivable towards the demand for the 

08. In the 
meanwhile, the Department has issued 

otice under Section 148 for re-
opening of the assessment stating that 
certain income has escaped 
assessment. During the year ended 
31st March, 2014, the assessment 
under Section 143(ii) read with Section 
147 was completed and an order was 

for reassessment 
was passed subsequent to the 
rectification. As a result, the refund 
due reduced to Rs. 60.35 Crores 
against the refund of Rs. 71.55 Crores, 
as determined by the rectification 

petition. In addition, the Department 
has initiated penalty pro
under Section 271(1)(c) of the Income 
Tax Act, 1961. The Board filed an 
appeal before the CIT (A) against the 
aforesaid re-assessment order, which 
is pending.  
(k) For the financial year 2009
during the assessment, the 
Department, adjusted an 
Rs. 182.15 Crores towards the demand 
for the financial year 2008
financial year 2009-10, the Assistant 
Commissioner of Income
Mumbai passed an order dated 12th 
February, 2013, under Section 143(3) 
of the Income Tax Act, 1961 wher
the exemption under Section 11 has 
been denied and the income of the 
Board has been assessed in the status 
of an AOP and an amount of Rs. 337.11 
Crores (including interest amounting 
to Rs. 48.95 Crores) has been 
demanded. The Board filed an appeal 
before the CIT (A) against the 
aforesaid order, which is pending. The 
Board has also paid an amount of 
Rs.170.00 Crores under protest. 
Further, based on the discussions with 
the Income Tax Department, the Board 
has voluntarily submitted a tax audit 
report as required under Section 44AB 
of the Income Tax Act, 1961 without 
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petition. In addition, the Department 
has initiated penalty proceedings 
under Section 271(1)(c) of the Income 
Tax Act, 1961. The Board filed an 
appeal before the CIT (A) against the 

assessment order, which 

(k) For the financial year 2009-10, 
during the assessment, the 
Department, adjusted an amount of 
Rs. 182.15 Crores towards the demand 
for the financial year 2008-09. For the 

10, the Assistant 
Commissioner of Income-Tax, 
Mumbai passed an order dated 12th 
February, 2013, under Section 143(3) 
of the Income Tax Act, 1961 wherein, 
the exemption under Section 11 has 
been denied and the income of the 
Board has been assessed in the status 
of an AOP and an amount of Rs. 337.11 
Crores (including interest amounting 
to Rs. 48.95 Crores) has been 
demanded. The Board filed an appeal 

ore the CIT (A) against the 
aforesaid order, which is pending. The 
Board has also paid an amount of 
Rs.170.00 Crores under protest. 
Further, based on the discussions with 
the Income Tax Department, the Board 
has voluntarily submitted a tax audit 

required under Section 44AB 
of the Income Tax Act, 1961 without 



 
prejudice to the Board’s contention 
that it does not carry on any business. 
Further, during the year, a portion of 
the refund pertaining to financial year 
2013-14 amounting to Rs. 67.11 Crores
was adjusted towards the outstanding 
demand.  
(l) For the financial year 2010
during the assessment, the 
Department, adjusted an amount of 
Rs. 115.54 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs. 6.54 Crores) out of 
refund for the financial year 2010
towards the demand for the financial 
year 2007-08. For the financial year 
2010-11, the Assistant Commissioner 
of Income-Tax, Mumbai passed an 
order dated 30th December, 2013, 
under Section 143(3) of the Income 
Tax Act, 1961 wherein, the exemption 
under Section 11 has been denied and 
the income of the Board has been 
assessed in the status of an AOP and 
an amount of Rs. 335.39 Crores 
(including interest amounting to Rs. 
64.11 Crores) has been demanded. The 
Board filed an appeal before the CIT 
(A) against the aforesaid order, which 
is pending. The Board has also paid an 
amount of Rs.168.00 Crores under 
protest. Further, based on the 
discussions with the Income Tax 
Department, the Board has voluntarily 

 

prejudice to the Board’s contention 
that it does not carry on any business. 
Further, during the year, a portion of 
the refund pertaining to financial year 

14 amounting to Rs. 67.11 Crores 
was adjusted towards the outstanding 

(l) For the financial year 2010-11, 
during the assessment, the 
Department, adjusted an amount of 
Rs. 115.54 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs. 6.54 Crores) out of 
refund for the financial year 2010-11 
towards the demand for the financial 

08. For the financial year 
11, the Assistant Commissioner 

Tax, Mumbai passed an 
order dated 30th December, 2013, 
under Section 143(3) of the Income 
Tax Act, 1961 wherein, the exemption 

ction 11 has been denied and 
the income of the Board has been 
assessed in the status of an AOP and 
an amount of Rs. 335.39 Crores 
(including interest amounting to Rs. 
64.11 Crores) has been demanded. The 
Board filed an appeal before the CIT 

aforesaid order, which 
is pending. The Board has also paid an 
amount of Rs.168.00 Crores under 
protest. Further, based on the 
discussions with the Income Tax 
Department, the Board has voluntarily 

submitted a tax audit report as 
required under Section 44AB
Income Tax Act, 1961 without 
prejudice to the Board’s contention 
that it does not carry on any business. 
In addition, the Department has 
initiated penalty proceedings under 
Sections 271(1)(c) and 271B of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961 and the Board 
has filed its replies against penalty 
proceedings. Further, during the year, 
a portion of the refund pertaining to 
financial year 2013-14 amounting to 
Rs. 67.39 Crores was adjusted towards 
the outstanding demand. 
(m) For the financial year 2011
Department, adjusted the refund 
amount of Rs. 121.64 Crores (including 
interest amounting to Rs. 6.34 Crores) 
for the year towards the demand for 
the financial year FY 2003
2004-05 and FY 2006
financial year 2011-12, the Assistant 
Commissioner of Income
Mumbai passed an order dated 30th 
December, 2013, under Section 143(3) 
of the Income Tax Act, 1961 wherein, 
the exemption under Section 11 has 
been denied and the income of the 
Board has been assessed in the status 
of an AOP and an amount of
478.84 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs. 69.39 Crores) has 
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submitted a tax audit report as 
required under Section 44AB of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961 without 
prejudice to the Board’s contention 
that it does not carry on any business. 
In addition, the Department has 
initiated penalty proceedings under 
Sections 271(1)(c) and 271B of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961 and the Board 

iled its replies against penalty 
proceedings. Further, during the year, 
a portion of the refund pertaining to 

14 amounting to 
Rs. 67.39 Crores was adjusted towards 
the outstanding demand.  
(m) For the financial year 2011-12, the 

ent, adjusted the refund 
amount of Rs. 121.64 Crores (including 
interest amounting to Rs. 6.34 Crores) 
for the year towards the demand for 
the financial year FY 2003-04, FY 

05 and FY 2006-07. For the 
12, the Assistant 

of Income-Tax, 
Mumbai passed an order dated 30th 
December, 2013, under Section 143(3) 
of the Income Tax Act, 1961 wherein, 
the exemption under Section 11 has 
been denied and the income of the 
Board has been assessed in the status 
of an AOP and an amount of Rs. 
478.84 Crores (including interest 
amounting to Rs. 69.39 Crores) has 



 
been demanded. The Board filed an 
appeal before the CIT (A) against the 
aforesaid order, which is pending. The 
Board has also filed rectification 
petition under Section 154 for short
credit of Tax Deducted at Source 
(TDS), which is pending disposal. The 
Board has also paid an amount of Rs. 
290.00 Crores under protest. Further, 
based on the discussions with the 
Income Tax Department, the Board 
has voluntarily submitted a tax audit 
report as required under Section 44AB 
of the Income Tax Act, 1961 without 
prejudice to the Board’s contention 
that it does not carry on any business. 
In addition, the Department has 
initiated penalty proceedings under 
Sections 271(1)(c) and 271B of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961 and the Board 
has filed its replies against the penalty 
proceedings. Further, during the year, 
a portion of the refund pertaining to 
financial year 2013-14 amounting to 
Rs. 121.94 Crores was adjusted 
towards the outstanding demand. 
(n) For the financial year 2012
Department, adjusted the entire 
refund granted of Rs.192.80 Crores 
against the tax demand for the 
financial year 2005-06. The Assistant 
Commissioner of Income
Mumbai passed an Order dated 3rd 

 

been demanded. The Board filed an 
appeal before the CIT (A) against the 
aforesaid order, which is pending. The 
Board has also filed rectification 
petition under Section 154 for short 
credit of Tax Deducted at Source 
(TDS), which is pending disposal. The 
Board has also paid an amount of Rs. 
290.00 Crores under protest. Further, 
based on the discussions with the 
Income Tax Department, the Board 
has voluntarily submitted a tax audit 

rt as required under Section 44AB 
of the Income Tax Act, 1961 without 
prejudice to the Board’s contention 
that it does not carry on any business. 
In addition, the Department has 
initiated penalty proceedings under 
Sections 271(1)(c) and 271B of the 

Tax Act, 1961 and the Board 
has filed its replies against the penalty 
proceedings. Further, during the year, 
a portion of the refund pertaining to 

14 amounting to 
Rs. 121.94 Crores was adjusted 
towards the outstanding demand.  

he financial year 2012-13, the 
Department, adjusted the entire 
refund granted of Rs.192.80 Crores 
against the tax demand for the 

06. The Assistant 
Commissioner of Income-Tax, 
Mumbai passed an Order dated 3rd 

March, 2016, under Section 1
the Income Tax Act, 1961 wherein, the 
exemption under Section 11 has been 
denied and the income of the Board 
has been assessed in the status of an 
AOP and an amount of Rs.333.74 
Crores (including interest amounting 
to Rs.91.90 Crores) has been 
demanded. The Board has filed an 
appeal before the CIT (A) against the 
aforesaid order subsequent to the year 
ended 31st March, 2016, which is 
pending. The Board has also paid an 
amount of Rs. 50.00 Crores under 
protest.  
(o) The Board filed its Return of 
Income for the financial year 2013
and received intimation under Section 
143(1) from the Income Tax 
Authorities for the financial year 2013
14 granting a refund of Rs.256.44 
Crores (including interest amounting 
to Rs.12.21 Crores). The Department 
had adjusted the entire refund granted 
of Rs.256.44 Crores against the tax 
demand for the financial years 2009
10, 2010-11 and 2011
Crores, Rs. 67.39 Crores and Rs. 121.94 
Crores respectively.  
(p) The Board had initially filed its 
Return of Income for the financial year 
2014-15, based on the available 
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March, 2016, under Section 143(3) of 
the Income Tax Act, 1961 wherein, the 
exemption under Section 11 has been 
denied and the income of the Board 
has been assessed in the status of an 
AOP and an amount of Rs.333.74 
Crores (including interest amounting 
to Rs.91.90 Crores) has been 

anded. The Board has filed an 
appeal before the CIT (A) against the 
aforesaid order subsequent to the year 
ended 31st March, 2016, which is 
pending. The Board has also paid an 
amount of Rs. 50.00 Crores under 

(o) The Board filed its Return of 
ome for the financial year 2013-14 

and received intimation under Section 
143(1) from the Income Tax 
Authorities for the financial year 2013-
14 granting a refund of Rs.256.44 
Crores (including interest amounting 
to Rs.12.21 Crores). The Department 

ted the entire refund granted 
of Rs.256.44 Crores against the tax 
demand for the financial years 2009-

11 and 2011-12 at Rs. 67.11 
Crores, Rs. 67.39 Crores and Rs. 121.94 

(p) The Board had initially filed its 
for the financial year 

15, based on the available 



 
unaudited information. Subsequently, 
the Board has filed a revised Return of 
Income for the financial year 2014
based on the audited information, after 
adoption of accounts, which is yet to be 
taken up for assessment by the 
Department. 

 

unaudited information. Subsequently, 
the Board has filed a revised Return of 
Income for the financial year 2014-15 
based on the audited information, after 
adoption of accounts, which is yet to be 

up for assessment by the 
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#5 FAN ARTCLE :CRICKET IN ME

 

It was ICC 2003 World cup which 
drifted our gang of 16, each 7 to 8 years 
old. We hardly understood any rules of 
cricket. As the kids from village in 
Bihar we considered English as a 
language of another planet. In spite of 
it we used to listen commentary, 
report, post match presentation with 
great enthusiasm. As a kid we 
remember that festive year of cricket 
due to many fancies of ours. First 
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It was ICC 2003 World cup which 
drifted our gang of 16, each 7 to 8 years 
old. We hardly understood any rules of 
cricket. As the kids from village in 
Bihar we considered English as a 
language of another planet. In spite of 
it we used to listen commentary, pitch 
report, post match presentation with 
great enthusiasm. As a kid we 
remember that festive year of cricket 
due to many fancies of ours. First 

among them was the speed of Bretlee 
and Soheb Akhtar. I remember I had a 
bet with my friends on Akhtar’s and 
Lee’s bowling speed. He said that 
Bretlee throws at the speed of 400 km 
per hour and Akhtar at 300 km per 
hour. I believed that Lee’s speed was 
250 km per hour and that of Akhtar 
was 200 km per hour. However that 
bet remained indecisive still today, 
now it has been 13 years.
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among them was the speed of Bretlee 
and Soheb Akhtar. I remember I had a 
bet with my friends on Akhtar’s and 

ee’s bowling speed. He said that 
Bretlee throws at the speed of 400 km 
per hour and Akhtar at 300 km per 
hour. I believed that Lee’s speed was 
250 km per hour and that of Akhtar 
was 200 km per hour. However that 
bet remained indecisive still today, 

has been 13 years. 



 
Our next fantasy was the result of 
world cup. A day after world cup final 
match , when we sixteen met on the 
ground for our  match ; we spent the 
playing hours in criminalizing the 
Australian players. Captain of my team 
Raushan said “Gilchrist and Ponting 
had springs and machines on their 
bats, so that is illegal hence the match 
will take place again”. The captain of 
opponent team Manish said “No! 
Australians took drugs hence 
performed well, therefore match 
should be declared draw by ICC”
Some intellectual among us blamed 
Zahir khan, being muslim he allowed 
Australians to make runs… etc.
Yuvraj, Kaif, Sachin, Pointing, Dada 
and Megrath were sensation in the 
world cup, hence they became our 
hero. We brought approx 50 posters of 
cricketers and pasted it in the room. 
We tried to imitate the action of 
Harbajan singh and other bowlers like 
him. We started growing up by looking 
them and internalizing them as the 
synonymous to cricket. It was the 
period when many of us started 
playing and knowing cricket. 
baba hurri-baba huh  used to be our 
slogan and these were the words which 
were on tongue  of every child. Even I 
forced my uncle to buy this bike of 

 

Our next fantasy was the result of 
world cup. A day after world cup final 
match , when we sixteen met on the 
ground for our  match ; we spent the 
playing hours in criminalizing the 
Australian players. Captain of my team 

christ and Ponting 
had springs and machines on their 
bats, so that is illegal hence the match 
will take place again”. The captain of 
opponent team Manish said “No! 
Australians took drugs hence 
performed well, therefore match 
should be declared draw by ICC”. 
Some intellectual among us blamed 
Zahir khan, being muslim he allowed 
Australians to make runs… etc. 
Yuvraj, Kaif, Sachin, Pointing, Dada 
and Megrath were sensation in the 
world cup, hence they became our 
hero. We brought approx 50 posters of 

and pasted it in the room. 
We tried to imitate the action of 
Harbajan singh and other bowlers like 
him. We started growing up by looking 
them and internalizing them as the 
synonymous to cricket. It was the 
period when many of us started 

cricket. hurri-
used to be our 

slogan and these were the words which 
were on tongue  of every child. Even I 
forced my uncle to buy this bike of 

Bajaj due to its advertisement which 
was displayed on  television after each 
over. That bike of 115 CC is still found 
in my house, though in poor condition.
Of course we lost that world cup but 
like 1983 it taught and motivated a 
generation to play and admire the 
cricket. Most interesting part of it was 
that, at that time very few people had 
television in their house. Hence all 
together around 60 people used to sit 
in my verandah on match day /night. 
We rented a big battery in case of 
electricity problem. We used to clap 
and jump at every 
cricketers and whenever our bowlers 
were slapped for fours 
large number of technical suggestions 
used to come from those 60 viewers. 
To quote few, “are yaar dada ko abhi 
ise bowling nahi deni chahiye thi,” “ii 
log ball hi saaf karte rahega… bowling 
to hoga nahi..saaf to hai ball.” Etc.
Three World cups took place, 2007 
had disappointed us, 2011 was a 
celebration and then 2015, but 2003 
had a huge impact on our innocent 
minds. The feeling cannot be shared 
but will always remain in our hearts. 
Among us only two out of 16 are still 
associated with playing cricket, rest of 
us gave up. The field which we used to 
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Bajaj due to its advertisement which 
was displayed on  television after each 

e of 115 CC is still found 
in my house, though in poor condition. 
Of course we lost that world cup but 
like 1983 it taught and motivated a 
generation to play and admire the 
cricket. Most interesting part of it was 
that, at that time very few people had 

evision in their house. Hence all 
together around 60 people used to sit 
in my verandah on match day /night. 
We rented a big battery in case of 
electricity problem. We used to clap 
and jump at every four of our 
cricketers and whenever our bowlers 
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large number of technical suggestions 
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To quote few, “are yaar dada ko abhi 
ise bowling nahi deni chahiye thi,” “ii 
log ball hi saaf karte rahega… bowling 
to hoga nahi..saaf to hai ball.” Etc. 
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d with playing cricket, rest of 
us gave up. The field which we used to 



 
play is now a car parking area of my 
uncle. We watched other World cups 
but not with the crowd of 60 to 70 
people. Generally five or six of us were 
together or sometimes alone as 
everyone is now rich enough to afford 
a television.  We miss those power cuts 
 

 

play is now a car parking area of my 
uncle. We watched other World cups 
but not with the crowd of 60 to 70 
people. Generally five or six of us were 
together or sometimes alone as 

ne is now rich enough to afford 
a television.  We miss those power cuts 

and our excitement till that battery 
was connected. Cricket is still alive in 
us but I miss our childish and innocent 
discussions. On a serious note, I feel 
that no doubt cricket is pr
but our prosperity has snatched the 
emotions and thrill attached to it.
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#6 FIFA FORWARD PROGRAMME 

— CONTRACT OF AGREED 
OBJECTIVES (CAO)

Following the approval by the FIFA 
Development Committee, FIFA 
published a circular outlining the 
contract of agreed objectives which 
sets the scene for the implementation 
of Forward, FIFA’s overhauled 
development programme. The contract 
of agreed objectives defines the 
framework for the use of FIFA’s tailor
made support, including development 
priorities and objectives of the member 
associations and confederations, 
conditions for the use of funds, and 

 

FIFA FORWARD PROGRAMME 
CONTRACT OF AGREED 

OBJECTIVES (CAO) 
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Following the approval by the FIFA 
Development Committee, FIFA 
published a circular outlining the 
contract of agreed objectives which 
sets the scene for the implementation 
of Forward, FIFA’s overhauled 

The contract 
of agreed objectives defines the 
framework for the use of FIFA’s tailor-
made support, including development 
priorities and objectives of the member 
associations and confederations, 
conditions for the use of funds, and 

potential sanctions for 
non‑compliance. 
FIFA’s member associations and 
confederations will have until 1 June 
2017 to complete their contracts of 
agreed objectives. Through FIFA 
Forward, FIFA’s member associations 
can access up to USD 5 million per 
four-year cycle: USD 750,000 per
for football projects such as pitches, 
competitions and women’s football, 
and USD 500,000 per year for running 
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FIFA’s member associations and 
confederations will have until 1 June 
2017 to complete their contracts of 
agreed objectives. Through FIFA 
Forward, FIFA’s member associations 
can access up to USD 5 million per 

year cycle: USD 750,000 per year 
for football projects such as pitches, 
competitions and women’s football, 
and USD 500,000 per year for running 



 
costs in areas including administration 
and governance. Confederations, 
which will also have to sign contracts 
of agreed objectives, are en
receive up to USD 40 million every 
four years. 
FIFA Forward programme 
Contract of Agreed Objectives 
(CAO)  
 
“Following the approval by the FIFA 
Development Committee of the 
Contract of Agreed Objectives concept, 
and more specifically its draft 
template at its meeting in Zurich on 11 
October 2016, we are now pleased to 
provide you with the final template of 
the Contract of Agreed Objectives. The 
Forward programme offers you 
tailor-made support in your 
endeavours to develop and foster 
football at all levels within your 
respective territories. As such, the CA0 
will allow us to identify together your 
priorities and objectives for the use of 
the tailored support granted under the 
Forward programme, and define, in 
conjunction with the provisions of the
Development Regulations, the terms 
and conditions in relation to such 
support. A significant benefit of the 
introduction of the CA0 is that all of 
your project requests in line with the 

 

costs in areas including administration 
and governance. Confederations, 
which will also have to sign contracts 
of agreed objectives, are entitled to 
receive up to USD 40 million every 

FIFA Forward programme — 
Contract of Agreed Objectives 

“Following the approval by the FIFA 
Development Committee of the 
Contract of Agreed Objectives concept, 
and more specifically its draft 
template at its meeting in Zurich on 11 
October 2016, we are now pleased to 
provide you with the final template of 
the Contract of Agreed Objectives. The 
Forward programme offers you 

made support in your 
endeavours to develop and foster 

all levels within your 
respective territories. As such, the CA0 
will allow us to identify together your 
priorities and objectives for the use of 
the tailored support granted under the 
Forward programme, and define, in 
conjunction with the provisions of the 
Development Regulations, the terms 
and conditions in relation to such 
support. A significant benefit of the 
introduction of the CA0 is that all of 
your project requests in line with the 

priorities and objectives identified 
within the CAD and approved by F
shall become part of the CAD and 
shall no longer require a separate, 
stand-alone contract relating to a 
specific project, except for projects 
that have to be directly contracted 
between FIFA and third parties. As 
per article 22.5 of the Development 
Regulations, we would ask member 
associations and confederations to 
conclude their CAO by 1 June 2017 at 
the latest. The FIFA general 
secretariat, through its Member 
Associations Division, will contact 
each of you to set up a timeframe to 
identify your associ
and objectives and to elaborate the 
CA0. A transitional period between 
the entry into force of the regulations 
and the above deadline shall allow 
projects to be approved by the 
Development Committee without 
requiring the CA0. However, su
approval shall be in line with the 
principles set forth in the CAD and the 
Development Regulations.”
 
WHAT IS FIFA FORWARD?
 
FIFA Forward is a “step change” for 
global football development and the 
way FIFA would share the success of 
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conclude their CAO by 1 June 2017 at 
the latest. The FIFA general 
secretariat, through its Member 
Associations Division, will contact 
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and objectives and to elaborate the 
CA0. A transitional period between 
the entry into force of the regulations 
and the above deadline shall allow 
projects to be approved by the 
Development Committee without 
requiring the CA0. However, such 
approval shall be in line with the 
principles set forth in the CAD and the 
Development Regulations.” 

WHAT IS FIFA FORWARD? 

FIFA Forward is a “step change” for 
global football development and the 
way FIFA would share the success of 



 
the FIFA World Cup with its member 
associations. 
 
It is built on three principles to provide 
360 degree, tailor-made support for 
football development in each of our 
member associations and the six 
confederations: 
• more investment, 
• more impact, 
• more oversight. 
The aim is to improve the way we 
develop and support football across the 
globe, so that the sport can reach its 
potential in every nation and so that 
everyone that wants to take part can do 
so without barriers. 
More investment  

 Increase in financial support for 
member associations and 
football development to 5 
million USD per four
for each member association 
from 1.6 million USD per cycle.

 This means each association has 
access to 750,000 US dollars 
per year for football projects 
such as pitches, competiti
and women’s football.
 

 And every association also 
receives up to 500,000 US 
dollars per year for running 

 

with its member 

It is built on three principles to provide 
made support for 

football development in each of our 
member associations and the six 

to improve the way we 
develop and support football across the 
globe, so that the sport can reach its 
potential in every nation and so that 
everyone that wants to take part can do 

Increase in financial support for 
er associations and 

football development to 5 
million USD per four-year cycle 
for each member association 
from 1.6 million USD per cycle. 
This means each association has 
access to 750,000 US dollars 
per year for football projects 
such as pitches, competitions 
and women’s football. 

And every association also 
receives up to 500,000 US 
dollars per year for running 

costs in areas including 
administration and governance.
Increasing financial support for 
the six confederations so that 
they can do more to develop
football in their regions.

 Confederations now receive 40 
million US dollars per four
cycle for football development, 
up from 22 million US dollars.
 

 Providing extra help to member 
associations that need it, from 
football equipment and 
internship programmes to up to 
1 million US dollars to cover 
travel costs so that women’s and 
youth teams can compete in 
international competitions.
 

 And giving regional associations 
up to 1 million dollars per year 
to reimburse the cost of 
organising regional youth 
competitions for young women 
and men. 

 
More impact  
 
With the  aim to improve the impact 
and efficiency of our investment in 
development, achieving better and 
more sustainable results so that 
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costs in areas including 
administration and governance. 
Increasing financial support for 
the six confederations so that 
they can do more to develop 
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cycle for football development, 
up from 22 million US dollars. 

Providing extra help to member 
associations that need it, from 
football equipment and 

programmes to up to 
1 million US dollars to cover 
travel costs so that women’s and 
youth teams can compete in 
international competitions. 
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to reimburse the cost of 
organising regional youth 
competitions for young women 

aim to improve the impact 
and efficiency of our investment in 
development, achieving better and 
more sustainable results so that 



 
football can thrive everywhere, FIFA 
shall be bringing together 
project support into one tailor
contract of agreed objectives and a 
development plan to meet the specific 
needs and challenges of each 
association. 
 
This means the member associations 
receive comprehensive and intelligent 
support, depending on their 
circumstances and the priorities and 
objectives they set for themselves, so 
that we make the most out of every 
dollar spent on football. FIFA will 
focus on priority areas for the growth 
of global football, such as playing 
infrastructure, women’s and youth 
football, and domestic competitions. 
FIFA wants to encourage best practice 
in football administration among our 
member associations, so that football 
has a strong foundation around the 
world. 
 
FIFA will reward associations for 
fulfilling a range of criteria that we 
believe are necessary for the 
sustainable and responsible 
management of football at national 
level. 
 
As part of Forward’s annual “running 

 

football can thrive everywhere, FIFA 
shall be bringing together all  football 
project support into one tailor-made 
contract of agreed objectives and a 
development plan to meet the specific 
needs and challenges of each 

This means the member associations 
receive comprehensive and intelligent 

depending on their 
circumstances and the priorities and 
objectives they set for themselves, so 
that we make the most out of every 
dollar spent on football. FIFA will 
focus on priority areas for the growth 
of global football, such as playing 

women’s and youth 
football, and domestic competitions. 
FIFA wants to encourage best practice 
in football administration among our 
member associations, so that football 
has a strong foundation around the 

FIFA will reward associations for 
a range of criteria that we 

believe are necessary for the 
sustainable and responsible 
management of football at national 

As part of Forward’s annual “running 

costs” funding per association, 
members receive basic support of 
100,000 US dollars per y
then receive additional annual funding 
of 50,000 US dollars for each of the 
following criteria they fulfil, up to an 
additional 400,000 dollars each year:
 
• Employing a general secretary
 
• Employing a technical director
 
• Organising a men’s league
 
• Organising a women’s league
 
• Organising a men’s youth league
 
• Organising a women’s youth league
 
• Women’s football promotion and 
development strategy 
 
• Good governance/integrity 
programme 
 
• Grassroots football promotion and 
development strategy 
 
• Refereeing promotion and 
development strategy 
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• Good governance/integrity 

• Grassroots football promotion and 
 

• Refereeing promotion and 
 



 
At least two of the areas that member 
associations can focus on for this extra 
funding must cover women’s football.
 
More oversight  
 
It is vital that these funds are used in 
the correct way so that they have the 
maximum impact for football on the 
ground by enhanced oversight controls 
to ensure that this increase in football 
development spending is transparent, 
carefully managed and effective.
 
• One contract of agreed objectives per 
association, setting the strategy for 
development over two to four years, 
approved by the Development 
Committee. 
 
• All tailor-made projects must be 
linked to the contract of agreed 
 

 

At least two of the areas that member 
associations can focus on for this extra 
funding must cover women’s football. 

It is vital that these funds are used in 
t they have the 

maximum impact for football on the 
ground by enhanced oversight controls 
to ensure that this increase in football 
development spending is transparent, 
carefully managed and effective. 

• One contract of agreed objectives per 
tting the strategy for 

development over two to four years, 
approved by the Development 

made projects must be 
linked to the contract of agreed 

objectives; any project above USD 
300’000 to be approved by the 
Development Committee.
 
• FIFA administration to monitor the 
progress of projects. 
 
• Independent financial audits of 
Forward funds for each association.
 
• Enhanced Development regulations, 
including greater powers of oversight 
and tougher compliance measures.
 
• At least 50 percent independent FIFA 
Development Committee to oversee 
Forward programme. 
 
 
• Publication of independent audits of 
member associations’ annual finances
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#7 WADA & IOC SANCTION 

ATHLETES FOR FAILING
DOPING TEST AT BEIJI

LONDON 2012 ATHLETES

                            Image Courtesy:starrfmonline.com

The protection of clean athletes and 
the fight against doping are top 
priorities for the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC), as outlined 
in Olympic agenda 2020, the IOC’s 
strategic roadmap for the future of the 
Olympic movement. To provide a level 

 

WADA & IOC SANCTION 
ATHLETES FOR FAILING ANTI

DOPING TEST AT BEIJING 2008 & 
LONDON 2012 ATHLETES

Image Courtesy:starrfmonline.comiiimmmmmimagima

The protection of clean athletes and 
doping are top 

priorities for the International Olympic 
IOC), as outlined 

, the IOC’s 
strategic roadmap for the future of the 
Olympic movement. To provide a level 

playing field for all clean athletes at the 
Olympic games Rio 2016, the IOC put 
special measures in place, including 
targeted pre-tests and the re
of stored samples from the Olympic 
games Beijing 2008 and London 2012, 
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following an intelligence
process that started in august 2015.
As part of this process, the IOC 
announced that nine athletes 
have been disqualified from the 
Olympic Games Beijing 2008. 
The details follow. 

Sardar Hasanov, 31, of Azerbaijan, 
competing in the men’s 62kg 
weightlifting event, in which he did not 
finish, has been disqualified from the 
Olympic Games Beijing 2008. Re
analysis of Hasanov’s samples from 
Beijing 2008 resulted in a positive test 
for the prohibited substance 
dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 
(turinabol).  

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following: 

I. The Athlete, Sardar Hasanov:

i. is found to have 
committed an anti
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti
Doping Rules applicable 

 

following an intelligence-gathering 
process that started in august 2015. 

process, the IOC 
announced that nine athletes 
have been disqualified from the 
Olympic Games Beijing 2008. 

, 31, of Azerbaijan, 
competing in the men’s 62kg 
weightlifting event, in which he did not 

disqualified from the 
Olympic Games Beijing 2008. Re-
analysis of Hasanov’s samples from 
Beijing 2008 resulted in a positive test 
for the prohibited substance 
dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
se of Mr Denis 

Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 

The Athlete, Sardar Hasanov: 

is found to have 
committed an anti-
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti-
Doping Rules applicable 

to the Games of the 
Olympiad in Beijing in 
2008 (presence and/or 
use of a Prohibited 
Substance or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen),

ii. is disqualified from the 
men’s 62kg weightlifting 
event in which he 
participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympi
Games Beijing 2008.

II. The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 
competence. 

III. The National Olympic 
Committee of the Azerbaijani 
Republic shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision.

IV. This decision enters into force 
immediately. 
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Wilfredo Martinez, 31, of Cuba, 
competing in the men’s long jump 
event (qualification and final) in which 
he ranked 5th and for which he was 
awarded a diploma, has been 
disqualified from the Olympic Games 
Beijing 2008. Re-analysis of 
Martinez’s samples from Beijing 2008 
resulted in a positive test for the 
prohibited substance acetazolamide.

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following: 

I. The Athlete, Wilfredo Martinez:

i. is found to have 
committed an anti
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXIX 
Olympiad in Beijing in 
2008 (presence and/
use of a Prohibited 
Substance or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen), 

 

, 31, of Cuba, 
competing in the men’s long jump 
event (qualification and final) in which 
he ranked 5th and for which he was 
awarded a diploma, has been 

e Olympic Games 
analysis of 

Martinez’s samples from Beijing 2008 
resulted in a positive test for the 
prohibited substance acetazolamide.  

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 

ndberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 

The Athlete, Wilfredo Martinez: 

is found to have 
committed an anti-
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti-
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXIX 
Olympiad in Beijing in 
2008 (presence and/or 
use of a Prohibited 
Substance or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 

ii. is disqualified from all 
the events in which he 
participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games Beijing 2008, 
namely the men’s long 
jump event,

iii. has the dip
in the men’s long jump 
event withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 
same. 

II. The IAAF is requested to modify 
the results of the above
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 
competence. 

III. The Comité Olimpico C
shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision.

IV. The Comité Olimpico Cubano 
shall notably secure the return 
to the IOC, as soon as possible, 
of the diploma awarded in 
connection with the men’s long 
jump event to the Athlete.
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V. This decision enters in

immediately. 

Josephine Nnkiruka Onyia
Spain, competing in the women’s 
100m hurdles event (round 1 and 
semi-final) in which she ranked 9th, 
has been disqualified from the Olympic 
Games Beijing 2008. Re-
Onyia’s samples from Beijing 2008 
resulted in a positive test for the 
prohibited substance 
methylhexanamine.  

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following: 

I. The Athlete, Jo
Nnkiruka Onyia: 

i. is found to have 
committed an anti
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXIX 
Olympiad in Beijing in 
2008 (presence and/or 
use of a Prohibited 

 

This decision enters into force 

Josephine Nnkiruka Onyia, 30, of 
Spain, competing in the women’s 
100m hurdles event (round 1 and 

final) in which she ranked 9th, 
has been disqualified from the Olympic 

-analysis of 
Beijing 2008 

resulted in a positive test for the 
prohibited substance 

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 

The Athlete, Josephine 

is found to have 
committed an anti-
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti-
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXIX 
Olympiad in Beijing in 
2008 (presence and/or 
use of a Prohibited 

Substance or its 
Metabolites or Mark
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen),

ii. is disqualified from the 
women’s 100m hurdles 
event in which she 
participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games Beijing 2008.

iii. The IAAF is requested to 
modify the results of the 
above-mentioned event 
accordingly.

II. This decision enters into force 
immediately. 

Soslan Tigiev, 33, of Uzbekistan, 
competing in the men’s 66
freestyle wrestling event in which he 
ranked 2nd and for which he was 
awarded a silver medal, has been 
disqualified from the Olympic Games 
Beijing 2008. Re-analysis of Tigiev’s 
samples from Beijing 2008 resulted in 
a positive test for the prohibited 
substance 
dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 
(turinabol).  
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a positive test for the prohibited 
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The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following: 

I. The Athlete, Soslan Tigiev:

i. is found to have 
committed an anti
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXIX 
Olympiad in Beijing in 
2008 (presence and/o
use of a Prohibited 
Substance or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen), 

ii. is disqualified from the 
men’s 66-74kg freestyle 
wrestling event in which 
he participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games Beijing 2008,

iii. has the medal, the 
medallist pin and 
diploma obtained in the 

 

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 

The Athlete, Soslan Tigiev: 

is found to have 
committed an anti-
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti-
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXIX 
Olympiad in Beijing in 
2008 (presence and/or 
use of a Prohibited 
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Metabolites or Markers 
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is disqualified from the 
74kg freestyle 

wrestling event in which 
he participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games Beijing 2008, 

has the medal, the 
medallist pin and 
diploma obtained in the 

men’s 66
wrestling event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 
same. 

II. The UWW is requested to 
modify the results of the above
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any furthe
action within its own 
competence. 

III. The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision.

IV. The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan shall notably secure 
the return to the IOC, as 
possible, of the medal, the 
medallist pin and the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 
men’s 66-74kg freestyle 
wrestling event to the Athlete.

V. This decision enters into force 
immediately. 
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men’s 66-74kg freestyle 
wrestling event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 

The UWW is requested to 
modify the results of the above-
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision. 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan shall notably secure 
the return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the medal, the 
medallist pin and the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 

74kg freestyle 
wrestling event to the Athlete. 

This decision enters into force 



 
Ekaterina Volkova, 38, of Russia, 
competing in the women’s
steeplechase event (round 1 and final) 
in which she ranked 3rd and for which 
she was awarded a bronze medal, has 
been disqualified from the Olympic 
Games Beijing 2008. Re-
Volkova’s samples from Beijing 2008 
resulted in a positive test fo
prohibited substance 
dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 
(turinabol).  

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following: 

I. The Athlete, Ekaterina Volkova:

i. is found to have 
committed an anti
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXIX 
Olympiad in Beijing in 
2008 (presence and/or 
use of a Prohibited 
Substance or its 
Metabolites or Markers 

 

, 38, of Russia, 
competing in the women’s 3000m 
steeplechase event (round 1 and final) 
in which she ranked 3rd and for which 
she was awarded a bronze medal, has 
been disqualified from the Olympic 

-analysis of 
Volkova’s samples from Beijing 2008 
resulted in a positive test for the 
prohibited substance 
dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 

The Athlete, Ekaterina Volkova: 

is found to have 
committed an anti-
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti-
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXIX 
Olympiad in Beijing in 
2008 (presence and/or 
use of a Prohibited 
Substance or its 
Metabolites or Markers 

in an athlete’s bodi
specimen),

ii. is disqualified from the 
women’s 3000m 
steeplechase event in 
which she participated 
upon the occasion of the 
Olympic Games Beijing 
2008, 

iii. has the medal, the 
medallist pin and the 
diploma obtained in the 
women’s 3000m 
steeplechase event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 
same. 

II. The IAAF is requested to modify 
the results of the above
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 
competence. 

III. The Russian Olympic 
Committee shall ensure full 
implementation of this 
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in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen), 

is disqualified from the 
women’s 3000m 
steeplechase event in 
which she participated 
upon the occasion of the 
Olympic Games Beijing 

has the medal, the 
medallist pin and the 
diploma obtained in the 
women’s 3000m 
steeplechase event 

wn and is 
ordered to return the 

The IAAF is requested to modify 
the results of the above-
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 

The Russian Olympic 
Committee shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision. 



 
IV. The Russian Olympic 

Committee shall notably secure 
the return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the medal, the 
medallist pin and the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 
women’s 3000m steeplechase 
event to the Athlete. 

V. This decision enters i
immediately. 

Olha Korobka, 30, of Ukraine, 
competing in the women’s +75kg 
weightlifting event in which she ranked 
2nd and for which she was awarded a 
silver medal, has been disqualified 
from the Olympic Games Beijing 2008. 
Re-analysis of Korobka’s samples from 
Beijing 2008 resulted in a positive test 
for the prohibited substance 
dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 
(turinabol).  

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdene
decided the following: 

I. The Athlete, Olha Korobka:

 

The Russian Olympic 
Committee shall notably secure 
the return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the medal, the 
medallist pin and the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 
women’s 3000m steeplechase 

  

This decision enters into force 

, 30, of Ukraine, 
competing in the women’s +75kg 
weightlifting event in which she ranked 
2nd and for which she was awarded a 
silver medal, has been disqualified 
from the Olympic Games Beijing 2008. 

s samples from 
Beijing 2008 resulted in a positive test 
for the prohibited substance 
dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 

The Athlete, Olha Korobka: 

i. is found to have 
committed an anti
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXIX 
Olympiad in Beijing in 
2008 (presence and/or 
use of a Prohibited 
Substance or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen),

ii. is disqualified from the 
women’s +75kg 
weightlifting event in 
which she participated 
upon the occasion of the 
Olympic Games Beijing 
2008, 

iii. has the medal, the 
medallist pin and the 
diploma obtained in the 
women’s 75kg 
weightlifting event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 
same. 

II. The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above
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is found to have 
committed an anti-
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti-
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXIX 
Olympiad in Beijing in 
2008 (presence and/or 
use of a Prohibited 
Substance or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen), 

is disqualified from the 
women’s +75kg 
weightlifting event in 
which she participated 
upon the occasion of the 
Olympic Games Beijing 

has the medal, the 
medallist pin and the 

loma obtained in the 
women’s 75kg 
weightlifting event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 

The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above-



 
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 
competence. 

III. The National Olympic 
Committee of Ukraine shall 
ensure full implementation of 
this decision. 

IV. The National Olympic 
Committee of Ukraine shall 
notably secure the return to the 
IOC, as soon as possible, of the 
medal, the medallist pin and the 
diploma awarded in connecti
with the women’s +75kg 
weightlifting event. 

V. This decision enters into force 
immediately. 

Nastassia Novikava, 34, of Belarus, 
competing in the women’s 53kg 
weightlifting event in which she ranked 
3rd and for which she was awarded a 
bronze medal, has been 
from the Olympic Games Beijing 2008. 
Re-analysis of Novikava’s samples 
from Beijing 2008 resulted in a 
positive test for the prohibited 
substances 

 

mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 

l Olympic 
Committee of Ukraine shall 
ensure full implementation of 

The National Olympic 
Committee of Ukraine shall 
notably secure the return to the 
IOC, as soon as possible, of the 
medal, the medallist pin and the 
diploma awarded in connection 
with the women’s +75kg 

 

This decision enters into force 

, 34, of Belarus, 
competing in the women’s 53kg 
weightlifting event in which she ranked 
3rd and for which she was awarded a 

 disqualified 
from the Olympic Games Beijing 2008. 

analysis of Novikava’s samples 
from Beijing 2008 resulted in a 
positive test for the prohibited 

dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 
(turinabol) and stanozolol.

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following:

I. The Athlete, Nastassia 
Novikava: 

i. is found to have 
committed an anti
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXIX 
Olympiad in Beijing in 
2008 (presence and/or 
use of a Prohibited 
Substance or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen),

ii. is disqualified from the 
women’s 53kg 
weightlifting event in 
which she participated 
upon the
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dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 
(turinabol) and stanozolol.  

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
mposed for this case of Mr Denis 

Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following: 

The Athlete, Nastassia 

is found to have 
committed an anti-
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti-
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXIX 
Olympiad in Beijing in 
2008 (presence and/or 
use of a Prohibited 
Substance or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen), 

is disqualified from the 
women’s 53kg 
weightlifting event in 
which she participated 
upon the occasion of the 



 
Olympic Games Beijing 
2008, 

iii. has the medal, the 
medallist pin and the 
diploma obtained in the 
women’s 53kg 
weightlifting event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 
same. 

II. The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 
competence. 

III. The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Belarus shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision.

IV. The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Belarus shall notably secure the 
return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the medal, the 
medallist pin and the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 

 

Olympic Games Beijing 

has the medal, the 
medallist pin and the 
diploma obtained in the 
women’s 53kg 
weightlifting event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 

The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above-

ent accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Belarus shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision. 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Belarus shall notably secure the 
return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the medal, the 
medallist pin and the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 

women’s 53kg weightlifting 
event. 

V. This decision enters
immediately. 

Andrei Rybakou, 34, of Belarus, 
competing in the men’s 85kg 
weightlifting event in which he ranked 
2nd and for which he was awarded a 
silver medal, has been disqualified 
from the Olympic Games Beijing 2008. 
Re-analysis of Rybakou’s
Beijing 2008 resulted in a positive test 
for the prohibited substances 
stanozolol and 
dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 
(turinabol).  

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following:

I. The Athlete, Andrei Rybakou:

i. is found to have 
committed an anti
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti
Doping Rules applicable 
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women’s 53kg weightlifting 

This decision enters into force 

, 34, of Belarus, 
competing in the men’s 85kg 
weightlifting event in which he ranked 
2nd and for which he was awarded a 
silver medal, has been disqualified 
from the Olympic Games Beijing 2008. 

analysis of Rybakou’s samples from 
Beijing 2008 resulted in a positive test 
for the prohibited substances 
stanozolol and 
dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 

Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following: 

The Athlete, Andrei Rybakou: 

is found to have 
committed an anti-
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti-
Doping Rules applicable 



 
to the Games of the XXIX 
Olympiad in Beijing in 
2008 (presence and/or 
use of a P
Substance or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen), 

ii. is disqualified from the 
men’s 85kg weightlifting 
event in which he 
participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games Beijing 2008,

iii. has the medal, the 
medallist pin and t
diploma obtained in the 
men’s 85kg weightlifting 
event withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 
same. 

II. The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 
competence. 

 

to the Games of the XXIX 
Olympiad in Beijing in 
2008 (presence and/or 
use of a Prohibited 
Substance or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 

is disqualified from the 
men’s 85kg weightlifting 
event in which he 
participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games Beijing 2008, 

has the medal, the 
medallist pin and the 
diploma obtained in the 
men’s 85kg weightlifting 
event withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 

The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above-
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 

III. The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Belarus shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision.

IV. The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Belarus shall notably secure the 
return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the medal, the 
medallist pin 
awarded in connection with the 
men’s 85kg weightlifting event.

V. This decision enters into force 
immediately. 

Taimuraz Tigiyev
Kazakhstan, competing in the men’s 
84-96kg freestyle wrestling event (1/8 
final, 1/4 final, semi-final and
which he ranked 2nd and for which he 
was awarded a silver medal, has been 
disqualified from the Olympic Games 
Beijing 2008. Re-analysis of Tigiyev’s 
samples from Beijing 2008 resulted in 
a positive test for the prohibited 
substance 
dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 
(turinabol).  
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ional Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Belarus shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision. 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Belarus shall notably secure the 
return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the medal, the 

and the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 
men’s 85kg weightlifting event. 

This decision enters into force 

Taimuraz Tigiyev, 34, of 
Kazakhstan, competing in the men’s 

96kg freestyle wrestling event (1/8 
final and final) in 

which he ranked 2nd and for which he 
was awarded a silver medal, has been 
disqualified from the Olympic Games 

analysis of Tigiyev’s 
samples from Beijing 2008 resulted in 
a positive test for the prohibited 

ethyltestosterone 



 
The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following: 

I. The Athlete, Taimuraz Tigiyev:

i. is found to have 
committed an anti
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXIX 
Olympiad in Beijing in 
2008 (presence and/or 
use of a Prohibited 
Substance or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen), 

ii. is disqualified from the 
men’s 84-96kg freestyle 
wrestling event in which 
he participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games Beijing 2008,

iii. has the medal, the 
medallist pin and the 
diploma obtained in the 

 

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 

The Athlete, Taimuraz Tigiyev: 

is found to have 
committed an anti-

rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti-
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXIX 
Olympiad in Beijing in 
2008 (presence and/or 
use of a Prohibited 
Substance or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 

is disqualified from the 
96kg freestyle 

wrestling event in which 
he participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games Beijing 2008, 

has the medal, the 
medallist pin and the 
diploma obtained in the 

men’s 84
wrestling event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return 
same. 

II. The UWW is requested to 
modify the results of the above
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 
competence. 

III. The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan shall ensure full 
implementation of thi

IV. The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan shall notably secure 
the return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the medal, the 
medallist pin and the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 
men’s 84-96kg freestyle 
wrestling event

V. This decision enters into force 
immediately. 
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men’s 84-96kg freestyle 
wrestling event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 

The UWW is requested to 
modify the results of the above-
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision. 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan shall notably secure 
the return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the medal, the 
medallist pin and the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 

96kg freestyle 
wrestling event. 

This decision enters into force 



 
As part of this process, the IOC 
announced that eight athletes 
have been disqualified from the 
Olympic Games London 2012. 
The details follow. 

Zulfiya Chinshanlo, 23, of 
Kazakhstan, competing in the women’s 
53kg weightlifting event in which she 
ranked 1st and for which she was 
awarded the gold medal, has been 
disqualified from the Olympic Games 
London 2012. Re-analysis of 
Chinshanlo’s samples from London 
2012 resulted in a positive test for the 
prohibited substances oxandrolone 
and stanozolol.  

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following: 

I. The Athlete, Zulfiya Chinshanlo:

i. is found to have 
committed an anti
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXX 

 

As part of this process, the IOC 
announced that eight athletes 
have been disqualified from the 
Olympic Games London 2012. 

, 23, of 
Kazakhstan, competing in the women’s 
53kg weightlifting event in which she 
ranked 1st and for which she was 
awarded the gold medal, has been 
disqualified from the Olympic Games 

analysis of 
Chinshanlo’s samples from London 
2012 resulted in a positive test for the 

stances oxandrolone 

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 

The Athlete, Zulfiya Chinshanlo: 

is found to have 
committed an anti-
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti-
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXX 

Olympiad in London in 
2012 (presence and/or 
use of Prohibited 
Substances or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen),

ii. is disqualified from th
event in which she 
participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games London 2012, 
namely the women’s 
53kg weightlifting event, 
in which she ranked 1st 
and for which she was 
awarded the gold medal,

iii. has the medal, the 
medallist pin and the 
diploma 
women’s 53kg 
weightlifting event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 
same. 

II. The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
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Olympiad in London in 
2012 (presence and/or 
use of Prohibited 
Substances or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen), 

is disqualified from the 
event in which she 
participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games London 2012, 
namely the women’s 
53kg weightlifting event, 
in which she ranked 1st 
and for which she was 
awarded the gold medal, 

has the medal, the 
medallist pin and the 
diploma obtained in the 
women’s 53kg 
weightlifting event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 

The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above-
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 



 
action within its own 
competence. 

III. The National Oly
Committee of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision.

IV. The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan shall notably secure 
the return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the medal, the 
medallist pin and the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 
women’s 53kg weightlifting 
event to the Athlete. 

V. This decision enters into force 
immediately. 

Kirill Ikonnikov, 32, of Russia, 
competing in the men’s hammer throw 
event (qualification and final) in which 
he ranked 5th and for which he was 
awarded a diploma, has been 
disqualified from the Olympic Games 
London 2012. Re-analysis of 
Ikonnikov’s samples from London 
2012 resulted in a positive test for the 
prohibited substance 

 

action within its own 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision. 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan shall notably secure 
the return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the medal, the 

d the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 
women’s 53kg weightlifting 

 

This decision enters into force 

, 32, of Russia, 
competing in the men’s hammer throw 
event (qualification and final) in which 

ed 5th and for which he was 
awarded a diploma, has been 
disqualified from the Olympic Games 

analysis of 
Ikonnikov’s samples from London 
2012 resulted in a positive test for the 
prohibited substance 

dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 
(turinabol).  

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following:

I. The Athlete, Kirill Ikonnikov:

i. is found to have 
committed an anti
doping rule violation 
pursuant to t
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXX 
Olympiad in London in 
2012 (presence and/or 
use of Prohibited 
Substances or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen),

ii. is disqualified from the 
event in which he 
participated upo
occasion of the Olympic 
Games London 2012, 
namely the men’s 
hammer throw event, in 
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dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following: 

The Athlete, Kirill Ikonnikov: 

is found to have 
committed an anti-
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti-
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXX 
Olympiad in London in 
2012 (presence and/or 
use of Prohibited 
Substances or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen), 

is disqualified from the 
event in which he 
participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games London 2012, 
namely the men’s 
hammer throw event, in 



 
which he ranked 5th and 
for which he was 
awarded a diploma,

iii. has the diploma obtained 
in the men’s hammer 
throw event withdrawn 
and is ordered to return 
the same. 

II. The IAAF is requested to modify 
the results of the above
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 
competence. 

III. The Russian Olympic 
Committee shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision.

IV. The Russian Olympic 
Committee shall notably secure 
the return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 
men’s hammer throw event to 
the Athlete. 

V. This decision enters into force 
immediately. 

 

which he ranked 5th and 
for which he was 
awarded a diploma, 

has the diploma obtained 
in the men’s hammer 
throw event withdrawn 
and is ordered to return 

AAF is requested to modify 
the results of the above-
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 

The Russian Olympic 
Committee shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision. 

The Russian Olympic 
shall notably secure 

the return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 
men’s hammer throw event to 

This decision enters into force 

Maiya Maneza, 30, of Kazakhstan, 
competing in the women’s 6
weightlifting event in which she ranked 
1st and for which she was awarded the 
gold medal, has been disqualified from 
the Olympic Games London 2012. Re
analysis of Maneza’s samples from 
London 2012 resulted in a positive test 
for the prohibited substanc
stanozolol.  

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following:

I. The Athlete, Maiya Maneza:

i. is found to have 
committed an anti
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXX 
Olympiad in London in 
2012 (presence and/or 
use of Prohibited 
Substances or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen),
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, 30, of Kazakhstan, 
competing in the women’s 63kg 
weightlifting event in which she ranked 
1st and for which she was awarded the 
gold medal, has been disqualified from 
the Olympic Games London 2012. Re-
analysis of Maneza’s samples from 
London 2012 resulted in a positive test 
for the prohibited substance 

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following: 

The Athlete, Maiya Maneza: 

is found to have 
committed an anti-
doping rule violation 

ant to the IOC Anti-
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXX 
Olympiad in London in 
2012 (presence and/or 
use of Prohibited 
Substances or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen), 



 
ii. is disqualified from the 

event in which she 
participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games London 2012, 
namely the women’s 
63kg weightlifting event, 
in which she ranked 1st 
and for which she was 
awarded the gold medal,

iii. has the medal, the 
medallist pin and the 
diploma obtained in the 
women’s 63kg 
weightlifting event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 
same. 

II. The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 
competence. 

III. The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision.

 

is disqualified from the 
event in which she 

pated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games London 2012, 
namely the women’s 
63kg weightlifting event, 
in which she ranked 1st 
and for which she was 
awarded the gold medal, 

has the medal, the 
medallist pin and the 
diploma obtained in the 
women’s 63kg 

tlifting event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 

The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above-
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision. 

IV. The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan shall notably secure 
the return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the medal, the 
medallist pin and the diploma 
awarded in connectio
women’s 63kg weightlifting 
event to the Athlete.

V. This decision enters into force 
immediately. 

Svetlana Podobedova
Kazakhstan, competing in the women’s 
75kg weightlifting event in which she 
ranked 1st and for which she was 
awarded the gold medal, has been 
disqualified from the Olympic Games 
London 2012..  

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following:

I. The Athlete, Svetlana 
Podobedova : 

i. is found to have 
committed an anti

P a g e  | 61 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan shall notably secure 
the return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the medal, the 
medallist pin and the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 
women’s 63kg weightlifting 
event to the Athlete. 

This decision enters into force 

Svetlana Podobedova, 30, of 
Kazakhstan, competing in the women’s 
75kg weightlifting event in which she 
ranked 1st and for which she was 

d medal, has been 
disqualified from the Olympic Games 

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following: 

The Athlete, Svetlana 

is found to have 
committed an anti-



 
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXX 
Olympiad in London in 
2012 (presence and/or 
use of Prohibited 
Substances or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen), 

ii. is disqualified from the 
event in which she 
participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games London 2012, 
namely the women’s 
75kg weightlifting event, 
in which she ranked 1st 
and for which she was 
awarded the gold medal,

iii. has the medal, the 
medallist pin and the 
diploma obtained in the 
women’s 75kg 
weightlifting event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 
same. 

 

doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti-
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXX 
Olympiad in London in 
2012 (presence and/or 
use of Prohibited 
Substances or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 

is disqualified from the 
event in which she 
participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games London 2012, 
namely the women’s 
75kg weightlifting event, 
in which she ranked 1st 
and for which she was 
awarded the gold medal, 

has the medal, the 
dallist pin and the 

diploma obtained in the 
women’s 75kg 
weightlifting event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 

II. The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 
competence. 

III. The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision.

IV. The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan shall notably secure 
the return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the
medallist pin and the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 
women’s 75kg weightlifting 
event to the Athlete.

V. This decision enters into force 
immediately. 

Dzina Sazanavets, 26, of Belarus, 
competing in the women’s 69kg 
weightlifting event in wh
4th and for which she was awarded a 
diploma, has been disqualified from 
the Olympic Games London 2012. Re
analysis of Sazanavets’s samples from 
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The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above-
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision. 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan shall notably secure 
the return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the medal, the 
medallist pin and the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 
women’s 75kg weightlifting 
event to the Athlete. 

This decision enters into force 

, 26, of Belarus, 
competing in the women’s 69kg 
weightlifting event in which she ranked 
4th and for which she was awarded a 
diploma, has been disqualified from 
the Olympic Games London 2012. Re-
analysis of Sazanavets’s samples from 



 
London 2012 resulted in a positive test 
for the prohibited substances 
drostanolone and stanozolol

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following: 

I. The Athlete, Dzina Sazanavets:

i. is found to have 
committed an anti
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXX 
Olympiad in London in 
2012 (presence and/or 
use of Prohibited 
Substances or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen), 

ii. is disqualified from the 
event in which she 
participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games London 2012, 
namely the women’s 

 

London 2012 resulted in a positive test 
for the prohibited substances 
drostanolone and stanozolol.  

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 

The Athlete, Dzina Sazanavets: 

is found to have 
committed an anti-
doping rule violation 

he IOC Anti-
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXX 
Olympiad in London in 
2012 (presence and/or 
use of Prohibited 
Substances or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 

is disqualified from the 
event in which she 
participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games London 2012, 
namely the women’s 

69kg weightlifting event, 
in which she ranked 4th 
and for which she was 
awarded a diploma,

iii. has the diploma obtained 
in the women
weightlifting event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 
same. 

II. The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 
competence. 

III. The National Olympic 
Committee of the
Belarus shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision.

IV. The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Belarus shall notably secure the 
return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 
women’s 69kg we
event to the Athlete.
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69kg weightlifting event, 
in which she ranked 4th 
and for which she was 
awarded a diploma, 

has the diploma obtained 
in the women’s 69kg 
weightlifting event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 

The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above-
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Belarus shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision. 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Belarus shall notably secure the 
return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 
women’s 69kg weightlifting 
event to the Athlete. 



 
V. This decision enters into force 

immediately. 

Marina Shkermankova
Belarus, competing in the women’s 
69kg weightlifting event in which she 
ranked 3rd and for which she was 
awarded a bronze medal, has been 
disqualified from the Olympic Games 
London 2012. Re-analysis of 
Shkermankova’s samples from London 
2012 resulted in a positive test for the 
prohibited substances 
dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 
(turinabol) and stanozolol. 

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following: 

I. The Athlete, Marina 
Shkermankova : 

i. is found to have 
committed an anti
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXX 
Olympiad in London in 

 

This decision enters into force 

Marina Shkermankova, 26, of 
Belarus, competing in the women’s 
69kg weightlifting event in which she 
ranked 3rd and for which she was 
awarded a bronze medal, has been 

d from the Olympic Games 
analysis of 

Shkermankova’s samples from London 
2012 resulted in a positive test for the 
prohibited substances 
dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 

  

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
this case of Mr Denis 

Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 

The Athlete, Marina 

is found to have 
committed an anti-
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti-
Doping Rules applicable 

ames of the XXX 
Olympiad in London in 

2012 (presence and/or 
use of Prohibited 
Substances or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen),

ii. is disqualified from the 
event in which she 
participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games London 
namely the women’s 
69kg weightlifting event, 
in which she ranked 3rd 
and for which she was 
awarded a bronze medal,

iii. has the medal, the 
medallist pin and the 
diploma obtained in the 
women’s 69kg 
weightlifting event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return th
same. 

II. The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 
competence. 
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2012 (presence and/or 
use of Prohibited 
Substances or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen), 

is disqualified from the 
event in which she 
participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games London 2012, 
namely the women’s 
69kg weightlifting event, 
in which she ranked 3rd 
and for which she was 
awarded a bronze medal, 

has the medal, the 
medallist pin and the 
diploma obtained in the 
women’s 69kg 
weightlifting event 
withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 

The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above-
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 



 
III. The National Olympic 

Committee of the Republic of 
Belarus shall ensure full 
implementation of this 

IV. The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Belarus shall notably secure the 
return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the medal, the 
medallist pin and the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 
women’s 69kg weightlifting 
event to the Athlete. 

V. This decision enters into force 
immediately. 

Dmitry Starodubtsev, 30, of Russia, 
competing in the men’s pole vault 
event (qualification and final) in which 
he ranked 4th and for which he was 
awarded a diploma, has been 
disqualified from the Olympic Ga
London 2012. Re-analysis of 
Starodubtsev’s samples from London 
2012 resulted in a positive test for the 
prohibited substance 
dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 
(turinabol).  

 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Belarus shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision. 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Belarus shall notably secure the 
return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the medal, the 
medallist pin and the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 
women’s 69kg weightlifting 

 

This decision enters into force 

, 30, of Russia, 
competing in the men’s pole vault 
event (qualification and final) in which 
he ranked 4th and for which he was 
awarded a diploma, has been 
disqualified from the Olympic Games 

analysis of 
Starodubtsev’s samples from London 
2012 resulted in a positive test for the 
prohibited substance 
dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following:

I. The Athlete, Dmitry 
Starodubtsev: 

i. is found to have 
committed an anti
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXX 
Olympiad in London in 
2012 (presence and/or 
use of Prohibited 
Substances or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen),

ii. is disqualified from the 
men’s pole vault event in 
which he participated 
upon the occasion of the 
Olympic Games London 
2012, in which he rank
4th and for which he was 
awarded a diploma,

P a g e  | 65 

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 

an), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following: 

The Athlete, Dmitry 
 

is found to have 
committed an anti-
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti-
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXX 
Olympiad in London in 
2012 (presence and/or 
use of Prohibited 
Substances or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen), 

is disqualified from the 
men’s pole vault event in 
which he participated 
upon the occasion of the 
Olympic Games London 
2012, in which he ranked 
4th and for which he was 
awarded a diploma, 



 
iii. has the diploma obtained 

in the men’s pole vault 
event withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 
same. 

II. The IAAF is requested to modify 
the results of the above
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any furt
action within its own 
competence. 

III. The Russian Olympic 
Committee shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision.

IV. The Russian Olympic 
Committee shall notably secure 
the return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the diploma 
awarded in connection with 
men’s pole vault event to the 
Athlete. 

V. This decision enters into force 
immediately. 

Yauheni Zharnasek, 29, of Belarus, 
competing in the men’s +105kg 
weightlifting event in which he ranked 
9th, has been disqualified from the 

 

has the diploma obtained 
in the men’s pole vault 
event withdrawn and is 
ordered to return the 

The IAAF is requested to modify 
the results of the above-
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 

The Russian Olympic 
Committee shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision. 

The Russian Olympic 
Committee shall notably secure 
the return to the IOC, as soon as 
possible, of the diploma 
awarded in connection with the 
men’s pole vault event to the 

This decision enters into force 

, 29, of Belarus, 
competing in the men’s +105kg 
weightlifting event in which he ranked 
9th, has been disqualified from the 

Olympic Games London 2012. R
analysis of Zharnasek’s samples from 
London 2012 resulted in a positive test 
for the prohibited substances 
dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 
(turinabol), oxandrolone and 
stanozolol.  

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 
Oswald (Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following:

I. The Athlete, Yauheni 
Zharnasek: 

i. is found to have 
committed an anti
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXX 
Olympiad in 
2012 (presence and/or 
use of Prohibited 
Substances or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen),
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Olympic Games London 2012. Re-
analysis of Zharnasek’s samples from 
London 2012 resulted in a positive test 
for the prohibited substances 
dehydrochlormethyltestosterone 
(turinabol), oxandrolone and 

The IOC Disciplinary Commission, 
composed for this case of Mr Denis 

(Chairman), Mrs Gunilla 
Lindberg and Mr Ugur Erdener, 
decided the following: 

The Athlete, Yauheni 

is found to have 
committed an anti-
doping rule violation 
pursuant to the IOC Anti-
Doping Rules applicable 
to the Games of the XXX 
Olympiad in London in 
2012 (presence and/or 
use of Prohibited 
Substances or its 
Metabolites or Markers 
in an athlete’s bodily 
specimen), 



 
ii. is disqualified from the 

event in which he 
participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games London 2012, 
namely the men’s +105kg
weightlifting event, in 
which he ranked 9th.

II. The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 
competence. 

III. The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 
Belarus shall ensure full 
implementation of this decision.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

is disqualified from the 
event in which he 
participated upon the 
occasion of the Olympic 
Games London 2012, 
namely the men’s +105kg 
weightlifting event, in 
which he ranked 9th. 

The IWF is requested to modify 
the results of the above-
mentioned event accordingly 
and to consider any further 
action within its own 

The National Olympic 
Committee of the Republic of 

ensure full 
implementation of this decision. 

IV. This decision enters into force 
immediately. 

The disciplinary proceedings 
against Besik kudukhov
Russia, competing in the men’s 60kg 
freestyle wrestling event in which he 
ranked 2nd and for which he was 
awarded a silver medal at the Olympic 
Games London 2012, have been filed.

The additional analyses on samples 
collected during the Olympic Games 
Beijing 2008 and London 2012 were 
performed with improved analytical 
methods, in order to possibly detect 
prohibited substances that could not 
be identified by the analysis performed 
at the time of these editions of the 
Olympic Games. 
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This decision enters into force 

The disciplinary proceedings 
Besik kudukhov, 32, of 

Russia, competing in the men’s 60kg 
freestyle wrestling event in which he 
ranked 2nd and for which he was 
awarded a silver medal at the Olympic 
Games London 2012, have been filed. 

The additional analyses on samples 
collected during the Olympic Games 
Beijing 2008 and London 2012 were 
performed with improved analytical 
methods, in order to possibly detect 

ited substances that could not 
be identified by the analysis performed 
at the time of these editions of the 



 
#8 THE BEST

 

After voting was opened for The Best 
FIFA Football Awards on Friday 4 
November, over 300,000 valid votes 
were registered in the opening 
weekend for The Best FIFA Men's 
Player, Women's Player, Men's Coach 
and Women's Coach Awards by
wanting to make their voices heard. 
The historic process, which sees fans' 
votes count for 25 per cent of the total 
- making their choices alongside 
national coaches, their team captains 
and a select group of media 

 

THE BEST OF FIFA FOOTBALL AWARDS’16 

Image Courtesy:bleacher report
After voting was opened for The Best 
FIFA Football Awards on Friday 4 
November, over 300,000 valid votes 
were registered in the opening 
weekend for The Best FIFA Men's 
Player, Women's Player, Men's Coach 
and Women's Coach Awards by fans 
wanting to make their voices heard. 
The historic process, which sees fans' 
votes count for 25 per cent of the total 

making their choices alongside 
national coaches, their team captains 
and a select group of media - has seen 

fans flock to FIFA.com t
from the group of 53 players and 
coaches. 
There is still a week for fans to register 
their vote, and decide which of 
football's elite will make the final three 
in their field, and ultimately wear the 
crown on Monday 9 January. Voting is 
open until midnight CET on Tuesday 
22 November and the allocation is the 
same as for the captains, coaches and 
media: five (5) points for your first 
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FIFA FOOTBALL 

Courtesy:bleacher report
fans flock to FIFA.com to pick The Best 
from the group of 53 players and 

There is still a week for fans to register 
their vote, and decide which of 
football's elite will make the final three 
in their field, and ultimately wear the 
crown on Monday 9 January. Voting is 

n until midnight CET on Tuesday 
22 November and the allocation is the 
same as for the captains, coaches and 
media: five (5) points for your first 



 
choice, three (3) points for your second 
and one (1) point for the third choice. 
The voting process, as explai
rules of allocation, sees the vote split 
equally between the four groups. Each 
group's votes are counted, converted 
into a percentage and divided by four 
meaning that however many more 
thousands of votes are cast by fans 
across the globe, their contribution will 
still make up a quarter of the total. 
Fans wishing to vote for these four 
particular awards need to register as a 
FIFA.com Club member, in order to 
join the thousands of members who 
have cast their vote so far.  
Don't delay, the clock is ticking! Vote 
for The Best today: 

 The Best Men’s Player 2016
 The Best Women’s Player 2016
 The Best Men’s Coach 2016
 The Best Women’s Coach 2016
THE BEST MEN’S PLAYER 
2016 

 Sergio AGUERO 
Sergio Aguero had an impressive 
2015/16 with Manchester City, scoring
24 goals in 30 English Premier League 
matches, the highest goals
ratio of the season, though he missed 
out on being the league’s top scorer by 

 

choice, three (3) points for your second 
and one (1) point for the third choice. 
The voting process, as explained in the 
rules of allocation, sees the vote split 
equally between the four groups. Each 
group's votes are counted, converted 
into a percentage and divided by four - 
meaning that however many more 
thousands of votes are cast by fans 

r contribution will 
still make up a quarter of the total. 
Fans wishing to vote for these four 
particular awards need to register as a 
FIFA.com Club member, in order to 
join the thousands of members who 

 
s ticking! Vote 

The Best Men’s Player 2016 
The Best Women’s Player 2016 
The Best Men’s Coach 2016 
The Best Women’s Coach 2016 

THE BEST MEN’S PLAYER 

Sergio Aguero had an impressive 
2015/16 with Manchester City, scoring 
24 goals in 30 English Premier League 
matches, the highest goals-per-game 
ratio of the season, though he missed 
out on being the league’s top scorer by 

a single goal. The Argentinian also 
scored twice in his side’s run to the 
semi-finals of the UEFA Champ
League, the first time they have 
reached that stage of the competition, 
and converted a penalty in the English 
League Cup final shoot
Liverpool. El Kun found the back of the 
net once, as Argentina finished 
runners-up in the Copa America 
Centenario. He has since been among 
the goals again for his club in the 
current Premier League campaign.
 

 Gareth BALE 
Gareth Bale is well established among 
the upper echelons of world football, 
being nominated as one of the best 
players in the world now for
year running, and looking back on his 
last 12 months, it is hardly a surprise 
to see him here again. Getting his 
hands on a second UEFA Champions 
League winners medal with Real 
Madrid, he played his part in more 
than 30 goals in all competition
part of the fearsome ‘BBC’ frontline, 
alongside Karim Benzema and 
Cristiano Ronaldo. Having helped his 
club to a historic 11th continental title, 
he led his nation to their own 
European milestone as Wales reached 
the semi-finals of UEFA EURO 2016 
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a single goal. The Argentinian also 
scored twice in his side’s run to the 

finals of the UEFA Champions 
League, the first time they have 
reached that stage of the competition, 
and converted a penalty in the English 
League Cup final shoot-out win over 

found the back of the 
net once, as Argentina finished 

up in the Copa America 
entenario. He has since been among 

the goals again for his club in the 
current Premier League campaign. 

Gareth Bale is well established among 
the upper echelons of world football, 
being nominated as one of the best 
players in the world now for the fourth 
year running, and looking back on his 
last 12 months, it is hardly a surprise 
to see him here again. Getting his 
hands on a second UEFA Champions 
League winners medal with Real 
Madrid, he played his part in more 
than 30 goals in all competitions as 
part of the fearsome ‘BBC’ frontline, 
alongside Karim Benzema and 
Cristiano Ronaldo. Having helped his 
club to a historic 11th continental title, 
he led his nation to their own 
European milestone as Wales reached 

finals of UEFA EURO 2016 – 



 
their highest ever major tournament 
finish. Having lit up the competition in 
France, he and Wales were rewarded 
with their highest-ever placing in the 
FIFA/Coca-Cola World Ranking of 
tenth in September. 
 

 Gianluigi BUFFON 
It is not often that an opponent gets
the better of Gianluigi Buffon. The 
Italian 2006 FIFA World Cup™ 
winner may be 38, but he shows no 
sign of waning and still excels thanks 
to his extraordinary reflexes. In March 
2016 the charismatic custodian beat 
the record set by AC Milan's 
Sebastiano Rossi in the 1993/94 
campaign by going 973 minutes 
without conceding in Serie A. The 
legendary goalkeeper won a league and 
cup double with Juventus in 2015/16, 
but lost out to Bayern Munich in the 
UEFA Champions League Round of 16. 
'Gigi', Italy's most-capp
progressed to the quarter
the Squadra Azzurra at UEFA EURO 
2016, where they lost to Germany on 
penalties. 
 

 CRISTIANO RONALDO 
Cristiano Ronaldo will forever 
remember 2016 as the year in which he 
was crowned a European champion 
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at UEFA EURO 
2016, where they lost to Germany on 

Cristiano Ronaldo will forever 
remember 2016 as the year in which he 
was crowned a European champion 

twice. First he triumphed in the UEFA 
Champions League with Real Madrid, 
clinching the title by scoring the last 
penalty in the shoot-
fitting way to cap a campaign in which 
he finished top of the competition's 
scoring charts with 16 goals, seven 
more than second
Lewandowski. Then as Portugal 
captain, Cristiano had the honour of 
lifting the first major trophy in his 
country's history at UEFA EURO 2016, 
secured by upsetting hosts France in 
the final in Paris. With his irrepressible 
thirst for goals, power and speed, 
Ronaldo continues to amass silverware 
and records in abundance.
 

 Kevin DE BRUYNE 
Kevin De Bruyne has a playing style 
completely his own. The Belgian 
midfielder can do it all, thanks to finely 
honed instincts that seem to draw
ball to his feet and allow him to read 
the game and anticipate space. Those 
gifts have served him well year upon 
year and 2016 was no exception, with 
De Bruyne racking up another 
impressive tally of goals and assists. 
When Manchester City score, it is
for him not to be involved. A coach's 
dream, he has already become 
indispensable to Pep Guardiola and 
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remains a fixture for his national side. 
Last season, he helped City reach the 
UEFA Champions League semi
for the first time before steering
Diables Rouges to the last eight at 
UEFA EURO 2016. 
 

 Antoine GRIEZMANN 
Having been named the best player 
both in the Spanish league, in which he 
helped Atletico Madrid finish third, 
and at the UEFA European 
Championship, 2016 will go down as 
the year in which Antoine Griezmann 
truly came into his own. With 40 goals 
over the course of the 2015/16 
campaign, he spearheaded Atletico and 
France's respective charges to the 
finals of the UEFA Champions League 
and EURO 2016, although both ended 
in heart-wrenching defeats. A skilful, 
unselfish attacker, the 5'9 (1.76m) 
schemer can quite simply do the lot. As 
Griezmann himself recently 
told FIFA.com, he is a "more 
complete player now" than ever before 
and has "improved in every way in the 
last two years". One person who would 
certainly echo this view is his coach 
Diego Simeone, who is on the record as 
saying that the man they now 
call Grizou has raised his game to such 

 

remains a fixture for his national side. 
Last season, he helped City reach the 
UEFA Champions League semi-finals 
for the first time before steering Les 

to the last eight at 

Having been named the best player 
both in the Spanish league, in which he 
helped Atletico Madrid finish third, 
and at the UEFA European 
Championship, 2016 will go down as 

n which Antoine Griezmann 
truly came into his own. With 40 goals 
over the course of the 2015/16 
campaign, he spearheaded Atletico and 
France's respective charges to the 
finals of the UEFA Champions League 
and EURO 2016, although both ended 

ng defeats. A skilful, 
unselfish attacker, the 5'9 (1.76m) 
schemer can quite simply do the lot. As 
Griezmann himself recently 

, he is a "more 
complete player now" than ever before 
and has "improved in every way in the 
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certainly echo this view is his coach 
Diego Simeone, who is on the record as 
saying that the man they now 

has raised his game to such 

an extent that he is currently "among 
the top three players in the world".
 

 Zlatan IBRAHIMOVIC
An enduring modern football icon, 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic inevitably 
commands the spotlight, and 2016 was 
no exception. Besides celebrating 
another Ligue 1, Coupe de France and 
Coupe de la Ligue treble with Paris 
Saint-Germain, Ibracadabra
his legendary status at the club with 
his 38 league goals, breaking Carlos 
Bianchi's 38-year-old record for the 
highest-ever tally by a PSG player. He 
duly decided to depart Paris for 
pastures new in May, tweeting "I came 
like a king, left like a legend" by way of 
a trademark parting message. This was 
not his only farewell of the year, as he 
retired from international football in 
June in the wake of UEFA EURO 2016. 
After representing the Swedish 
national team for no fewer than 15 
years, he leaves behind a lasting 
imprint. In contrast to these emotional 
farewells, the flamboyant forward 
embarked on a new beginning and 
challenge in England by joining 
Manchester United in July.
 

 Andres INIESTA 
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There are few superlatives left to 
describe Andres Iniesta's talent. He 
continues to add to his ever
haul of silverware, having rounded off 
2015 by winning the FIFA Club World 
Cup with Barcelona and collecting the 
adidas Bronze Ball in the process. In 
2016, he captured another Spanish 
league title, Copa del Rey and Spanish 
Super Cup. Moreover, the silky 
Spanish playmaker still delights and 
wreaks havoc in equal measure with 
the ball at his feet, aided by his 
intelligent movement between the 
lines and extraordinary ability to pick 
out passes. Once his tireless work ethic 
and generosity of spirit are factored in, 
it is easy to understand why his coach, 
Luis Enrique, has labelled him a 
"world heritage" player. Iniesta is 
unquestionably one of the mainstays of 
Julen Lopetegui's new-look Spain set
up on the road to the 2018 FIFA World
Cup Russia™, and injuries appear to 
be the only threat capable of derailing 
the evergreen maestro. 
 

 N'Golo Kanté 
For N'Golo Kante, 2016 was the year 
everything changed. Little known 
when he joined Leicester City from 
Caen, the defensive midfielder quickly
impressed with consistently excellent 
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For N'Golo Kante, 2016 was the year 
everything changed. Little known 
when he joined Leicester City from 
Caen, the defensive midfielder quickly 
impressed with consistently excellent 

displays and has not looked back since. 
Kante does not crave the limelight, 
preferring to help others shine, and he 
covers every blade of grass in tireless 
performances. Indeed, no player 
completed more interceptions 
carried out more tackles (175) than the 
Frenchman during the 2015/16 
English Premier League season. He 
was a key member of the Leicester side 
that made history by winning the 
English title and he also caught the eye 
of Didier Deschamps, imposing 
himself in France's midfield before 
earning himself a spot in the heart of 
the action for Chelsea.
 

 Toni KROOS 
Toni Kroos orchestrates matters in 
midfield both for Real Madrid and 
Germany. He sets the tone of the game 
and possesses the ability to unlock any
defence with his pinpoint passing. 
Indeed, in general over 90 per cent of 
his passes find their intended target in 
every game. After triumphing with 
Germany at the 2014 FIFA World 
Cup™, Kroos helped the side reach the 
semi-finals at UEFA EURO 2016. 
Immediately prior to the start of that 
tournament he won the UEFA 
Champions League with Real Madrid 
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and was recently awarded a contract 
extension until the summer of 2022.
 

 Robert LEWANDOWSKI 
A glance at the statistics shows just 
how invaluable Robert Lewandowski is 
for his team. Last season he scored 42 
goals in 51 matches for Bayern 
Munich, making him the most prolific 
striker at the record German 
champions. The Poland international 
also finds the net regularly for his 
country. Although he only registered 
two goals at UEFA EURO 2016, he is 
currently beating opponents almost 
single-handedly during 2018 FIFA 
World Cup Russia™ qualifying. The 
centre-forward is extremely agile 
despite his 6'0 (1.84 metre) frame and 
also possesses magnificent technique.
 

 Riyad MAHREZ 
 
When he signed for Leicester City in 
early 2014, Riyad Mahrez had just two 
full seasons with Ligue 2 side Le Havre 
under his belt. After helping the Foxes 
earn promotion to the English Premier 
League a few months later and then 
keeping them up in their fir
back in the big time, the Algerian then 
played an instrumental part, as 
Leicester confounded the odds to win 
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When he signed for Leicester City in 
early 2014, Riyad Mahrez had just two 
full seasons with Ligue 2 side Le Havre 
under his belt. After helping the Foxes 
earn promotion to the English Premier 
League a few months later and then 
keeping them up in their first season 
back in the big time, the Algerian then 
played an instrumental part, as 
Leicester confounded the odds to win 

the 2015/16 league title, one of the 
biggest upsets the game has ever seen. 
As reward for his superlative season, 
Mahrez had the honour o
the first African to win the PFA Player 
of the Year award. His form with 
Algeria has been just as impressive, 
with the 25-year
midfielder contributing to their 
qualification for the 2017 CAF Africa 
Cup of Nations and the third and 
round of qualifying for the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup Russia™. Now at the peak 
of his considerable powers, Mahrez has 
designs on winning global recognition 
to go with his domestic accolades.
 

 Lionel MESSI 
Lionel Messi shows no signs of letting 
up. After rounding off 2015 by 
collecting the adidas Silver Ball at the 
FIFA Club World Cup in Japan, he 
continued to figure large for club and 
country in 2016. In winning his eighth 
La Liga winner’s medal with 
Barcelona, he chipped in with 20 goals 
(putting him third 
charts) and an impressive 16 assists, 
and also won the Copa del Rey for a 
fourth time with Los
the Spanish Super Cup for the seventh 
time. La Pulga also starred for 
Argentina on their run to the final of 

P a g e  | 73 

the 2015/16 league title, one of the 
biggest upsets the game has ever seen. 
As reward for his superlative season, 
Mahrez had the honour of becoming 
the first African to win the PFA Player 
of the Year award. His form with 
Algeria has been just as impressive, 

year-old attacking 
midfielder contributing to their 
qualification for the 2017 CAF Africa 
Cup of Nations and the third and final 
round of qualifying for the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup Russia™. Now at the peak 
of his considerable powers, Mahrez has 
designs on winning global recognition 
to go with his domestic accolades. 

Lionel Messi shows no signs of letting 
unding off 2015 by 

collecting the adidas Silver Ball at the 
FIFA Club World Cup in Japan, he 
continued to figure large for club and 
country in 2016. In winning his eighth 
La Liga winner’s medal with 
Barcelona, he chipped in with 20 goals 

 in the scoring 
charts) and an impressive 16 assists, 
and also won the Copa del Rey for a 

Los Blaugrana and 
the Spanish Super Cup for the seventh 

also starred for 
Argentina on their run to the final of 



 
Copa America Centenario, serving up 
more assists in the tournament than 
any other player and ending it as the 
second highest scorer. In the process, 
Messi also 
became La Albiceleste’sleading all
goalscorer. 
 

 Luka MODRIC 
With his finesse and nous, Luka 
Modric has become a key midfield 
component for both Real Madrid and 
the Croatian national team. Though 
not a traditional enforcer, he 
continually regains possession for his 
side and once he has it, he is the sort of 
player who can dictate the tempo of a 
match and distribute the ball with 
aplomb even when under pressure. On 
top of all that, he has honed his 
shooting skills and is a steady supplier 
of assists. Besides winning the UEFA 
Champions League and UEFA Super 
Cup with his club in 2016, he also 
pulled the strings for Croatia en route 
to the Round of 16 at the UEFA 
European Championship in France, 
where they only fell to eventual 
champions Portugal after extra time. 
He was subsequently named his 
country's new captain. 
 

 Manuel NEUER 
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When the 6'4 (1.93m) goalkeeper 
spreads himself between his posts, 
many clinical strikers lose their nerve 
as the goal frame suddenly appears a 
lot smaller. Manuel Neuer is 
outstanding on his goal
dominates his penalty area and often 
showcases his excellent footballing 
ability outside of the box as a 'sweeper
keeper'. The 2014 FIFA World Cup™ 
winner took over from Bastian 
Schweinsteiger as captain of the 
Germany national team in September 
2016, having earlier helped the side 
reach the last four at UEFA EURO 
2016 and saved two penalties in the 
shootout against Italy in their last
eight fixture. In 2015/16, Neuer 
became the first goalkeeper to keep 21 
clean sheets in the Bundesliga. 
Furthermore, last season he added the 
league title, the DFB
German Super Cup to his trophy 
collection. 
 

 NEYMAR 
Winning the FIFA Club World Cup 
Japan 2015 with Barcelona was a sign 
of things to come for Neymar in 2016, 
a year in which he contributed 31 goals 
and 20 assists to the club’s league, 
Copa del Rey and Spanish Super Cup 
wins. The Brazilian forward missed the 
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Copa America Centenario, choosing 
instead to devote his energies to his 
country’s major objective of the year: 
winning Olympic gold at Rio 2016, the 
one major title missing from 
the Seleção trophy cabinet. With 
confidence and form restored, the 
Brazilians and their inspirational 
captain are now back in the direct 
qualification places. 
 

 Mesut OEZIL 
Mesut Ozil is a master schemer 
renowned for his slide-rule passes that 
set up his team-mates perfe
Germany international is supremely 
inventive and is one of the best in the 
world at creating goals. He is a key 
figure in Arsenal's midfield and has 
scored with increasing regularity of 
late. Nevertheless, it is providing 
assists that shapes his style of play: his 
tally of 19 was the best in the 2015/16 
Premier League season, leading him to 
be named as the Gunners' Player of the 
Season. He also helped Germany reach 
the semi-finals of UEFA EURO 2016 
and scored a crucial goal against Italy 
in the last eight. 
 

 Dimitri PAYET 
Dimitri Payet showed what he was 
capable of during his spells with 
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Dimitri Payet showed what he was 
capable of during his spells with 

Nantes, Saint-Etienne, Lille and 
Marseille. All that was lacking from his 
game was the ability to perform 
consistently over an entire season, a 
quality he was able to demonstrate 
after his move to West Ham United in 
the summer of 2015, with the 
Frenchman settling in immediately 
and becoming a key figure for the 
London club. Voicing his appreciation 
of the French attacking midfielder, 
Hammers coach Slaven Bilic said: 
“He’s a brilliant player 
more to his game than goals. He’s also 
excellent at keeping the ball and 
bringing the best out of others.” One 
man who agrees with that view is 
France coach Didier Deschamps, who 
handed the West Ham man a starting 
place on the Bleus’ left flank
goals and assists, Payet played a 
compelling part in France’s run to the 
UEFA EURO 2016 final.
 

 Paul POGBA 
Everything seems almost too easy for 
Paul Pogba. Blessed with a talent that 
shines every time he touches the ball, 
the Hyundai Young Playe
FIFA World Cup Brazil™ cruises 
through midfield with a remarkable 
technique and eye
athleticism. His ability to dribble in 
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Paul Pogba. Blessed with a talent that 
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tight spaces, win challenges and serve 
up moments of inspiration at crucial 
times helped Juventus clinch the 
Italian Serie A title last season, with 
Pogba contributing eight goals and 12 
assists. Less than two months later, the 
Frenchman was involved in the host 
nation's run to the UEFA EURO 2016 
final before returning to Manchester 
United, amid much fanfare.
 

 Sergio RAMOS 
Despite being a long
defensive stalwart for Real Madrid and 
the Spanish national team, Sergio 
Ramos's most memorable 
contributions in 2016 were at the other 
end of the pitch. Most notably, he 
scored his side's only goal in the UEFA 
Champions League final against 
Atletico Madrid in a match that 
Zinedine Zidane's team would end up 
winning on penalties. Sadly for Spain, 
these exploits were not replicated at 
the international level, with Ramos 
powerless to prevent La Roja
knocked out in the Round of 16 at 
UEFA EURO 2016. 
 

 Alexis SANCHEZ 
Alexis Sanchez enjoyed a superb 2016 
for both club and country. The Chilean 
forward contributed 13 goals, as 
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Alexis Sanchez enjoyed a superb 2016 
for both club and country. The Chilean 
forward contributed 13 goals, as 

Arsenal clinched second place in the 
English Premier League, while he also 
chipped in with three goals and an 
impressive five assists, as the Gunners 
made the last 16 of the UEFA 
Champions League. He also delivered 
when it mattered most for Chile, 
scoring three goals and providing two 
assists to help them lift the Copa 
America Centenario, in whi
named player of the tournament.
 

 Luis SUAREZ 
Luis Suarez ended 2015 on a high by 
helping Barcelona to victory at the 
FIFA Club World Cup in Japan, the 
Uruguayan finished as top scorer in 
the tournament to claim the adidas 
Golden Ball. He continue
vein in 2016, making a major 
contribution to Barcelona’s second 
Spanish league title win since he joined 
the club. Suarez struck a career
40 goals in the campaign, finishing the 
season as the highest scorer in both 
Spain and Europe and c
continent’s Golden Shoe as a result. 
His tally of 16 assists was also one of 
the highest in La Liga, while winner’s 
medals also came his way in the Copa 
del Rey and the Spanish Super Cup. 
Though injury forced him to sit out the 
Copa America 
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season as the highest scorer in both 
Spain and Europe and collecting the 
continent’s Golden Shoe as a result. 
His tally of 16 assists was also one of 
the highest in La Liga, while winner’s 
medals also came his way in the Copa 
del Rey and the Spanish Super Cup. 
Though injury forced him to sit out the 
Copa America 



 
Centenario, ElPistolero has been 
proving his worth again 
to La Celeste in the preliminaries for 
the 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia™, 
where they currently occupy one of the 
direct qualification slots. 
 

 Jamie VARDY 
An integral part of Leicester City’s 
remarkable English Premier League
winning team, Jamie Vardy’s 24 league 
goals helped the Foxes claim their 
first-ever top-flight title. The 
Englishman was lethal in front of goal 
throughout his side’s incredible 
campaign, scoring in 11 consecutive 
league matches to break Dutchman 
Ruud van Nistelrooy’s previous record 
of finding the net in 10 straight 
Premier League games. A non
player not so long ago, Vardy added to 
a memorable 2016 by bagging his first 
international goal – an equaliser 
against world champions Germany, 
where England would go on to secure a 
3-2 victory in Berlin. 

THE BEST WOMEN’S 
PLAYER 2016 

 Camille ABILY 
Even by her own consistently excellent 
standards, Camille Abily had an 
exceptional 2015/16 seas
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winning team, Jamie Vardy’s 24 league 
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throughout his side’s incredible 

n, scoring in 11 consecutive 
league matches to break Dutchman 
Ruud van Nistelrooy’s previous record 
of finding the net in 10 straight 
Premier League games. A non-league 
player not so long ago, Vardy added to 
a memorable 2016 by bagging his first 

an equaliser 
against world champions Germany, 
where England would go on to secure a 

THE BEST WOMEN’S 

Even by her own consistently excellent 
standards, Camille Abily had an 
exceptional 2015/16 season. A 

permanent fixture in the Lyon engine 
room, the midfield linchpin won her 
11th French league title, of which nine 
have come with L'OL, as well as a sixth 
Coupe de France with the club. The 
undoubted highlight, though, was 
being crowned a European cham
at club level for the third time, 
courtesy of a nail-biting 4
shoot-out victory over Wolfsburg (1
aet). In individual terms, meanwhile, 
she finished the campaign as the 
leading goal provider in the French top 
flight, with 13 assists, and w
in the UEFA Women's Champions 
League squad of the season. The icing 
on the cake of a vintage year would 
have been a medal with France at the 
Women's Olympic Football 
Tournament Rio 2016, but
Bleues were beaten 1-
finals by Canada. 
 

 Melanie BEHRINGER
It is often said that it is best to 'quit 
while you are ahead' –
better way to bow out than with an 
Olympic triumph? In August Melanie 
Behringer crowned her glittering 
international career by winning gold 
with Germany, hanging up her boots
shortly afterwards with 123 caps to her 
name. As the tournament’s leading 
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Melanie BEHRINGER 
It is often said that it is best to 'quit 

– and is there any 
better way to bow out than with an 
Olympic triumph? In August Melanie 
Behringer crowned her glittering 
international career by winning gold 
with Germany, hanging up her boots 
shortly afterwards with 123 caps to her 
name. As the tournament’s leading 



 
goalscorer with five goals, the Lorrach
born midfielder was vital in enabling 
her country to climb to the top step of 
the podium for the first time. 
Behringer started all six matche
scored the opening goal in three 
successive games, with her strikes 
proving particularly decisive in 
Germany’s quarter-final and semi
wins against China PR and Canada 
respectively. The 2007 world 
champion can also reflect on a 
successful year at club level, where she 
once again made a crucial contribution 
to seal the German championship with 
Bayern Munich for the second year in a 
row. 
 

 Sara DAEBRITZ 
Sara Dabritz can already boast an 
impressive collection of winner’s 
medals at the tender age of 2
became European champion with 
Germany in 2013 and won the FIFA U
20 Women’s World Cup in Canada a 
year later before collecting gold in the 
Women’s Olympic Football 
Tournament Rio 2016. The fleet
midfielder with a keen eye for goal has 
also enjoyed significant success with 
her club by winning the league with 
Bayern Munich. As well as posing a 
major threat to any opposition 
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Sara Dabritz can already boast an 
impressive collection of winner’s 
medals at the tender age of 21. She 
became European champion with 
Germany in 2013 and won the FIFA U-
20 Women’s World Cup in Canada a 
year later before collecting gold in the 
Women’s Olympic Football 
Tournament Rio 2016. The fleet-footed 
midfielder with a keen eye for goal has 

joyed significant success with 
her club by winning the league with 
Bayern Munich. As well as posing a 
major threat to any opposition 

defence, Dabritz is renowned for her 
versatility and ball skills. She 
frequently provides a significant boost 
in midfield to help smooth her team’s 
path to success. 
  

 Amandine HENRY 
Amandine Henry overcame some 
fitness issues to once again prove a key 
player for Lyon, with whom she 
enjoyed another superb year and won 
the treble. As well as securing a ninth 
successive league ti
consecutive Coupe de France crown, 
Henry collected her third UEFA 
Women's Champions League winner's 
medal following a gruelling final in 
which the French outfit overcame 
Wolfsburg 4-3 on penalties, with the 
teams having been locked at 1
120 minutes. It was on this triumphant 
note that the defensive midfielder 
bade L'OL farewell and decided to try 
her luck in the United States, although 
her maiden campaign with Portland 
Thorns ended in disappointment after 
a National Women's Soccer Le
(NWSL) Playoffs semi
Western New York Flash. She also 
featured in the Women's Olympic 
Football Tournament Rio 2016, where 
France bowed out at the quarter
stage after a 1-0 defeat to Canada.
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Amandine Henry overcame some 
fitness issues to once again prove a key 
player for Lyon, with whom she 
enjoyed another superb year and won 
the treble. As well as securing a ninth 
successive league title and a fifth 
consecutive Coupe de France crown, 
Henry collected her third UEFA 
Women's Champions League winner's 
medal following a gruelling final in 
which the French outfit overcame 

3 on penalties, with the 
teams having been locked at 1-1 after 
120 minutes. It was on this triumphant 
note that the defensive midfielder 

farewell and decided to try 
her luck in the United States, although 
her maiden campaign with Portland 
Thorns ended in disappointment after 
a National Women's Soccer League 
(NWSL) Playoffs semi-final loss to 
Western New York Flash. She also 
featured in the Women's Olympic 
Football Tournament Rio 2016, where 
France bowed out at the quarter-final 

0 defeat to Canada. 



 
 

 Saki KUMAGAI 
Few players enjoyed as memo
year at club level as Saki Kumagai. A 
cultured and technically gifted central 
defender, Kumagai was a key figure as 
French club Lyon enjoyed an 
impressive campaign even by their 
own lofty standards. Kumagai collected 
a domestic league and a cup dou
but the crowning glory was a UEFA 
Women’s Champions League win, 
where the Japanese played a pivotal 
role. Kumagai not only displayed her 
versatility in a midfield role to be 
named player of the match, but coolly 
stroked home the winning penalty, just 
as she did when the Nadeshiko
unexpected FIFA Women’s World Cup 
glory in 2011. 
 

 Carli LLOYD 
From an individual perspective, 
consistency has been the name of the 
game for 2015 FIFA Women’s World 
Player of the Year Carli Lloyd. The 
Stars and Stripes co
goalscoring rate has not dropped. 
However, from a collective point of 
view, 2016 was a rather forgettable 
year for the USA, as they failed to 
finish on the podium at a Women's 
Olympic Football Tournament for the 
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From an individual perspective, 
consistency has been the name of the 
game for 2015 FIFA Women’s World 
Player of the Year Carli Lloyd. The 
Stars and Stripes co-captain’s 
goalscoring rate has not dropped. 
However, from a collective point of 

rather forgettable 
year for the USA, as they failed to 
finish on the podium at a Women's 
Olympic Football Tournament for the 

first time in history. After they lost to 
Sweden on penalties in the quarter
finals at Rio 2016, Lloyd’s unwavering 
professionalism and eye on the future 
showed through in her post
quotes: “We can learn from this 
moment. It will make us hungrier, 
make us dig deeper and you best 
believe in 2019, we're going to win a 
World Cup.” In the next World Cup 
cycle, Lloyd will be tasked wi
USA’s new generation to more glory 
and adding to the nation’s legacy.
 

 Dzsenifer MAROZSAN
 
 
Dzsenifer Marozsan captivates crowds 
with her dynamic and energetic play 
and impresses with her intelligent and 
crisp passing. The sharpshooting 
Olympique Lyon midfield playmaker’s 
remarkable ball control enables her to 
react quickly to any situation, while 
she often decides games with a 
stunning moment of individual skill or 
well-placed shot. Nowhere was this 
more evident than in the final of the 
Women’s Olympic Football 
Tournament Rio 2016 between 
Germany and Sweden, where 
Marozsan was in top form during her 
country’s 2-1 win over the 
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Scandinavians. Less than two months 
after that triumph in Rio, Germany 
head coach Steffi Jones made 
Marozsan captain of the national team.
 

 MARTA 
Received wisdom states that reaching 
the top of the game is not the hard 
part; staying there is. Marta has done 
both. She has been among the 
candidates for the most prestigious 
award in women's football for 12 of the 
last 13 editions, and won the honour 
five times in a row, having 
progressively worked her way up from 
the bronze medal. Although it has not 
been a trophy-laden year for Marta, 
with Rosengard unable to add another 
Swedish league title to their collection, 
and the Brazilian national team losing 
the bronze medal match to Canada at 
the Women's Olympic Football 
Tournament Rio 2016, she is 
undoubtedly one of the most talented 
players in the world. The 30
striker, who had the honour of being 
one of the Olympic flag bear
Rio 2016 opening ceremony, continues 
to shine thanks to her shimmies, 
strength and character on the pitch. 
 

 Lotta SCHELIN 
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the top of the game is not the hard 
part; staying there is. Marta has done 
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award in women's football for 12 of the 

s, and won the honour 
five times in a row, having 
progressively worked her way up from 
the bronze medal. Although it has not 

laden year for Marta, 
with Rosengard unable to add another 

title to their collection, 
n national team losing 

the bronze medal match to Canada at 
the Women's Olympic Football 
Tournament Rio 2016, she is 
undoubtedly one of the most talented 
players in the world. The 30-year-old 
striker, who had the honour of being 
one of the Olympic flag bearers at the 
Rio 2016 opening ceremony, continues 
to shine thanks to her shimmies, 
strength and character on the pitch.  

Lotta Schelin has been one of women’s 
football’s foremost talents for over a 
decade and, at 32, she continues to 
excel. Indeed, 2016 was arguably the 
most successful year of the Sweden 
striker’s career, bringing as it did a 
treble with Lyon and the first m
final of her international career. It was 
Schelin who, having scored the 
Swedes’ consolation in a thumping 5
defeat to hosts Brazil at the Women’s 
Olympic Football Tournament, calmed 
her team-mates and led them through 
the knockout rounds 
champions USA and the Brazilians 
themselves. Schelin and her colleagues 
ultimately had to settle for silver, but 
this was not the case at club level, 
where she helped Lyon lift the UEFA 
Women's Champions League, French 
League and French Cup trophies.
 

 Christine SINCLAIR 
Canada’s all-time leading goalscorer, 
Christine Sinclair played a key role in 
helping the North American nation to 
a second consecutive bronze medal at 
the Women’s Olympic Football 
Tournament. Following on from the 
team’s achievements at
Canada’s inspirational captain led 
from the front at Rio 2016 with three 
goals in five appearances, including the 
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time leading goalscorer, 
Christine Sinclair played a key role in 
helping the North American nation to 
a second consecutive bronze medal at 
the Women’s Olympic Football 
Tournament. Following on from the 
team’s achievements at London 2012, 
Canada’s inspirational captain led 
from the front at Rio 2016 with three 
goals in five appearances, including the 



 
winner against hosts Brazil in the 
bronze medal match. It was the 165th 
goal in 250 international appearance 
for the 33-year-old. In scoring ten 
goals in 22 appearances this past year, 
Sinclair also helped Canada finish 
second at the Natal 2015 Four Nations 
Tournament in Brazil and second at 
the CONCACAF Women's Olympic 
Qualifying Championship, which 
secured their spot at Rio 2016.
helped Canada win their first Algarve 
Cup title in Portugal last March.
 
Fans will also have an opportunity to 
have their say when voting opens for 
the FIFA Puskás Award and FIFA Fan 
Award soon. Stay tuned to FIFA.com, 
Facebook and Twitter for mo
information on these - and indeed all 
of - The Best FIFA Football Awards.
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goals in 22 appearances this past year, 
Sinclair also helped Canada finish 
second at the Natal 2015 Four Nations 
Tournament in Brazil and second at 
the CONCACAF Women's Olympic 
Qualifying Championship, which 
secured their spot at Rio 2016. She also 
helped Canada win their first Algarve 
Cup title in Portugal last March. 

Fans will also have an opportunity to 
have their say when voting opens for 
the FIFA Puskás Award and FIFA Fan 
Award soon. Stay tuned to FIFA.com, 
Facebook and Twitter for more 

and indeed all 
The Best FIFA Football Awards. 
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#9 NATIONAL CODE AGAINST AGE 

FRAUD IN SPORTS
 

National Code Against Age Fraud 
Sports (NCAAFS), like competition 
rules, form part of sports rules 
governing the conditions under which 
sport is played. Athletes and athlete 
support personnel have to accept these 
rules as a necessary pre-requisite for 
participation in any sporting eve
NCAAFS will not be subject to or 
limited by the requirements and legal 
standards applicable to criminal 
proceedings or employment matters. 
The policies and minimum standards 
set forth in the Code will be applicable 
to all sports 
federations/associations/bodies. 

 

NATIONAL CODE AGAINST AGE 
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National Code Against Age Fraud in 
Sports (NCAAFS), like competition 
rules, form part of sports rules 
governing the conditions under which 
sport is played. Athletes and athlete 
support personnel have to accept these 

requisite for 
participation in any sporting event. 
NCAAFS will not be subject to or 
limited by the requirements and legal 
standards applicable to criminal 
proceedings or employment matters. 
The policies and minimum standards 
set forth in the Code will be applicable 
to all sports 

s/bodies. 

Compliance with the code will become 
part of the eligibility criteria for 
recognition of National Sports 
Federation under Scheme of 
Assistance to National Sports 
Federation and non-
the code will attract suspension/de
recognition clause in respect of 
recognition of NSFs. 
 
RATIONALE FOR THE CODE
NCAAFS seeks to preserve the core 
values of sports which are honesty, fair 
play and team spirit. The Athletes who 
indulge in age fraud in sports not only 
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values of sports which are honesty, fair 
play and team spirit. The Athletes who 
indulge in age fraud in sports not only 



 
violate these core values, but also 
genuine athletes in a disadvantageous 
position. Moreover, it also results in 
sub-optimal level of performance of 
athletes committing such fraud, as 
they end up competing with their 
juniors and not their own age group.
Primarily following agencies are 
involved in the promotion of sports in 
the country:- 

 Recognized National Sports 
Federations. 

 Sports Authority of India 
through various sports 
promotion schemes of SAI

 Sports Control Boards managed 
by Government Departments 
and Public Sector Undertakings

 State Governments & Union 
Territories and their Sports 
Authorities. 

Recognized National Sports 
Federations : All recognized National 
Sports Federations shall accept this 
Code and incorporate it either directly 
or by reference to it in their governing 
documents, constitution and/or 
competition rules and thus adopt it as 
part of the rules governing sports and 
the rights and obligations of those 
participating in it. As a pre
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Sports Authority of India 
through various sports 
promotion schemes of SAI 
Sports Control Boards managed 
by Government Departments 
and Public Sector Undertakings 
State Governments & Union 
Territories and their Sports 

Recognized National Sports 
Federations : All recognized National 
Sports Federations shall accept this 
Code and incorporate it either directly 
or by reference to it in their governing 

ents, constitution and/or 
competition rules and thus adopt it as 
part of the rules governing sports and 
the rights and obligations of those 
participating in it. As a pre-condition 

of receiving financial and/or other 
assistance from Government of India, 
National Sports Federations shall 
accept and abide by the letter and 
spirit of the Code, including imposition 
of penalties against the erring athletes.

 Sports Authority of India : The 
Sports Authority of India shall 
implement this Code for its 
various Sports 
Schemes for various age groups 
and for holding the National 
Coaching Camps.

 Sports Control Boards managed 
by Government and Public 
Sector Undertakings; and State 
Governments & Union 
Territories & their Sports 
Authorities 

 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
CODE 
Sports Authority of India, at the time 
of admitting an athlete into its Sports 
Promotion Schemes and National 
Sports Federations at the time of 
registering or allowing a new athlete to 
participate in an event, will get all the 
players in age level com
medically examined and as per medical 
report will issue an Identity Card to the 
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report will issue an Identity Card to the 



 
athletes. All the existing athletes who 
are playing in age level competitions 
either with SAI or NSF, as the case 
may be, will also be subjected to 
medical examination and will also be 
issued Identity card. If any existing 
athletes is found over-age even after 
going through the appeal process be 
subjected to performance review 
before re-adjusting in the appropriate 
age-group as part of the normal 
weeding out process. The Code is 
operative from 1st April, 2010
 
PROCEDURE FOR MEDICAL 
EXAMINATION 
Medical and Scientific Testing 
Parameters: The medical and Scientific 
Testing parameters on which the 
medical examination is to be 
conducted is placed at Annexure
Sports Authority of India shall notify a 
panel of doctors and hospitals, 
preferably government hospital, 
state/region-wise comprising of dental 
surgeon, radiologist and physician 
(male and female). The panel will be 
notified annually in the month of 
December. Physical examination of 
female athletes should be done by 
female doctors only. The list notified 
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PROCEDURE FOR MEDICAL 

Medical and Scientific Testing 
Parameters: The medical and Scientific 
Testing parameters on which the 
medical examination is to be 
conducted is placed at Annexure-II. 

rity of India shall notify a 
panel of doctors and hospitals, 
preferably government hospital, 

wise comprising of dental 
surgeon, radiologist and physician 
(male and female). The panel will be 
notified annually in the month of 

examination of 
female athletes should be done by 
female doctors only. The list notified 

by SAI will be applicable to NSFs as 
well. 
SAI shall also notify the list of 
appellate panels and hospitals, which 
shall necessarily be Government 
hospitals. The medic
also have dental surgeon, radiologist 
and physician (a female doctor in case 
of female athlete) and any other 
medical personnel as deemed 
necessary by Civil Surgeon. The list of 
appellant panels and hospitals notified 
by SAI shall be applic
well. The cost for medical 
examinations conducted by SAI and 
NSFs shall be reimbursed by the 
Government. 
 
PURPOSE/USAGE AND 
VALIDITY OF THE IDENTITY 
CARD 
Purpose/Usage of the Identity Card is 
exclusively to serve as proof of age for 
participation & training in age 
restricted events. The Identity Card 
will not serve as a proof of age for any 
other purpose. The Identity Card 
issued once will be valid for entire 
sports career of the athlete. Issuance of 
duplicate card in the event of 
loss/damage may be allowed on 
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payment of nominal cost by the 
Athlete. 
 
MANAGEMENT OF I
ISSUED AND MEDICAL 
EXAMINATION 
National Sports Federations/Sports 
Authority of India/Sports Control 
Boards/State Government/State 
Sports Authorities shall maintain an 
exhaustive and diligent record of age, 
along with proof of the age of athletes 
who have been issued Identity Cards. 
Half yearly report shall be submitted 
by SAI and NSFs on the number of 
athletes found overage.

 

payment of nominal cost by the 

MANAGEMENT OF I-CARD 
ISSUED AND MEDICAL 

National Sports Federations/Sports 
Authority of India/Sports Control 
Boards/State Government/State 

s Authorities shall maintain an 
exhaustive and diligent record of age, 
along with proof of the age of athletes 
who have been issued Identity Cards. 
Half yearly report shall be submitted 
by SAI and NSFs on the number of 
athletes found overage.
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#10 TESTIMONI

REMINISCING CHILDHOOD DAYS

Saurav Ganguly is my favorite cricketer. I am one of his ardent fans due to his 
captaincy skills. The way he had leaded his team into the 2003 world cup finals was 
remarkable. I still have the faded memory of 2002 Natwest series in which he took 
off his jersey after winning the crucial final in a dramatic way. His Farwell match was 
very emotional when Dhoni made him the captain for last overs. 
 
 

 RUDRAKSHA KUMAR
As a student of class 6 who like football Lionel Messi  is a inspiration for me  and I 
know that he will be of many people. I saw him in many times playing football. He is 
a very attractive professional football. He is truly a miracle from god. I'm a follo
of him. In these days when he has taken retirement in age of 29 from football, I think 
that he has done this too early. He is the best footballer in my view and will be the 
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remarkable. I still have the faded memory of 2002 Natwest series in which he took 
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As a student of class 6 who like football Lionel Messi  is a inspiration for me  and I 
know that he will be of many people. I saw him in many times playing football. He is 
a very attractive professional football. He is truly a miracle from god. I'm a follower 
of him. In these days when he has taken retirement in age of 29 from football, I think 
that he has done this too early. He is the best footballer in my view and will be the 



 
best. May be his retirement was due to some other political reasons but I reall
him to come and play football. Come back Messi we are with you.
 

 AMEY PANDEY
If cricket is the game of gentlemen, Sangakkara is one of the best gentlemen. I 
admire him not only for his batting but also for his role behind the wicket. I also 
admire him for his captaincy where he led his team just not by his ability to lead but 
through his performance. When we talk of cricket he has been the synonym of 
consistency. It is a rare combination where we see a wicket keeper batsman with such 
excellent skill of leadership. Watching Sangakkara and Mahela Jayavardhane playing 
together is treat for eyes where they played magnificently and won matches for their 
team. He was surely a better test player but his performance in other formats of 
cricket is no less. I miss watching his pleasing shots and his skilful keeping behind 
the wickets.   
 

 SHIWANGI
Everyone has different events that are memorable and influential during our 
childhood.I have many experiences from my childhood that are unforgettable. I wa
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SHIWANGI  RANJAN 
Everyone has different events that are memorable and influential during our 
childhood.I have many experiences from my childhood that are unforgettable. I wa
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If cricket is the game of gentlemen, Sangakkara is one of the best gentlemen. I 
admire him not only for his batting but also for his role behind the wicket. I also 

him for his captaincy where he led his team just not by his ability to lead but 
through his performance. When we talk of cricket he has been the synonym of 
consistency. It is a rare combination where we see a wicket keeper batsman with such 
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team. He was surely a better test player but his performance in other formats of 
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Everyone has different events that are memorable and influential during our 
childhood.I have many experiences from my childhood that are unforgettable. I was 



 
born in Purnea, Bihar. I spent my early childhood there playing outdoor games, 
riding my bicycle and having fun with friends. When I was in school, I got interested 
in yoga. My sports teacher helped me in learning asanas and I started practicing 
every morning.  When I was in fifth standard a yoga competition held in our school 
and as a result I got silver medal. It was my first medal in yoga. My family 
appreciated my performance.Yoga increased my flexibility, muscle strength, 
improved my energy and vitali
person too. 
 
 

HIMANSHU SINGH
There are matches and then there is India Vs Pakistan. It was 2004 and India was 
playing a bilateral series in Pakistan. It was called Samsung Cup. This series was one 
historical series because it was the first time in history when India defeated Pakistan 
in an ODI series on pakistani soil. And every single moment from that series is still 
very vivid in my mind. When this series happened I was hardly 8 or 9 and by that 
time I had started loving cricket, worshipping Sachin but still it was hard for me to 
fathom why there is so much hue and cry for an India vs Pakistan match. But after 
this series everything was pretty much sorted out for me. I started believing that 
these 11 men are the real heroes for me. Irfan Pathan, Virender Sehwag, Ganguly, 
Sachin, Yuvraj, Kaif, Dravid, even Ramesh Powar became the country's favorite after 
this series but the player I loved the most in that series was Lakshmipati Balaji. The 
man who became popular not only in India but in Pakistan also and who could forget 
the times when the Pakistani fans sung "Balaji, Zara Dheere Chalo" for him. I still 
very well remember the last ball of that series on which Moin Khan was clean bowled 
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by this Smiling Assassin. Balaji bowled several batsmen out in that series and that is 
what made him immensely popular among his fans and I'm one of them. He didn't 
play much for India because of injuries but still he was one of the best fast bowlers 
who ever played for India. 
Balaji announced his retirement some months ago and I strongly feel that this 
unsung hero of Indian cricket team needs to be celebrated. We all miss your smile, 
Balaji. Respect. 
 

Since my childhood, I admire Viru for his unforgettable fi
and from that century he became “Multan of Sultan”. The way he began the match as 
an opener his style of batting made me crazy. Shehwag was hitting sixes all over the 
place in the Multan Test and when Sachin asked him to calm d
more sixes until he reached 295.He asked Sachin if he could hit one then. And 
without fear of not making to his 300, he stepped out and wiped out of the ground. 
He never bothered with anything else, he just went out there and played with 
heart. 
 

 

sin. Balaji bowled several batsmen out in that series and that is 
what made him immensely popular among his fans and I'm one of them. He didn't 
play much for India because of injuries but still he was one of the best fast bowlers 

 
Balaji announced his retirement some months ago and I strongly feel that this 
unsung hero of Indian cricket team needs to be celebrated. We all miss your smile, 

 PRIYANKA KUMARI 
Since my childhood, I admire Viru for his unforgettable first triple-century in Multan 
and from that century he became “Multan of Sultan”. The way he began the match as 
an opener his style of batting made me crazy. Shehwag was hitting sixes all over the 
place in the Multan Test and when Sachin asked him to calm down and he hit no 
more sixes until he reached 295.He asked Sachin if he could hit one then. And 
without fear of not making to his 300, he stepped out and wiped out of the ground. 
He never bothered with anything else, he just went out there and played with 
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Through this I want to wish my absolute Favorite, Brett lee, the Un Indian who I love 
and fantasises since 8th std, the happiest Birthday as he turned 40 this year on 8th 
November. Happy Birthday Binga !!!You're the foremost reason 
cricket, the best person on and off field, the aggression when you play reflects your 
passion, the sportsmanship you exhibit after the game reflects your amazing attitude, 
a wonderful musician, a terrific player who contributes his all t
still remember the day when you were playing against Sachin in Commonwealth 
series in 2008 you were the fastest and among the best at your time, you could have 
sledged him out of anger or frustration but you never did. You saw him h
straight drives in an over once and the expression on your face told me you are 
impressed more than anything else. You bowled once an ugly over the waist full toss 
to him and went straight away to apologize. You and he never had any ugly excha
of words. 
That tells so much about you as a sportsperson who plays in the spirit of the game. 
You have a number of fans out here in India because of this reason. You will always 
remain my first celebrity crush and the best sportsman ever who has set an
that Cricket is a gentleman’s game.
#loveyouBinga #foreverBinga #Happiestb’dayever
 

 

 NIDHI RAI 
Through this I want to wish my absolute Favorite, Brett lee, the Un Indian who I love 
and fantasises since 8th std, the happiest Birthday as he turned 40 this year on 8th 
November. Happy Birthday Binga !!!You're the foremost reason I started watching 
cricket, the best person on and off field, the aggression when you play reflects your 
passion, the sportsmanship you exhibit after the game reflects your amazing attitude, 
a wonderful musician, a terrific player who contributes his all to any team he plays.  I 
still remember the day when you were playing against Sachin in Commonwealth 
series in 2008 you were the fastest and among the best at your time, you could have 
sledged him out of anger or frustration but you never did. You saw him h
straight drives in an over once and the expression on your face told me you are 
impressed more than anything else. You bowled once an ugly over the waist full toss 
to him and went straight away to apologize. You and he never had any ugly excha

That tells so much about you as a sportsperson who plays in the spirit of the game. 
You have a number of fans out here in India because of this reason. You will always 
remain my first celebrity crush and the best sportsman ever who has set an
that Cricket is a gentleman’s game. 
#loveyouBinga #foreverBinga #Happiestb’dayever 
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remain my first celebrity crush and the best sportsman ever who has set an example 



 

I have always been fond of this man, his gestures, his game and that gentleman is 
none other than- Rahul Dravid 'The Wall' . Yes, They rightly call it
game'. As a child, I was very much smitten by the gestures of this young man back 
then. However, after I started to understand the game, which was in the second half 
of 1990's he became all the more favourite. Which was mostly after he mad
international debut in the late 1990's. Despite being one of the three top scorers for 
quite some time, India had to face several defeats which eventually led to Dravid 
being dropped out of quite a few matches. As a fan and an admirer it was 
disheartening to hear criticisms about him mostly due to him not being able to adjust 
his style of play to the needs of ODI cricket, his inability to rotate strike and play big 
strokes thereby putting pressure on fellow batsman. Fortunately, that changed in the 
year 1999, when Dravid worked hard to change his game by working on his weak 
points; by increasing his range of strokes and adjusting his batting style to suit the 
requirements of ODI cricket. Definitely, there's been a lot of highs and lows but then 
that's the special thing about journey! Your journey is what inspires others. And the 
hard work helps you grow. Which is absolutely true in his case, Dravid, today is 
known for his batting techniques and had been one of the best batsmen for the 
Indian Cricket team. He's somebody to be called a defensive batsman in the 
beginning who should be restricted to playing only test cricket and somebody who 
was dropped from the ODI squad due to low strike rate. However, after the change in 
his game, he was consistently scor
the year Award. His nickname of 'The Wall' in Reebok advertisements is now used as 
his nickname. Also, Dravid is the current world record holder for the highest 
percentage of runs scored in matches won un
has won more than 20 tests. In 2004, David was awarded Padma Shri award by the 
government of India and in the same year he was awarded the inaugural player of the 

 

 NEHA SINGH 
I have always been fond of this man, his gestures, his game and that gentleman is 

Rahul Dravid 'The Wall' . Yes, They rightly call it
game'. As a child, I was very much smitten by the gestures of this young man back 
then. However, after I started to understand the game, which was in the second half 
of 1990's he became all the more favourite. Which was mostly after he mad
international debut in the late 1990's. Despite being one of the three top scorers for 
quite some time, India had to face several defeats which eventually led to Dravid 
being dropped out of quite a few matches. As a fan and an admirer it was 

ening to hear criticisms about him mostly due to him not being able to adjust 
his style of play to the needs of ODI cricket, his inability to rotate strike and play big 
strokes thereby putting pressure on fellow batsman. Fortunately, that changed in the 

ar 1999, when Dravid worked hard to change his game by working on his weak 
points; by increasing his range of strokes and adjusting his batting style to suit the 
requirements of ODI cricket. Definitely, there's been a lot of highs and lows but then 

the special thing about journey! Your journey is what inspires others. And the 
hard work helps you grow. Which is absolutely true in his case, Dravid, today is 
known for his batting techniques and had been one of the best batsmen for the 

m. He's somebody to be called a defensive batsman in the 
beginning who should be restricted to playing only test cricket and somebody who 
was dropped from the ODI squad due to low strike rate. However, after the change in 
his game, he was consistently scoring runs in ODIs as well, earning the ICC Player of 
the year Award. His nickname of 'The Wall' in Reebok advertisements is now used as 
his nickname. Also, Dravid is the current world record holder for the highest 
percentage of runs scored in matches won under a single captain, where the captain 
has won more than 20 tests. In 2004, David was awarded Padma Shri award by the 
government of India and in the same year he was awarded the inaugural player of the 
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year award and the Test player of the year award by t
Council. In the 2012, he was awarded GQ Men of the year.
 

I had no interest in football until I saw Messi playing for the first time for his club 
FCB.A unique excitement flown inside my body. I was stunned and amazed both
the same time after seeing his techniques with the ball. After then, I started following 
him and his team matches and gradually I made football my passion and became a 
huge fan of Lionel Messi. I have a dream to meet him and see him playing live.
 

India is my country and all sports are my brothers and sisters but my teacher 
remains one- Cricket. I am a cricket aficionado. Being a law student it’s difficult to fix 
a nexus between my profession and cricket. But whatsoever I am able to 
speak in english is because of Cricket and its voice
Cricket, being a game of gentlemen needs some players outside the field as well. He 
taught me to look at the simplicity of Sachin, patience of Dravid, intelligenc

 

year award and the Test player of the year award by the International Cricket 
Council. In the 2012, he was awarded GQ Men of the year. 

 RAJDEEP 
I had no interest in football until I saw Messi playing for the first time for his club 
FCB.A unique excitement flown inside my body. I was stunned and amazed both
the same time after seeing his techniques with the ball. After then, I started following 
him and his team matches and gradually I made football my passion and became a 
huge fan of Lionel Messi. I have a dream to meet him and see him playing live.

  SHAURYA KRISHNA 
India is my country and all sports are my brothers and sisters but my teacher 

Cricket. I am a cricket aficionado. Being a law student it’s difficult to fix 
a nexus between my profession and cricket. But whatsoever I am able to 
speak in english is because of Cricket and its voice- Harsha Bhogle. He proved that 
Cricket, being a game of gentlemen needs some players outside the field as well. He 
taught me to look at the simplicity of Sachin, patience of Dravid, intelligenc
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FCB.A unique excitement flown inside my body. I was stunned and amazed both at 
the same time after seeing his techniques with the ball. After then, I started following 
him and his team matches and gradually I made football my passion and became a 
huge fan of Lionel Messi. I have a dream to meet him and see him playing live. 

India is my country and all sports are my brothers and sisters but my teacher 
Cricket. I am a cricket aficionado. Being a law student it’s difficult to fix 

a nexus between my profession and cricket. But whatsoever I am able to write and 
Harsha Bhogle. He proved that 

Cricket, being a game of gentlemen needs some players outside the field as well. He 
taught me to look at the simplicity of Sachin, patience of Dravid, intelligence of 



 
Dhoni and many more alike. I bow infront of such a huge epitome of Cricket 
Commentary, Mr. Harsha Bhogle. May you live long, serve long!
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dhoni and many more alike. I bow infront of such a huge epitome of Cricket 
Commentary, Mr. Harsha Bhogle. May you live long, serve long! 

P a g e  | 93 

Dhoni and many more alike. I bow infront of such a huge epitome of Cricket 



 
# 11 NEXT FOUR

SOLIDARITY PLAN: IOC
APPROVES HALF A BILL
DOLLARS FOR SPORT AN

              

The Executive Board of the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) approved the Olympic Solidarity 
2017-2020 Quadrennial Plan during a 
meeting in Lausanne. 16 per cent 
increase in funds for 2017
“quadrennial plan” will see refugee 
athletes and NOCs in greatest need 
benefiting from new sport 
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ATHLETES 
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The Executive Board of the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) approved the Olympic Solidarity 

20 Quadrennial Plan during a 
meeting in Lausanne. 16 per cent 
increase in funds for 2017-2020 
“quadrennial plan” will see refugee 
athletes and NOCs in greatest need 
benefiting from new sport 

development programmes
Olympic Solidarity development and 
assistance budget approved today 
amounts to USD 509,285,000 and 
corresponds to the share of the 
broadcast rights from the Olympic 
Games (Rio 2016 and Pyeong Chang 
2018) which will be distributed to the 
National Olympic Committees (NOCs). 
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Olympic Solidarity development and 
assistance budget approved today 
amounts to USD 509,285,000 and 
corresponds to the share of the 
broadcast rights from the Olympic 
Games (Rio 2016 and Pyeong Chang 
2018) which will be distributed to the 
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This represents an increase of 16 per 
cent in comparison with the 2013
Quadrennial Plan, whose budget 
amounted to USD 439,870,000.
This increase shows that the athletes 
remain at the heart of all our activity.
The huge worldwide success of the 
Olympic Games Rio 2016 also means 
that the Olympic Movement continues 
to enjoy a sound financial situation. 
This enables us to distribute more than 
half a billion dollars over the next four 
years to the National Olympic 
Committees. The aim o
Solidarity is to organise assistance for 
all the NOCs, particularly those with 
the greatest needs, through a variety of 
world and continental programmes 
prioritising athlete development, 
training of coaches and sports 
administrators, and promotin
Olympic values. 

Olympic Solidarity will propose 21 
programmes to NOCs across the world 
with a high focus on athlete 
development and education. The 2017
2020 Quadrennial Plan proposes two 
new programmes: 

 Refugee Athlete Support:
on the experience of the Olympic 

 

This represents an increase of 16 per 
cent in comparison with the 2013-2016 
Quadrennial Plan, whose budget 
amounted to USD 439,870,000. 
This increase shows that the athletes 
remain at the heart of all our activity.  

success of the 
Olympic Games Rio 2016 also means 
that the Olympic Movement continues 
to enjoy a sound financial situation. 
This enables us to distribute more than 
half a billion dollars over the next four 
years to the National Olympic 
Committees. The aim of Olympic 
Solidarity is to organise assistance for 
all the NOCs, particularly those with 
the greatest needs, through a variety of 
world and continental programmes 
prioritising athlete development, 
training of coaches and sports 
administrators, and promoting the 

Olympic Solidarity will propose 21 
programmes to NOCs across the world 
with a high focus on athlete 
development and education. The 2017-
2020 Quadrennial Plan proposes two 

Refugee Athlete Support: building 
on the experience of the Olympic 

Games Rio 2016, where a Refugee 
Olympic Team competed for the first 
time, it was decided to create a 
dedicated programme that would 
provide NOCs with the opportunity to 
identify and support a small number of 
refugee athletes living in their 
countries to prepare and participate in 
international competitions.

 Athletes’ Career Transition:
aim of this programme is to offer 
NOCs assistance to support athletes at 
various stages of their career through 
financial and supportive measures 
with a view to enjoying a successful 
post-athletic career. NOCs will be 
offered financial support to fund 
various Athlete Career Programmes 
(ACPs) and encourage education for 
athletes. 

All of the Olympic Solidarity 
programmes have been de
take into account the 
recommendations of Olympic Agenda 
2020, the strategic roadmap for the 
future of the Olympic Movement and 
puts athletes at the heart of our activity 
as indicated by Pere Miró. This is also 
demonstrated by the initiative that 
consists of building bridges between 
NOCs. NOCs will be encouraged to 
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reach out to those with the greatest 
needs in order to see how they can 
provide them with assistance, either by 
offering training facilities to their 
athletes or by sharing working 
processes and experiences. 

Olympic Solidarity programmes have 
been extremely successful over the 
past four years and have significantly 
helped NOCs to secure the 
participation of their athletes at the 
Olympic Games thus strengthening the 
concept of universal participation. For 
example, 815 Olympic scholarship 
holders representing 171 NOCs and 22 
sports participated in the Olympic 
Games Rio 2016. They won a total of 
101 medals (33 gold, 26 silver and 42 
bronze), as well as 163 Olympic 
diplomas. This included two 
winning their first ever Olympic medal 
and two NOCs winning their first ever 
Olympic gold medal. Also in Rio, 20 
teams were supported through the 
Team Support Grant programme and 
won eight medals (4 gold, 2 silver and 
2 Bronze), as well as six Olympic
diplomas. 

Furthermore, Olympic Solidarity 
contributed significantly to the 
participation costs of all athletes and 
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officials at the Olympic Winter Games 
Sochi 2014 and the Olympic 
Games Rio 2016. Over the past four 
years coaches from 172 NOCs 
benefited from 988 technical courses 
run by experts appointed by the 
International Federations, and 641 
coaches received individual 
scholarships allowing them an 
opportunity to further their coaching 
skills and education. NOCs organised 
429 courses for sports administ
in their countries and 230 NOC 
officials and managers received a 
scholarship to pursue a masters in 
sports management. Through the five 
Olympic Values programmes, Olympic 
Solidarity reached 94 per cent of the 
NOCs by funding 715 Olympic Values 
projects. Olympic Day celebrations 
were subsidised for around 135 NOCs 
each year. 
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#12 NADO LEADERS PROPOSE 
SERIES OF REFORMS TO 

STRENGTHEN GLOBAL ANTI
DOPING EFFORTS : WADA 

The World Anti-Doping Agency 
(WADA) acknowledges the
anti-doping reform proposals
global leaders representing National 
Anti-Doping Organizations (NADOs) 
at a special summit hosted by NADA 
Deutschland in Bonn, Germany. The 
proposals, which were first presented 
during the special summit held in 
Copenhagen, in August, aim to ‘restore 
confidence of clean athletes and those 
who value the intergrity of sport’ by 
strengthening and further empowering 
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(WADA) acknowledges the reaffirmed 
doping reform proposals made by 

global leaders representing National 
Doping Organizations (NADOs) 

at a special summit hosted by NADA 
nn, Germany. The 

proposals, which were first presented 
the special summit held in 

Copenhagen, in August, aim to ‘restore 
confidence of clean athletes and those 
who value the intergrity of sport’ by 
strengthening and further empowering 

WADA as the independent global 
regulator of doping in sport.
WADA acknowledged the renewed 
proposals by the NADO leaders; and, 
would welcome meeting as they 
suggest to discuss them further. WADA 
has received a lot of valuable feedback 
on such key topics as: sanctions an
consequences for non
governance and funding; 
investigations; and testing. On 20 
September, WADA’s first multi
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proposals by the NADO leaders; and, 
would welcome meeting as they 
suggest to discuss them further. WADA 
has received a lot of valuable feedback 
on such key topics as: sanctions and 
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stakeholder Think Tank reached an 
eight-point consensus to the effect that 
WADA must be strengthened and 
empowered with greater inde
and sanctioning power. The consensus 
was endorsed by WADA’s
Committee the following day.
October, the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) convened 
an Olympic Summit; at which, 
participants proposed the sport 
movement’s recommendat
at protecting clean athletes.
WADA’s Foundation Board will 
consider the sport-
consensus reached at the Think Tank; 
the NADO proposals; the Olympic 
Summit recommendations; and, 
outcomes that stem from the 
Government Forum of 17
November and from other 
stakeholders. The Board will begin the 
process towards a ‘roadmap’, which 
will include further consultation, 
aimed at strengthening key areas of 
anti-doping; as well as, providing a 
direction for the future of the system.
The leaders of 17 National Anti
Organisations (NADOs) came together 
for a special summit in Copenhagen 
Denmark this week to discuss reforms 
that best serve the interests of clean 
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direction for the future of the system.  

rs of 17 National Anti-Doping 
Organisations (NADOs) came together 
for a special summit in Copenhagen 
Denmark this week to discuss reforms 
that best serve the interests of clean 

athletes and restore confidence in the 
integrity of anti-doping decisions in 
international sport. 
“As a dedicated group of NADO leaders 
from around the world, we recognise 
we are at a crossroads in the fight for 
clean sport,” said the leaders in a joint 
statement. “With the best interests of 
clean athletes at heart, we have come 
together to discuss reforms that we 
believe will better protect them, 
restore confidence in the global anti
doping effort that has been deeply 
damaged, and ensure that the 
disturbing events of recent years are 
not repeated.” 
Over the course of the two
hosted by Anti Doping Danmark 
(ADD), the NADO leaders discussed 
some of the most pressing issues facing 
the current anti-doping landscape, 
including debate over how best to 
improve the effectiveness of NADOs, 
the inappropriate involvement of sport 
leaders in critical anti
decisions and activities, the need for a 
strengthened WADA capable of 
ensuring a level playing field in 
countries with failing anti
structures, and long overdue reforms 
to ensure the current and future 
protection and suppo
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whistleblowers – including that of 
Yuliya and Vitaly Stepanov. 
Recognising WADA’s efforts and 
progress since its inception in 1999, 
NADO leaders made substantive 
recommendations meant to improve 
and strengthen WADA’s capabilities, 
including improved systems for Code 
compliance, the adoption of clear 
sanctions for large-scale subversions of 
the anti-doping system (e.g. state
supported doping in Russia) and 
increased capacity for WADA to 
investigate and impose proportionate 
sanctions for Code non-compl
The NADO group also proposed wide
ranging governance reforms for all 
anti-doping organisations, including 
WADA, in an attempt to better 
promote independence from sport. 
These reforms include a proposal that 
no decision-maker within an anti
doping organisation should hold a 
policy-making position within a sport 
or event organiser. While there was 
recognition of the value in maintaining 
close collaboration with sport 
especially in regard to anti
education, funding and intelligence 
sharing – the leaders brought forth an 
important proposal to separate 
investigatory, testing and results 
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management functions from sports 
organisations, in order to prevent the 
inherent conflict of interest that exists 
when a sports organisation is tasked 
with both promoting and policing 
itself. 
The leaders also expressed unequivocal 
support for the completion of the 
independent investigation into state
supported doping in Russia by Richard 
McLaren, as well as calls for a public 
commitment from the International 
Olympic Committee and Russia to 
assist in guaranteeing the safety, 
security and well-being of Yuliya and 
Vitaly Stepanov. 
The proposals were written and 
endorsed by anti-doping leaders from 
around the world, including Australia, 
Austria, Canada, Denmark, Finland
France, Germany, Ireland, Japan, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 
Sweden, Singapore, Switzerland, 
United Kingdom, United States as well 
as Institute of National Anti
Organizations (iNADO).
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The Court of Arbitration for Sport 
(CAS) has issued its decision in the 
arbitration procedure between the 
International Association of Athletics 
Federations (IAAF), Athletics Kenya 
(AK) and the Kenyan athlete Rita 
Jeptoo. The CAS Panel in charge of the 
matter has imposed a four-
of ineligibility on Ms Jeptoo and 
disqualified the athlete’s results in the 
2014 Boston marathon and all other 
results as from 17 April 2014 
(including the 2014 Chicago 
marathon). On 25 September 2014, Ms 
Jeptoo underwent an out of 
competition doping control. On 12 
October 2016, Ms Jeptoo won the 
Chicago marathon. On 24 October 
2014, the sample provided by the 
athlete was found to contain 
recombinant EPO (rEPO). After 
conducting an investigation, on 27 
January 2015, AK found Ms Jeptoo 
guilty of an anti-doping rule violation 
and imposed a two-year period of 
ineligibility on her. On 13 March 2015, 
the athlete filed an appeal at the CAS 
against the decision of AK which she 
later withdrew. On the same day, the 
IAAF also filed a statement of appeal at 
the CAS challenging the decision 
issued by AK and requesting that a 
four-year period of ineligibility be 
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the athlete filed an appeal at the CAS 
against the decision of AK which she 
later withdrew. On the same day, the 

statement of appeal at 
the CAS challenging the decision 
issued by AK and requesting that a 

year period of ineligibility be 

imposed on the athlete due to 
aggravating 
surrounding her doping offence. The 
IAAF also requested that the athlet
results in the 2014 Boston marathon 
be disqualified.  
The arbitration was conducted by a 
panel of CAS arbitrators: Prof. Ulrich 
Haas, Germany (President), Mr Alan 
Sullivan QC, Australia, and Judge 
Robert Reid QC, UK. At the end of the 
written proceedings, a hearing was 
scheduled to take place in April 2016 
but postponed when Ms Jeptoo’s first 
counsel withdrew shortly before the 
hearing. Ms Jeptoo was granted legal 
aid from the International Council of 
Arbitration for Sport (ICAS), the 
governing body of the CAS, in the form 
of a pro bono lawyer from Nairobi to 
assist her with the final preparation of 
her case and to represent her at the 
hearing on 7 July 2016. On 5 July 
2016, two days before the hearing, Ms 
Jeptoo’s counsel informed the CAS 
that she resigned from her role as 
counsel to Ms Jeptoo. Ms Jeptoo 
joined the initial phase of the hearing 
by telephone but opted to leave the 
hearing during the opening 
statements. The CAS Panel proceeded 
with the hearing in Ms Jeptoo’s 
absence. AK did not participate 
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hearing despite previously announcing 
their attendance. In coming to its 
decision, the Panel found to its 
comfortable satisfaction that the 
athlete used rEPO over a period of 
time to enhance performance. The 
undisputed source of the rEPO found 
in her sample of 25 September 2014 
was an injection given to her by a 
doctor. The athlete provided various 
differing accounts of the circumstances 
leading up to the injection and also 
regarding her relationship with that 
doctor. According to the applicable 
rules, the minimum period of 
ineligibility in this situation is a 
sanction of two years but can be 
increased to up to four years in the 
case of aggravating circumstances. The 
Panel is comfortably satisfied that 
there are aggravating circumstances in 
the case at hand as it was obvious to 
the Panel that the athlete used rEPO as 
part of a scheme or plan. The evidence 
for this includes inter alia her long 
relationship with the doctor in 
question, her multiple visits to see 
him, that her rEPO use was consistent 
with her competition calendar, that she 
hid the visits to the doctor in question 
from her manager and coach, as well 
as her deceptive and obstructive 
conduct throughout the proceedings. 
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Weighing all the evidence, the Panel is 
comfortably satisfied that the 
circumstances warrant a period of 
ineligibility of four years. Accordingly, 
Rita Jeptoo is sanctioned with a period 
of ineligibility of four years starting on 
30 October 2014, the date on which 
her provisional suspension started to 
run. The results of Ms Jept
2014 Boston marathon and all other 
results as from 17 April 2014 
(including the 2014 Chicago 
marathon) are disqualified pursuant to 
IAAF Rule 40.8, with all resulting 
consequences, including the forfeiture 
of the title, medal, prize money and 
any appearance money.
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#14 FIXTURES THIS MONTH

15: Football: International Friendly 
14-20: Tennis - ATP World
17-20: Golf - World Tour Championship, Dubai
17-21: Cricket - England's tour of India: 2nd Test, Visakhapatnam, 04:00
19: Rugby Union - England v Fiji, Ireland v New Zealand, Scotland v Argentina, Wales v Japan 
20:Rugby League: Four
22 Nov-4 Dec: Snooker - UK Championship, York Barbican
24-27: Golf - World Cup of Golf, Melbourne Australia
25-27: Tennis - Davis Cup

 

FIXTURES THIS MONTH
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November 

Football: International Friendly - England v Spain, 20:00 
World Tour Finals, London 

Championship, Dubai 
England's tour of India: 2nd Test, Visakhapatnam, 04:00

England v Fiji, Ireland v New Zealand, Scotland v Argentina, 

Four Nations final, Anfield, Liverpool, 14:30
UK Championship, York Barbican 

World Cup of Golf, Melbourne Australia 
Cup Final - Croatia v Argentina 
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England's tour of India: 2nd Test, Visakhapatnam, 04:00 
England v Fiji, Ireland v New Zealand, Scotland v Argentina, 

14:30 



 
25-27: Formula 1 - final Marina 
26-30: Cricket - England's tour of India: 3rd Test, Mohali, 04:00
26: Rugby Union - Wales v South Africa, England v Argentina, Ireland v Australia, Scotland v Georgia 

3: Rugby Union - England v Australia
6-7: Football - Champions League group stage ends
6-11: Swimming - World Short Course Championships, Windsor, Canada
8-12: Cricket - England's tour of India: 4th Test, Mumbai, 04:00
10: Boxing - Anthony JoshuaEric Molina in Manchester
13-19: Equestrian - London International 
16-20: Cricket - England's tour of India: 5th Test, Chennai, 04:00
 
 
  
 
 

 

 race of the season, Abu Dhabi Grand

d's tour of India: 3rd Test, Mohali, 04:00 
Wales v South Africa, England v Argentina, Ireland v Australia, 

December 
England v Australia 

Champions League group stage ends 
World Short Course Championships, Windsor, Canada

England's tour of India: 4th Test, Mumbai, 04:00 
Joshua defends his IBF heavyweight titleManchester 

London International Horse Show, Olympia 
England's tour of India: 5th Test, Chennai, 04:00 
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